The

REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For June 19, 2014 PICNIC

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on
the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
For the time being contact Fred Rose, fredricrose@comcast.net 548-5797, until Marv becomes available again,

or Lou Funk, loufunk@sbcglobal.net 539-9214

PICNIC Schedule
Social Hour: 12:00 Noon
Lunch: 1:00 P.M.
Adjourn by: Whenever.
Please bring your OWN plates, cups,
silverware and napkins.
Come and enjoy the day!

Lunch Menu
Fresh green salad served with
bread and butter.
Tri-tip steak, chili beans, corn on the cobb,
Wine, beer, soft drinks and water,
Ice cream for dessert.

BIG SIR Stephen
Virtue’s Message
stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net

707-578-8638
"When you meet someone better than yourself, turn your thoughts to becoming his
equal. When you meet someone not as good
as you are, look within and examine your own
self."
Confucius

I am grateful that our SIRs .. proud Americans.. are humorous,
fun-loving men, not only of action, but who repeatedly display the
open-minded tolerance and gentleness of mature mind, understanding spirit and a caring loving concern for those within our
sphere.
Thanks to you all for the pleasure of discovery of and association with sage human beings, who wonder about, entertain and
raise bothersome questions while celebrating our friendships and
natural differences as kindred spirits. You are fun to be with and
to learn from.
Those of us that know past (2012) Big SIR Angelo Coero, who
is moving to Roseville, will join me and pay tribute to his significant proactive involvement and contribution to Santa Rosa, to our
Branch and to SIR Inc.
Angelo, we will miss you.
To Jane and your goodself, we say Arrivederci...

LITTLE SIR Herb
Percy’s Message
dadpercy@yahoo.com

707-575-7787

You can't delegate growth
or personal satisfaction!
Last month we had Vanessa back for more exercise and again had a lot of positive comments. One
of our SIR's said how hard it was to remember how
to do the exercises (even for someone who is an excellent golfer!)
I bought one of Vanessa's DVDs that I don't mind
loaning out. She also offered to do a small class for
only $3.00 a person if any one is interested. If you
have room at your house for such a small group, let
me know and we'll see if it can happen like one of
our many small clubs that now get together!
Get ready for the coming months for some great
speakers and entertainment. Be sure to invite your
friends to come with you to the meetings!
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 13 of Region 10
The following is a list of your 2014 Officers and Directors
OFFICERS:

Email:

Phone:

BIG SIR: .Stephen Virtue .. . . . . . . . . .

stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net

707-578-8638

LITTLE SIR: Herb Percy . . . . . . . . . . . . dadpercy@yahoo.com . . .

707-575-7787

SECRETARY: Jim Fenstermaker. . . . . . sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . .. 707-548-3346

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR
Bob Gaggero
Marv Schouweiler
Bob Vidalin

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS

ASST. SECRETARY: John Sommerville drycreekvi@comcast.net . . 707-217-7458

Dino Boito
James Gurke
Kent Richmond

TREASURER: Stan Borges . . . . . . . . . . stanborges@comcast.net . 707-545-0699

AREA 13 GOVERNOR

ASST. TREASURER: Bill Fulwider. . . . fulwiderbill@att.net . . . . . . 707-539-9679

Richard Irwin

fredricrose@comcast.net . 707-548-5797

James Filippo

IMMED. PAST BIG SIR: Fred Rose . . .

WEB MASTER: Currently vacant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

...........

REGION 10 DIRECTOR
PRESIDENT OF SIR, Inc.
Maynard Rodland

To contact Branch 17 go to our website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org or email: drycreekvi@comcast.net

April Attendance

April Membership

Marv Schouweiler, Ass’t to Lou Funk

Doug Weber, Chairman

mschouweiler@att.net

zzzweber@aol.com

707-484-3070

At the May 16th meeting there
were 78 members, 3 guests and 1
speaker present.
10 members failed to notify Fred
that they would not be in attendance
at this meeting. They will be charged for the meal they
missed.
Active member Angelo Coero has changed to an inactive
member. He is planning to move to the Roseville area.
Total membership is now at 122 active members and 7
inactive members.
Fred Rose has been filling in for Marv the past 2 months.

Joke of the day!
Three guys are fishing when an angel appears. The first guy
says, “I’ve suffered from back pain for years. Can you help
me?” The angel touches the man’s back and he feels instant
relief.
The second guy points to his thick glasses
and begs for a cure for his poor eyesight.
When the angel tosses the lenses into the
lake, the man gains 20/20 vision.
As the angle turns to the third fellow, he
instantly recoils and screams, “Don’t touch
me! I’m on disability!”

707-545-3188

Two new applications were submitted for May 16, 2014 meeting.
Richard Gearhart, transferring from
Branch #53 in Oakmont East.
Sean Mc Alvain, sponsored by Roy
Thuestad. Both applicants were approved by the BEC
and are to be inducted at the July 18th general meeting.
3 guests were in attendance this month as prospects to
hopefully becoming new active members.
Tom Blackman sponsored by Paul Bartholow
Terry Korzinski, sponsored by Barry Blalkoski
Rich Mitchell, sponsored by Joel Butler
Oscar Barragan filled in for Doug for the May meeting.
Father's Day was inaugurated
in the United States in the early
20th century to complement
Mother's Day in celebrating
fatherhood and male parenting.
Father's Day was founded in Spokane, Washington at the
YMCA in 1910 by Sonora Smart Dodd, who was born in Arkansas. Its first celebration was in the Spokane YMCA on June
19, 1910. Her father, the Civil War veteran William Jackson
Smart, was a single parent who raised his six children there.
A bill to accord national recognition of the holiday was introduced in Congress in 1913. In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson went to Spokane to speak in a Father's Day celebration and
wanted to make it official, but Congress resisted, fearing that it
would become commercialized.
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Guest Speaker for May 16th meeting was:
Vanessa Kettler, a motivational speaker, was back
by popular demand. She continued her presentation of
the many tips and exercises we can all easily do to improve our lives. They
should help relieve
us of some of our
many
aches
and
pains, and to obtain
better balance control.
Have you done your
exercises now?
A special SIR evening with Shakespeare!
“A Midsummer Night's Dream” is a comedy play by
William Shakespeare, believed to have been written between 1590 and 1596. It portrays the events surrounding the marriage of the Duke of Athens, Theseus, and
Hippolyta.
The play, performed by the Avalon players will be presented at the CazSonoma Inn
near Cazadero on June 26th
starting at 5:30 PM. Cost is
only $75.00 per person and
includes the theater with
Hors d’oeuvres, dinner of
soup, salad, one of 4 entrees,
dessert, coffee, along with
gratuity and parking.
For more information and to make reservations contact
CazSonoma Inn at cazsonomainn@sbcglobal,net or
check out their website at www.cazsonomainn.com.

Who wants to go to a
SF Giants baseball game?
Don Salazar is putting together
a game deal and is working with
two different dates.
Both
games are at 12:45 in the afternoon. Choices are: Thursday August 28th or
Thursday September 11th. Approximately $42.
You need to decide by Wednesday June 4th
by contacting Don Salazar at 545-0873 or Fred
Rose at fredricrose@comcast.net.
You snooze you lose!

Chaplains’ Corner by Herb Percy
There's happiness in little things. There's
joy in passing pleasure. But friendships
are, from year to year. The best of all
life's treasures are those who care and
pray for each other’s health and happiness!
This is one way God is working in our lives. If any
one else has stories how God is constantly working
in their lives, please email Herb Percy, your chaplain, so he can share your stories and adventures
how God is active in your life with our SIR family.

Contact either Herb Percy at 707-575-7787,
email: dadpercy@yahoo.com OR assistant
Mike Heinzelman at 707-546-9633, or email:
mdheinz@sonic.net

List of the June Birthday Boys!
Wade Baker
Oscar Barragan
Paul Bartholow
John French

Ed Haynes
Rob Rinne
Bony Saludes
Glenn Seime

Both the June & July birthdays will be celebrated during
the July 18th meeting.

We are opening a
“Suggestion Box” for you
to email your comments/
suggestions/new ideas for
the good of improvements
for SIR Branch 17. Please
address your comments to
our new Growth Coordinator Fred Rose. Send your email to:
fredricrose@comcast.net.
Future program presentations planned:
July 18, SRJC Summer Repertory Theater.
Aug. 15, Joel Butler, Captain US Navy (ret'd).
Sept. 19, Dr. Duncan, Director Scientific Advancement, Buck Institute-research on aging.
Oct 17, Redwood Food Bank, the present, the
future and who they serve.
Nov. 21, Special Veterans Day program
Dec. 19, Annual Christmas Luncheon
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Activities

Bowling

Book Club
Thanks to all of you that expressed interest in
forming a Book Club for our SIR members.
We held our last meeting at the home of Big SIR
Stephen Virtue.
Our next meeting will be to
review and discuss the book at
the right. We will meet and
socialize at the home of Adu
Ebrahim, 3576 Lake Park Drive
in Santa Rosa, starting at 11:00
am on Thursday June 26th.
Lunch will be served!
If you are planning to attend, please contact Adu
Ebrahim at 707-566-4786 or send him an email at
aebra@aol.com for inclusion ASAP. The optimum
book club size is six or seven, so there is room for
two more.

Boys Night Out
Our enjoyable dinner in May was at the Sea Thai
Bistro, in the Montgomery Village.
If you would like to join Fred Rose, and the rest
of the gang, on our next fun outing and have a
taste for good Italian cooking, then come to
Mary’s Pizza Shack, 535 Summerfield Road in
Eastern Santa Rosa on Wednesday June 11th at
6:00 PM. You can check out their website at
www.maryspizzashack.com for more information
and a look at the menu. They even have a glutenfree menu. RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST!
If you are planning on going, contact Fred Rose
at fredricrose@comcast.net or give him a call
at 548-5797 by Monday June 9th so he can adjust
the reservations.
Don’t be left
out of a great
get
together
and good food
to be had by
good
friends
and buddies.

Return to Page 1

When was the last time you went bowling? Has it
been too long? SIR bowling happens every Monday
morning at Double Decker Lanes in Rohnert Park
adjacent to the golf course. We start at 10 A.M. and
finish before Noon.
Don’t think you are good enough? Wrong!! This is
casual bowling, no teams, but we maintain handicaps
and have a very small prize fund each week. We
have good bowlers, and not so good bowlers, but we
have fun and we get a little exercise. Try it.
You do NOT need to make a commitment to bowl
EVERY week. You can pick and chose your Mondays to bowl. Just come on out and bowl. Bring a
friend or two and just show up
a bit early and get your name
in.
The Bowling Activities
Chairman is Jim Armstrong;
call him at 707-322-7603 or
email army4344@yahoo.com

Bridge
The regularly scheduled bridge sessions were
held on May 13th and 27th.
The last round was won by Angelo Coero. Don
Arrabit now leads the year to date standings and
Peter McGrath continues to hold second place.
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at Legends Restaurant Bennett Valley starting at 10:00
AM are on Tuesday June 10th and 24th.
Thanks to Chairman Al Black for his wise leadership. We continue to share this activity with other great players and personalities from other SIR
Branches. Great fun and fellowship!
If you wish to play,
you should call Al Black at
707-578-3210, or email
rosaridge@comcast.com
to book your spot. Signups open on Monday 9 PM
and close Thursday 9 PM
first-come first served during the week before each
play date.
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SIR PICNIC Thursday June 19, 2014

Fishing
If you are interested in Alaska salmon and halibut fishing,
better start thinking of next year. At this late date there you
might be able to get in as a single or as a pair, but the openings will be few and far between. I will report on how our
group of four did in the September Newsletter. As always, I
am available to answer questions and share my past experiences.
We have a group of 6 going out on the Miss Anita on
Tuesday, July 8th, out of Porto Bodega right in our backyard. From all indications, the salmon fishing is off to a
great start with many in the 20 – 30 pound range and a few
over 30 pounds being caught. By July the over 30 pounders
should be biting in full swing. Each Wednesday the Press
Democrat has a Fishing Report in its Sports Section.
The Miss Anita is Bodega Bay’s first charter fishing Catamaran. She is an
impressive fishing machine
at 34 feet long with a 12
foot beam. Capt. Vince
Orsini is the operator. Cost
of a trip is $200.00, which
includes everything you
will need except your fishing license and lunch. If you are
interested you need to act quickly since available dates are
few and far between at this late date.
Contact Ted Scapeccia at tescape@sbcglobal.net or call
him at 529-0063 soon, or call Don Salazar at 545-0873.

Garden Club
Contact our Garden Club chairman,
Vern Calsy, by phone at 707-5450932,
or
by
email
at
vecandjfc@sbcglobal.net for more
information, or better yet attend a
brief meeting of interested gardeners
generally held at 11:15 A.M. in the
Board meeting room prior to each
regular meeting.

GLOBAL FORUM
Five attended our second meeting and the next meeting will be the Friday, June 13th, 10 AM, at Chuck
Aver's house. After exchanging backgrounds (diversity
encouraged) of new attendees, we began with comments
on high tech in society, especially the advent of the
smart phones. On to past and future travel in Russia,
New Zealand and Jamaica. Other topics included forms
law and our sources of written news. Books read and
being read include: "The Bully Pulpit"/Goodwin,
"Wrong Enemy"/Gall and "Fragile Empire - Russia and
Putin"/Judah. Directions: Hwy 12 to Brush Creek, left
up Los Olivos to second right, Briarfield. E-mail me at
worldly@sonic.net if you plan to attend.
Cheers, Chuck
Return to Page 1

Our picnic will be a joint event with
Branch 17 and Windsor Branch 176
at the Villa Chanticleer in Healdsburg.
Social hour at 12:00 noon
Barbecue at 1:00 pm
The fare will be:
Tri-tip steak, chili beans, salad, corn,
bread and butter, wine, beer, soft drinks,
and ice cream for dessert.
All this for only $20.00
You may still purchase tickets until June 10th by
sending your payment to: Robert Gaggero, 139
Hatona Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope for him
to send you the tickets. Also be sure to make the
check payable to: SIR Branch 17.
Please remember to bring your OWN plates,
cups, silverware, napkins and tablecloth.
Please car pool if possible as there will be two
big groups of people.
All volunteers are welcome and appreciated. If
you would like to volunteer, contact a member of
the Picnic Committee.
We hope all of you can attend
and make the picnic a huge success!!!!!
Thanks, the Picnic Committee,
Robert Gaggero and Frank Moreda.
Pictures from Bob Gaggero of the 2013 Picnic
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Golf

Traveling Golfers

As you know, I have begun the process
to play a round of golf for the SIRs and
their guests at the Fountaingrove Golf
Course, one of the premier private golf
courses in Santa Rosa. The round is scheduled for July 24, 2014 at 1:00 pm. The
starting time has changed from the original
9:00 am due to a course scheduling conflict.
So far there are only eleven SIRs and guests signed up. We
need a minimum of 16 participants in order to guarantee the
greens fee of $85.00 per player, which includes shared cart,
range balls and prize funds. And, another urgent issue is facing
us, besides signing up those five additional players. We must
satisfy a mandatory $500 non-refundable deposit. This deposit
is due to the course by Tuesday, June 17. Understandably , this
deposit, which will be applied to the total greens fees owed, is
an assurance to the course management that we will abide by
our contractual agreement to field the minimum number of 16
players.
So here is what needs to happen, and I confident that we can
make it happen:
1. Get me the names of five additional players who are committed to play the Fountaingrove GC. I need them no later than
Thursday, June 12.
2. Get me your payment of $85.00 per player no later than
Monday, June 16.
3. On Tuesday, June 17, I need to make our payment of the
$500.00 deposit to the Fountaingrove GC, so our event can go
forward.
If we can't make the above happen, then I will have to cancel
our play at Fountaingrove GC and return the monies already
paid. But hopefully, this won't have to happen if you can get
those additional five players and all of the payments to me when
they are required.
Thank you for your help and commitment.
Jim Jones, SIR Branch 17 Golf Chairman (707) 539-2027
or email to j_rjones@att.net.
Our club, along with our sister Branch 76 club, meets every
Monday at the Bennett Valley Golf Course, except on holidays,
when golf is rescheduled to Tuesday. For the month of June,
we will be playing on the 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and the 30th. As
always, allow enough time to be there should Bennett Valley
have cancellations and advance our scheduled tee times.

After a long commute down to Poppy Ridge, we found the
day to be gray, windy, and overcast. What can you say, it
was a perfect day for golf - no rain. Lots of bunkers, up and
down shots, and blind greens, kept the scores rolling skyward. Several holes left us guessing where the greens were
even after the second or third shot. We had several guests
join in to spend the day with us, and I think they all enjoyed
themselves out on the fairways. Fred Rose shot a low net of
68. Bob Andrews, Fred Rose and Darrell Fode took first
place in their respective flights, and our guests; Becky Jones
and Doug Vezina walked away with bragging rights for Closest to the Pin on the front and back nine.
We'll be heading out to Northwood Golf Course on Thursday June 5th. I realize that Northwood is a local course that
you can play anytime, but this is a chance to do it up in style
with your fellow SIR golfers. Fifty Dollars gets you: green
fees, shared cart, sleeve of golf balls, prize fund, and a ride
through our majestic Coastal Redwoods. There's not another
course like it in the country. A little extra cash can reward
you with the best hot dog ever, or a sit down lunch at the
Northwood Restaurant & Bar.
We've had several people who needed to bow out on this
trip, so now our traveling numbers are down to fifteen. If we
can muster just one more able bodied golfer, we can offer two
CTP prizes of free 9-hole rounds of golf. Let's not leave this
freebie on the table.
Get off the couch. Grab a fellow SIR, guest, or neighbor, and let's go play some golf!
Until next time, Good Golfing.
Roy Thuestad

Oda

bash

ian

Ramos

UPCOMING GOLF EVENTS:

2014 Travel Golf Schedule and course description:
http://branch17.sirinc2.org/downloads/golf17_travel_schedule_20140101.pdf

Sebastopol Golf & BBQ is back on the menu.
Includes bratwurst BBQ with all the fixin's.
Thursday August 21, 8:30 Shotgun Start -- $35.00
*only 5 riding carts available* 4 free 9-hole rounds of
golf offered as prizes for CTP, low putt, and raffle.

Vezina, Rose, Jones, Seime, Gurke

Dowling, Mangan & Fode

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.
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