The

REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For July 18, 2014 Meeting

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on
the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
Contact: Marv Schouweiler, mschouweiler@att.net 707-484-3070

or Lou Funk, loufunk@sbcglobal.net 707-539-9214

Meeting Schedule
Board Meeting: 10:15 A.M.
Social Hour: 11:00 A.M.
Lunch: 12:00 Noon Business & Committee reports.
Speaker: ???? Unknown at press time but Herb
promises to have something interesting lined up to entertain
you with on this meeting day. It may be a great surprise!

Adjourn by: 1:30 P.M.
Bartenders: Don Malvestiti or Bob Vidalin
Greeters: Rotating by board members
Please place your badge into the collection bucket when
leaving the meeting.

BIG SIR Stephen
Virtue’s Message
stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net

707-578-8638

Lunch Menu
Fresh tomato balsa soup
served with fresh baked bread and butter.
Caesar salad and bay shrimp with cocktail sauce,
avocado, cherry tomatoes and croutons
OR
Mediterranean salad with feta cheese, olives, walnuts,
cherry tomato, cucumber and croutons
Chef’s choice for dessert
Coffee, iced tea, and ice water

LITTLE SIR Herb
Percy’s Message
dadpercy@yahoo.com

707-575-7787

“Quality is never an accident; it is always
the result of high intention, sincere
effort, intelligent direction and skillful
execution; it represents the wise choice
of many alternatives.”
Anonymous

A word of encouragement during

Apologies to all for my nonattendance at our annual
picnic, which, from all accounts, was an enjoyable and
successful event. Thanks to all who contributed.
This month we will be introducing the slate of officers
and board members for the upcoming year of 2015.
Thanks to each one of you who has agreed to serve. We
are very appreciative.
All of our SIRs have been helpful and supportive and
as SIR Peter McGrath put it astutely, “a spirit of camaraderie ” is alive and well in Branch 17, Area 13.
Thanks, Guys. I love spending time with you!!
“This is one of the most active, vibrant, and growing
areas in SIR. Let's keep up the excitement.”
Says Rich Irwin, Governor, Area 13 on June 12, 2014.

July we were to have the Santa Rosa Summer Repertory Theater do a presentation for us at our upcoming
luncheon. Unfortunately, due to their rigorous schedule,
they called and withdrew from our invitation. Your Little SIR is looking for another exciting presentation for
your pleasure, so please bear with me!

a failure is worth more than an
hour of praise after success.

As we celebrate the 4th of July, let’s celebrate all
month the freedom that ten of millions fellow countrymen celebrate. We thank God for allowing us to enjoy
this freedom. We thank God for the many Americans
who gave of their toils, blood and treasures to make and
keep America free. Thank God for America, my friends!
Thank God for making America free and dedicate yourselves to keeping America a free "Nation under God".
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 13 of Region 10
The following is a list of your 2014 Officers and Directors
DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR

OFFICERS:

Email:

Phone:

BIG SIR: .Stephen Virtue .. . . . . . . . . .

stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net

707-578-8638

Bob Gaggero
Marv Schouweiler
Bob Vidalin

LITTLE SIR: Herb Percy . . . . . . . . . . . . dadpercy@yahoo.com . . .

707-575-7787

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS

SECRETARY: Jim Fenstermaker. . . . . . sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . .. 707-548-3346
ASST. SECRETARY: John Sommerville drycreekvi@comcast.net . . 707-217-7458
TREASURER: Stan Borges . . . . . . . . . . stanborges@comcast.net . 707-545-0699
ASST. TREASURER: Bill Fulwider. . . . fulwiderbill@att.net . . . . . . 707-539-9679
IMMED. PAST BIG SIR: Fred Rose . . .

fredricrose@comcast.net . 707-548-5797

Dino Boito
James Gurke
Kent Richmond

AREA 13 GOVERNOR
Richard Irwin

REGION 10 DIRECTOR
James Filippo

PRESIDENT OF SIR, Inc.
Maynard Rodland

To contact Branch 17 go to our website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org or email: drycreekvi@comcast.net

June Attendance

June Membership

Marv Schouweiler, Ass’t to Lou Funk

Doug Weber, Chairman

mschouweiler@att.net

zzzweber@aol.com

707-484-3070

There was NO meeting in June.
The annual picnic in conjunction
with branch 176 was held on June
19th at the Villa Chanticleer in
Healdsburg. Total attendance for
this fun event was 70 members and guests of Branch
17 and 43 members and guests from Branch 176.
Total membership for Branch 17 is still at 122 active
members and 7 inactive members.

707-545-3188

There was NO meeting in June.
The annual picnic in conjunction
with branch 176 was held on June
19th at the Villa Chanticleer in
Healdsburg.
Two inductions of new members approved by the
BEC at the May 16th meeting are scheduled for the
July 18th general meeting, they are:
Richard Gearhart, transferring from branch #53,
Sean Mc Alvain, sponsored by Roy Thuestad.

List of Proposed New Officers and Directors for 2015 as presented by the Nominating Committee
Big SIR
Little SIR
Secretary
Ass’t. Sec’y.
Treasurer
Ass’t. Tre's.
Imm. Past Big Sir

Herb Percy
Jim Gurke
Jim Fenstermaker
John Sommerville
Stan Borges
Bill Fulwider
Stephen Virtue

Directors 1 year
“
“
Directors 2 years
“
“

Dino Boito
Kent Richmond
Fred Rose
Jim Jones
Dennis Mangan
Glenn Seime

Rule #134. The election of new officers shall be held at the August luncheon meeting. Additional nominations may be made from the floor at this July meeting and again at the August meeting, just prior to the
voting. A nominee from the floor must signify his agreement to accept the office if elected. Voting for
Branch Officers shall be by secret ballot. However, for any office for which there is but one nominee, voting may by voice or by a show of hands. The officers-elect shall be installed at either the November
or December meeting of the Branch prior to taking office on January 1st of the ensuring year.
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A special SIR evening was had with Shakespeare!
“A Midsummer Night's Dream” was a
comedy play by William Shakespeare, pref o rm ed b y t h e Av a lo n p l a y e rs at t h e
CazSonoma Inn near Cazadero on June 26th.
Branch 17 SIR Larry Kelly, his wife, their
daughter and son-in-law attended the professional performance by mostly young actors from the Sonoma county area.
They really enjoyed all the humor; it kept them laughing a
lot while working up a big appetite. Larry especially liked
all the Hors d’oeuvres and wine tasting, but the wild boar
dinner was the best—”excellent!”
If you missed this event you should not miss the next one.
Call Richard Mitchell at 632-5255 for more details of the
next event coming up.
Independence Day
in the United States
Independence Day is annually celebrated on July 4 and is often
known as "the Fourth of July". It is the anniversary of the publication of the declaration of independence from Great Britain in 1776.
Patriotic displays and family events are organized throughout the
United States. Above all, people in the United States express and
give thanks for the freedom and liberties fought by the first generation of many of today's Americans.
On July 2nd the Continental Congress voted in favor of Lee's
resolution for independence in a near-unanimous vote (the New
York delegation abstained, but later voted affirmatively). On that
day, John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail that July 2 "will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary Festival" and that the celebration should include "Pomp and Parade...Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from
one End of this Continent to the other." On July 4th, the Congress
formally adopted the Declaration of Independence, which had been
written largely by Jefferson. Though the vote for actual independence took place on July 2nd, from then on the 4th became the day
that was celebrated as the birth of American independence.
The most common Independence Day symbol is the American
flag. Its design is displayed in all possible ways on July 4 and can
be seen in front of homes and buildings. Other symbols associated
with Independence Day are the Statue of Liberty on Ellis Island in
New York and the fireworks viewed all over the United States.
Interestingly, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, both signers of
the Declaration of Independence and presidents of the United
States, died on July 4, 1826 - exactly 50 years after the adoption of
the declaration.
Above article was reprinted from various internet web sites.

Chaplains’ Corner by Herb Percy
We give thanks with Marv and his
family for Cathy's improvement.
Success in life is a combination of
things we do in either business or our
personal lives. One thing that we can
always do better is pray and watch out
for each other’s needs, both physical and spiritual.
This is a freedom that God has given us and we
should use to the fullest. Blessings to all!
If any one else has stories how God is constantly
working in their lives, please email Herb Percy,
your chaplain, so he can share your stories and adventures how God is active in your life with our SIR
family.

Contact either Herb Percy at 707-575-7787,
email: dadpercy@yahoo.com OR assistant
Mike Heinzelman at 707-546-9633, or email:
mdheinz@sonic.net

List of the July Birthday Boys!
Frank Bastoni Mike James
Dino Boito
Gary Meagher
Freeman Born George Nelson
Lloyd Douglas

Al Odabashian
Fred Read
Don Salazar

We await your contributions
“Suggestion Box”. Feel
free to email in your comments/suggestions/new ideas for the good of improvements for SIR Branch 17.
Please address your comments to our new Growth
Coordinator Fred Rose.
Se n d yo u r e m a i l t o :
fredricrose@comcast.net.

to

the

The Spring Edition of “SIR Happenings”
is now available on the Web
To view the “SIR Happenings” log onto the website at: http://www.SIRinc.org, then click on the
“SIR Happenings” tab on the top left area.
There are various reports from many different
Branches telling about their interesting activities,
along with reports about several different State programs.
Then check out the Travel Bulletin of Trips, if
you are interested in going to various places, either
here in the states or abroad.

4

Activities

Bowling

Book Club

When was the last time you
went bowling? Has it been too
long? SIR bowling happens
every Monday morning at Double Decker Lanes in Rohnert
Park adjacent to the golf
course. We start at 10 A.M.
and finish before Noon.
Don’t think you are good enough? Wrong!! This is
casual bowling, no teams, but we maintain handicaps
and have a very small prize fund each week. We
have good bowlers, and not so good bowlers, but we
have fun and we get a little exercise. Try it.
You do NOT need to make a commitment to bowl
EVERY week. You can pick and chose your Mondays to bowl. Just come on out and bowl. Bring a
friend or two and just show up a bit early and get
your name in.
The Bowling Activities Chairman is Jim Armstrong; call him at 707-322-7603 or email
army4344@yahoo.com

Because of the many
members busy schedules
during the summer months
the future meetings have
been CANCELLED indefinitely for now.
Thanks to Adu Ebrahim for his kindness and spear
heading efforts to establish this special event. If you
have any questions, please contact him at 707-566-4786
or send him an email at aebra@aol.com .

Boys Night Out
Our dinner in June was at Mary’s Pizza Shack on
Summerfield Road with 7 hungry members attending.
If you would like to join us on our next fun outing,
come to the El Coqui at 400 Mendocino Avenue

(at the corner of 5th Street)
The date is Wednesday July 9th at 6:00 PM.
El Coqui serves Puerto Rican Cuisine. To check out
their menu go to: http://elcoqui2eat.com.

Bridge
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at
Legends Restaurant Bennett Valley starting at
10:00 AM are on Tuesday July 8th and 22nd.
Thanks to Chairman Al Black for
his wise leadership. We continue to
share this activity with other great
players and personalities from other
SIR Branches. Great fun and fellowship!
RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST!
Contact Fred Rose at fredricrose@comcast.net or
call him at 707-548-5797 by Monday July 7th so he can
adjust the reservations.
Don’t be left out of a another great get together and
good food to be had by good friends and buddies. Hope
to see you there!

Joke of the day!
When a family friend passed away, my granddaughter took her 3 year old son to visit the
widow. As they approached the front door, she
whispered to the boy, “Make sure to tell her
how sorry you are.”
He whispered back, “Why? I didn’t kill him.”
Return to Page 1

If you wish to play, you should contact Al Black
by email at rosaridge@comcast.com or call 707578-3210 to book your spot. Sign-ups open on
Monday 9 PM and close Thursday 9 PM first-come
first served during the week before each play date.
Future program presentations planned:
Aug. 15, Joel Butler, Captain US Navy (ret'd).
Sept. 19, Dr. Duncan, Director Scientific Advancement, Buck Institute-research on aging.
Oct. 17, Redwood Food Bank, the present, the
future and who they serve.
Nov. 21, Special Veterans Day program
Dec. 19, Special Christmas Luncheon
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Fishing
For those not signed up for Alaska, better start thinking of next year. At this late date it is doubtful that you
would find an opening. I will report on how our group
of four did in the September Newsletter. As always, I
am available to answer questions and share my past
experiences.
As you are well aware, we have a group of 6 going
out on the Miss Anita on Tuesday July 8th out of Porto
Bodega right in our backyard. The salmon fishing continues to improve with many fish in the 20 pound range
and a few over 30 pounds being caught. By July the
over 30 pounders should be biting in full swing. Look
for a report on this trip in the August newsletter.
The Miss Anita is Bodega Bay’s first charter fishing
Catamaran. She is an impressive fishing machine at 34
feet long with a 12 foot beam. Capt. Vince Orsini is the
operator. Cost of a trip is $200.00 which includes everything you will need except your fishing license and
lunch. If you are interested you need to act quickly
since available dates are few and far between at this
late date.
If you are interested in joining the fun, contact Ted
Scapeccia at tescape@sbcglobal.net or call him at
529-0063 or call Don Salazar at 545-0873 to get your
name on the list.

Our picnic was held as joint social event with Branch
17 and Windsor Branch 176 at the Villa Chanticleer in
Healdsburg.
Thanks to all who attended as total attendance this
year was 143 warm, hungry, fun lovin’ bodies, 70 members/guests from Branch 17 and 43 members/guests
from Branch 176. The weather co-operated and the
food was great; I believe all that attended had a great
time.
I wish to express my thanks and appreciation to all the
volunteers, Fred Rose, Branch #17 for his opening remarks and being Master of Ceremonies. Frank Moreda,
who did a great job cooking the tri-tips, Bob Andersen
(Branch 176), salad making skills assisted by his wife,
and Al Odabashian along with members of Branch #176,
Mike Berry and Dave Harrison for selling raffle tickets.;
Dave Mink, who served as bartender; Al Odabashian for
his handling Branch #17 name tags. Food Servers Jim
LaMar, Romie Schneider and Ed Haynes; Branch
176'ers, Bill Bergman and Don Moors. Fran Gaggero for
printing name tags and tickets, to Branch 176 members
who covered tables and to all who assisted with cleanup
duties. If I missed anybody, please forgive me.
Again thanks to all that attended & volunteered.
Robert Gaggero, Picnic Chairman

Garden Club
Contact our Garden Club chairman,
Vern Calsy, by calling him at 707545-0932, or send him an email at
vecandjfc@sbcglobal.net for more
information, or better yet attend a
brief meeting of interested gardeners
generally held at 11:15 A.M. in the
Board meeting room prior to each
regular meeting.

GLOBAL FORUM
Three members attended our third scheduled
forum back on Friday June 13th.
As usual we covered a lot: Military service, tourist, and business travel experiences. One participant asked for Croatia tourist recommendations,
another asked for my favorite foreign country
(come and find out). We also talked about Malaysia and Singapore governments. Expect to talk and
listen for about two hours. Chuck Aver’s house:
1520 Briarfield Place, off Highway 12, up Los
Olivos Road, 1/2 mile to second right turn. Cheers!
Next meeting is Friday, July 11 at 10:00 AM.
E-mail me at worldly@sonic.net if you plan to attend.
Return to Page 1

SIR PICNIC Thursday June 19, 2014
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Golf

Traveling Golfers

Most of you may know by now that
the new chairman, Jim Jones, is on
vacation so this will be a short fill in
article. He did mention in an email
that John Weaver will be covering in
his absence.

Northwood provided a fantastic setting for our game
of golf in the Redwoods. Starting out on some of the
toughest holes on the course, we slogged our way
through the fairways and trees. Far off in the distance
you could hear the echo of errant golf balls striking the
redwoods, like hammers on enormous drums. If you
haven't played this 9-hole course, give it a try; there's
not another place quite like it. The only thing that could
have improved the day, would have been a hot dog &
beer at the turn (the restaurant and bar were closed for
improvements). At the end of our game, many of us
retreated to one of the local Brew-Pubs for a thirst
quencher and a quick lunch. A good time was had by all.

As a reminder, there is a "Four Club" format play
scheduled for July 14, 2014. Take a moment to sign-up for
this challenging round of golf, if you wish to participate. This particular low net format allows for only 4 preselected clubs to be played during the entire game. The
clubs selected are the individual player's choice. Remember, you must sign-up by the end of day Thursday, July
10, 2014, if you wish to play. As always, the normal Monday morning low net format will be played by
those who do not wish to participate in the "Four Club"
format. Prize monies will be awarded for each of the formats played July 14.
If you are currently not a member of our golf club and
you are interested in playing, please contact Jim Jones at:
(707) 539-2027 or j_rjones@att.net.
Our club, along with our sister Branch 76 club, meets
every Monday at the Bennett Valley Golf Course, except
on holidays, when golf is rescheduled to Tuesday. For the
month of July, we will be playing on the 7th, 14th, 21st and
the 28th. As always, allow enough time to be there should
Bennett Valley have cancellations and advance our scheduled tee times.
For other local golf outings, please contact Frank
Morabito at 707-542-0372 or morabirdies@comcast.net.
For more information about SIR golf, please check out
the golf web site http://www.sirstategolf.com/index.html
where you can find tournament entry forms and schedules
of upcoming local and state wide tournaments.
UPCOMING GOLF EVENTS:

2014 Travel Golf Schedule and course description:
http://branch17.sirinc2.org/downloads/golf17_travel_schedule_20140101.pdf

Sebastopol Golf & BBQ is back on the menu.
Includes bratwurst BBQ with all the fixin's.
Thursday August 21, 8:30 Shotgun Start -- $35.00
*only 5 riding carts available* 4 free 9-hole rounds of
golf offered as prizes for CTP, low putt, and raffle.

Adam Ramos, Ray Lopez and John Weaver took first
place in their respective flights, and Adam Ramos shot a
low net of 67 for the day. Bragging rights for the CTP on
hole number 3 and on hole number 8, go to Claude
Schwarz and Adam Ramos. Since we had the minimum
of 16 players, both of them were rewarded with a free 9hole round of golf w/cart for two players. Congratulations to Claude and Adam, and thanks to all for joining in
and making this happen.
Our next outing will be Mare Island in Vallejo on
Thursday, July 10th.
Fifty dollars gets you: Green fees, shared cart and
prize fund. Again, if we can recruit 16 players, we'll
have one free round of golf offered up as the CTP prize.
For all you military type buffs, we have a bonus. Mare
Island has been around since 1855, and they have a
naval artifacts museum just a few blocks from the golf
course. I have arranged for them to keep their doors
open beyond their normal 2:00 pm closing time, so we
can do an hour's walk through the museum. We will
start golf at 8:30, which should allow enough time get a
drink and a bite to eat, before heading down to the museum. If you have already signed up for golf and would
like to go to the museum, get back with me via email
and I will place you in the first groups off the tee. Those
not interested in the museum will follow. There is a $5
donation for admission to the museum.
Check out the Mare Island Museum web site:
http://www.mareislandhpf.org/museum.html
It's good for Travel Golf, it's good for SIR.
Until next time, Good Golfing.
Roy Thuestad
Sorry guys - no pictures this time,
completely forgot.

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.
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