
  

The  REDWOOD BARK  Newsletter    For November 2013 

For Excused Absences,  Guests Lunches  or  Alternate Lunch Selection, Please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on 

the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal. 
Contact:  Marv Schouweiler,  mschouweiler@att.net   484-3070  or  Lou Funk,  loufunk@sbcglobal.net   539-9214 

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Temple, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA 

Meeting Schedule - November 15, 2013 

Board Meeting: 10:15 A.M.  
Social Hour: 11:00 A.M. 
Lunch: 12:00 Noon (Committee Reports,  
    Announcements, &  Speakers: “Our Veterans” 
Adjourn by:  1:30 P.M. 
Greeters:  Rich de Lambert and a board member 
Bartender: Joel Buttler 

Please do not leave the meeting while our guest  
is speaking.  Place your badge into the collection 
bucket as you leave. 

November 15, 2013 Lunch Menu 

House salad served with fresh baked bread and butter. 

Roasted turkey breast in a herb crust, giblet gravy,  

sweet corn, California stuffing and cranberry sauce.  
 

 Chef’s choice for dessert. 

Coffee, iced tea, and ice water. 
 

Alternate Entree: 

Vegetarian lasagna 

BIG SIR  Fred Rose’s 
Message 

fredricrose@comcast.net  

707-548-5797 

   With the above quotation in mind, here we are in 

November. This will be the last regularly scheduled 

Branch 17 luncheon meeting of this year. If you 

haven't gotten your checks into Stan for the Christ-

mas meeting, you best get with it! 

   November is a time of honored traditions. We will 

honor our veterans at this meeting.   

   This the time of American family tradition, when 

we gather around the Thanksgiving table and give 

thanks, watch football and eat too much pumpkin 

pie. Thankful just for being here, "on the right side 

of the dirt", for the family and friends that make life 

so very special, and being fortunate enough to be an 

American. Thanks to those veterans who made it 

possible. 

The guest speaker segment of our Luncheon 
Meeting on Friday, November 15 will be dedicat-
ed to all of our many Veteran Sirs who have 
served our country by being willing to risk their 
lives to defend and protect our core values as are 
embodied in our Pledge of Allegiance. Some we 
have lost along the way. We thank them, we re-
spect them and we honor them...all distinguished 
gentlemen. 

Lloyd Douglas, Bill Fulwider, Al Odabashian, Jim 
Lamar, Al Pisenti, Fred Reich and Doug Weber 
have all kindly agreed to share up to 5 minutes 
speaking to us of their time reminiscent of their 
experiences. 

Thank you Gentlemen!   

 "Blessed is the man, who having 

nothing to say, abstains from giv-

ing wordy evidence of the fact." 
 

      George Eliot (1819-1880) 

"Amidst the uncertainties of war, every 
soldier is entitled to one certainty...that 
he will not be forgotten or abandoned."  
“Poor is the nation that has no heroes... 
Shameful is the one that, having them, 
forgets.”              unknown  

LITTLE SIR  Steve 
Virtue’s  Message 

stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net 

707-578-8638 

http://branch17.sirinc2.org/index.html
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October Attendance  
Marv Schouweiler, Ass’t to Lou Funk 
mschouweiler@att.net      707-484-3070 
 

At the October 18th meeting there 

were: 94 members, 1 guest,  1 induc-

tee and 2 visitors (1 as speaker).  

8 members failed to notify Marv that 

they would not be in attendance.   

#123 Paul Pasero has transferred to inactive status. 

#100 Don Ahlborn has resigned 

#115 Paul Tamboury has also resigned. 

#120 Kent Richmond was the winner of the “Birthday 

Boy” free lunch for the next meeting 

Total active membership is now at 122 members. 

October Membership 

Doug Weber,  Chairman 
zzzweber@aol.com         707-545-3188 

 Joseph Scarantino, sponsored by 

Darrell Fode, was approved for mem-

bership by the BEC and will be in-

ducted at the November 15th general 

meeting, along with Mark Burchill 

sponsored by Al Odabashian and Jerry Peterson spon-

sored by Richard Scudero, they were approved in by the 

BEC in September. 
 

Charles Aver transferred from Branch #76 was inducted. 
 

Marvin Mai was a guest of Stan Borges.     

New  
Member 

Guest Speaker 

Pictured above are Big SIR Fred Rose, Little SIR 

Steve Virtue and guest speaker, Bob Borowicz. 

Bob has been at Bennett Valley Golf Course since 

1982 as a golf professional.  Since January 2003 

to the present and acting as an independent con-

tractor for the City of Santa Rosa, he has man-

aged the Bennett Valley Golf Course. 

Bob discussed the many facets of operating the 

course over the years.  He fielded many ques-

tions regarding the several newspaper articles in 

the Press Democrat.  A very interesting program. 

   Visitor, John Weaver, presented the 

Feather in the Cap award to member John 

Hafner for his hole in one on May 24, 

2013 on the par 3, 124 yard, 15th hole with 

a 7 iron. at the Bennett Valley Golf Course. 

   Charles Aver is the newest Santa Rosa Branch 

#17 SIR member.  He has transferred from Branch 

#76 where he had been a member for 10 years, be-

ing a director for 5 years and is a past Big SIR.  He 

volunteers in his spare time at the Welcome Center 

in Old Railroad Square.  Charles enjoys a variety of 

interests such as: book club and swaps, computers, 

model railroading and historical events.  

  Charles has been retired from various sales/service 

jobs since June of 1991. He is married to Dorothy 

and they enjoy dining out and traveling together. 

   At the September meeting a small yellow slip 
of paper was passed out to all members inquir-
ing about your likes and dislikes regarding the 
SIR organization.  If you did not fill it out and re-
turn it with your badge that day please bring it 
with you to complete it and turn in at the next 
meeting. 

   In addition to the above item we are opening a 

“Suggestion Box” for you to email your 

comments/suggestions for the good of improve-
ments for Branch 17. Please address your com-
ment to our new Growth Coordinator Fred Rose.  

Send your email to: fredricrose@comcast.net. 
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Bicycling    Gary Erickson & the S/Rosa Cycling Club 
 

Friendly Friday is the name of the reg-

ularly scheduled ride that the SRCC 

hosts every week. The ride accommo-

dates the skills and pace of a diverse 

group of riders where the Start/Finish 

rotates between Cotati, Santa Rosa, 

Sebastopol, and Healdsburg. The "A" 

group that Gary rides with is com-

prised of retirees whose pace is 12-16 

mph over a course that's typically 

around 30 miles long. The group stops to rest and regroup 

often along the way.  

If you are an avid rider and would like to join other SIR 

members for a sociable ride through Sonoma County's 

beauty, please contact Gary Erickson at (707) 478-7860 

or gbe@yahoo.com for details.   

Club membership, helmet, as well as a liability release 

are required.  

Book Club 

If you enjoy good company and book discussions, then 
the Book Club may be just what you're looking for. The 
members meet and pick a book for the following meet-
ing and then members give their views and discuss the 

style and compare with similar books they may have 
read. As to the selection of books, it is up to the mem-
bers to decide: history, literature ,thrillers, fiction etc.  
Contact Adu Ebrahim at (707) 566-4786 or email to 

aebra@aol.com for more information. 

Activities 

Fishing  

in Sitka Alaska 
Anyone interested in 
heading to Sitka, Alas-
ka to do some salmon 
fishing in 2014? 
Kingfisher Charters 
offers great accommodations, meals, boats and fishing.  
 

A 3-day, 4-night trip costs $2,295.00 plus travel in 2014.  
An added plus is they process the fish on site so when 
you head to the Sitka Airport your boxes of frozen fish 
are right there with you!  
 

No date has been set yet, but July - August 2014 would 
be a good time to go.  For more details visit their web site    
at www.kingfishercharters.com   
 

I'll be asking for sign-ups later this year.  Contact Ted 
Scapeccia at tescape@sbcglobal.net or (707) 539-5049. 

Bridge     
   Bob Bennett of Branch 76 has 
restarted the SIR Couples Bridge 
Activity involving members and 
their wives from Branch #76 and 
Branch #17. 
 

   Each month couples are paired up with one couple 
designated to host the game in their home. Eleven cou-
ples have signed on and Bob has generated scheduling 
and rules regarding the play. 
 

   Each month 5 games are expected to be played with 
one couple having a bye.  
 

   Our bridge activities are coordinated by chairman Al 
Black, 578-3210, or email to rosaridge@comcast.com. 

Bowling 

When was the last time you 

went bowling? Has it been too 

long?  SIR bowling happens 

every Monday morning at 

Double Decker Lanes in Roh-

nert Park, adjacent to the golf 

course.  We start at 10 A.M. and finish before Noon.  A new 

season will be starting soon!  Check it out. 

Don’t think you are good enough? Wrong!! This is casual 

bowling, no teams, but we maintain handicaps and have a 

very small prize fund each week.  We have good bowlers, 

and not so good bowlers, but we have fun and we get a little 

exercise.  Try it.  No reservations.  Bring a friend or two and 

just show up a bit early and get your names in. 

The Bowling Activities Chairman is Jim Armstrong call him 

at 707-322-7603 or email to army4344@yahoo.com 

Boys Night Out      
 

Last month’s dinner was at Café Europe and we all 

enjoyed the Oktoberfest specials..  A great evening 

was had by all that attended. Definitely worth a re-

turn engagement.  

   This month we are going to 

Sweet T’s Restaurant & Bar, 

2047 Stagecoach Road,  up in 

the Fountaingrove area.  

   This restaurant is southern 

inspired and features classics such as shrimp & grits, 

fried chicken, and house smoked BBQ. 

   If you would like to join us, the date is Wednesday 

November 13th, time is 6:00 P.M.   

   Contact Fred Rose 707-548-5797 or send an email 

to: fredricrose@comcast.net for reservations., by 

November 10th. 
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Golf 

Interested in playing? 

Our current Branch 

17 golf chairman is 

the incomparable Jim 

Lamar, (707) 539-

9064, or email to 

jlamar@hughes.net. 

For more information check out the website at   

http://www.sirstategolf.com/ and scrolling thru 

the months (entry forms and all).  Check ‘em out. 

November golf dates at Bennett Valley are on 

Mondays the 4th, 11th, 18th and the 25th. 

The default play schedule is to begin at 8:30 A.M.  

Phone Bennett Valley at (707) 528-3673, give 

them your name and foursome if you have one, and 

they will give you a tee time. Singles will be as-

signed where there is an opening. Check in at the 

Pro Shop.  All money will be handled there. 

Allow enough time to be there should Bennett Val-

ley have cancellations and be able to advance the 

tee times. 

For other golf outings, contact Frank Morabito, 

(707) 542-0372, or send an email to  

morabirdies@comcast.net. 

NON-RESPONSIBILITY  DECLARATION 
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure 

of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any 
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.  

An old man goes to the Wizard to ask him 
if he can remove a curse he has been liv-
ing with for the last 40 years. 
The Wizard says, “Maybe, but you will 
have to tell me the exact words that were 
used to put the curse on. 
The old man says without hesitation, “I 
now pronounce you man and wife.” 

Traveling Golfers 

 Well, we're at the end of our golf travel season, and boy, 

did we ever finish it off in style.  We had one of those 
warm sunny days that San Francisco can offer up in Oc-
tober, and a great golf course to enjoy it on.  By the luck 
of the "Travel Gods", we missed out on the B.A.R.T. 

strike by one day. 

   Nestled in the cypress trees along the shores of Lake 
Merced, we worked our way through the 18 holes that 

Pros will play at the Charles Schwab Cup Champion-
ship.  Guests on this trip out numbered our members, 
and they came from far and wide to play the 

course.  Among them were: Doug Dicus, Sean McAlvain, 
Matt Hoplamazian, Bill Bump, Doug Vezina, George 
Wolfe, and Robert Varty.  It was a pleasure sharing a fun 
day of golf with them at Harding Park. 

   Bob Andrews took first place, shot low net, and got 
closest to the pin on hole # 17.  Way to go Bob!!!  Fred 
Rose's group cleaned up on the rest of our closest to the 

pin holes.  Fred nailed # 11, Doug Vezina took # 3, and 
Bill Bump claimed # 8.  I took honorable mentions for the 
largest divot of the day.   

   In the near future, I'll be forwarding out a list of possible 
golf courses that we could play next year.  Give us some 
feed back as to which ones you would really like to expe-
rience.  I'm not looking for commitments at this time, just 

the courses you would like to play.  The more golfers we 
can get to participate in on our traveling adventures, the 
more fun it will be.  

   Oh, and next year, bring a guest, a neighbor, a friend... 
It's good for travel golf, It's good for SIR. 

   Until next time, Good Golfing, 

Roy Thuestad is our Group Travel Coordinator working 
with Frank Morabito from Sonoma SIR and planning oth-
er trips of interest for our Branch 17 golfers.   

   You can contact Roy at (707) 838-7804, or send an 

email to roymond@comcast.net. 

Garden Club 

Contact our Garden Club chairman, Vern 
Calsy, by phone at 707-545-0932, or by  
email at vecjfc@sbcglobal.net for more in-
formation, or better yet attend a brief 
meeting of interested gardeners generally 
held at 11:15 A.M. in the Board meeting 
room prior to each regular meeting. 

   Joke of the day! 

Harding Park, October 17, 2013 
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BRANCH 17 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Friday December 20, 2013 – Scottish Rite Temple 

No Host Cocktail Hour 11:00 A.M. Lunch served 12:00 Noon 

The Christmas Party Committee has planned a great party 

for our members and their guests.  You may choose either 

New York Steak or Salmon .  Each entrée is served with a 

Salad, Potatoes, French bread and butter, Dessert, Wine and 

Coffee .   

The entertainment will be provided by the Redwood 

Chordsmen , thanks to Bill Fulwider for arranging this!  On 

the next page is a form to send to our treasurer to reserve a 

seat for you and your guests.  Simply download and print 

the form, complete it and send it along with your check 

and a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Stan Borges. 

Make checks payable to SIRs BRANCH # 17.  The tickets will 

be mailed to you in your envelope before the party.  

CUT-OFF DATE FOR RESERVATIONS IS DECEMBER 10, 2013 

 

SEND TO:  Stan Borges 

2011 Stone Wood Drive 

Santa Rosa, CA  95404 

 

TO ASSIST STAN WITH THE SEATING ARRANGEMENTS, 

PLEASE RESERVE A TABLE FOR YOUR GROUP. 
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BRANCH 17 CHRISTMAS PARTY 

December 20, 2013 – Scottish Rite Temple 

No Host Cocktail Hour 11:00 A.M. Lunch served 12:00 Noon 

 
 
Your name & badge number: __________________________________________________ 
 
Your guest(s) name(s):  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
New York Steak ______ or Salmon ______ at $30.00 per person = $________  
 
Paid by Check # ___________   
 
 

Your name and names of the persons in group, (table of eight)  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

TABLES ASSIGNED, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED. RESPOND BY DECEMBER 10, 2013 

 


