
 

 

The  REDWOOD BARK  Newsletter For July 18, 2019 Meeting  

Monthly lunch meeting at LEGENDS in the Bennett Valley Golf Course, 3328 Yulupa Ave. Santa Rosa. 

NOTE:  We will be meeting in the main dining area, NOT our regular banquet room.  

So come in through the main entrance, NOT the side entrance that we usually use! See Pg 2  

For Excused Absences, Guest Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please contact the Attendance 
Chairman listed below by 10:00 am on the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, other-

wise you will be charged for a meal that was ordered for you, thinking you were coming.  

NEW Contact:  Jim Gurke, 1jgurke@gmail.com  or call 707-303-0989, leave a voice mail message. 

Meeting Schedule  
Board Meeting:  10:00 am  

Fellowship & Social Hour:  11:00 am  

Lunch:  12:00 noon  

Speaker:  Luis Gutierrez  

Adjourn by:  1:30 pm  

Please place your badge into the collection buckets 

when leaving through the side doors to the parking lot . 

Lunch Menu  

Caesar Salad  

Enchiladas (1/2 tray chicken, 1/2 tray cheese)  

Rice, beans and chips  

Carrot Cake  
Beverages:  Regular or decaf coffee, iced tea or water.  
 Beer, wine and mixed drinks, and free sodas are 
 available at the bar.  

Big Sir  Dennis Mangan’s  

Message  
dfmangan@gmail.com     301-717-6234   

Retirement finances can be 
confusing. When to retire from 
full time employment? When to 
start taking social security? How 
much to sock away to cover 
expenses? How long do you expect to live? Tough 
questions and most are without good answers.  
Uncertainty is very anxiety-inducing. Just ask my 
wife. Every once in a while, we have the dreaded 
“money talk” in which we look at how fast we are 
spending our retirement savings. Depending on our 
moods, this can be a casual discussion or a full 
blown financial hissy fit. We look at the spreadsheet 
and it is clear we need to either slow down our 
spending or start dying sooner. We decide to 
address the former rather than the latter.  

With prices and taxes going up every year and 
income staying about the same, spending has to be 
decreased. Where to cut though is a hard decision. 
Yet, this exercise gives us a golden opportunity to 
stop and think about what’s important to us. Travel-
ing to spend time with family and friends is a high 
priority so we keep that at the top of our list. Invest-
ing in ourselves with fitness and educational classes 
is also high. Buying a new TV gets bumped down.  

(continued on page 2) 
(continued on page 2)  

    As we venture into the month 
of July, many fond memories 
come to mind.  

    First of all, July 4 is most 
memorable as the birthday of 

our nation. Certainly, Fourth of July parties filled 
with parades, fireworks and traditional American 
cookouts and barbeques fill the summer air with the 
smells and aromas of these special events.  

In the years of Julys past, I recall a few events 
that I shall always remember. My family and I 
looked forward to spending a few July weekends in 
Lake County. During the late fifties and late sixties 
Lake County was the summer place to go. With my 
grandmother, Noni, mother and dad drove my sister, 
Gloria, my brother, Louis, and me to a little hamlet 
with a Scottish name—Loch Lomond. We also 
enjoyed days at a place nearby named Adams 
Springs. To the south of these spots, a popular 
resort, Hobergs, was located. Hobergs was The 
Place with teenagers and lots of music and enter-
tainment. But of course, we were younger and could 
not go. Anyway, horseshoes, horseback riding,  
croquet and swimming were the main activities at 
our end of the road.  

Little Sir George Traverso’s  

 Message  
geosan@sbcglobal.net   528-6987  

New Website:  www.sir17.org   

http://branch17.sirinc2.org/index.html
mailto:1jgurke@gmail.com
mailto:dfmangan@gmail.com
mailto:geosan@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sir17.org


 

 

MAY Member Attendance  
There was no attendance taken June, as there 

was no meeting, but a picnic instead,  

OFFICERS:  

Big Sir:  Dennis Mangan . . . . . . . . . . . 

Little Sir:  George Traverso . . . . . . . . 

Secretary:  Jim Gurke . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Asset. Sectr’y:  Kurt Wehrmeister . . 

Treasurer:  Glenn Seime  . . . . . . . . . . 

Asset. Treasurer:  Al Petrie . . . . . . . . 

Newsletter Editor:  Jim Fenstermaker . 

DIRECTORS:  
Gary Bondi  
Mark Burchill  
Rich de Lambert  
Ken Johnson  
Chris Nolan  
Paul Willihnganz  

WEBMASTERS:  
Dennis Mangan  
Mark Burchill  
Jim Fenstermaker  

AREA 10 GOVERNOR         REGION 3 DIRECTOR  
      Robert Reuther                Dennis Pangburn  

PHONE:  

301-717-6234  

707-528-6987  

707-843-3464  

630-461-2715  
707-537-5360  

707-545-7208  
707-548-3346  

EMAIL:  

dfmangan@gmail.com . . . . . 

geosan@sbcglobal.net . . . . . 

1jgurke@gmail.com . . . . . . . 

kurtwehrmeister@gmail.com 

gseime@sbcglobal.net . . . . . 

alpetrie7@aol.com . . . . . . . .  
sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . . . .  

SIR Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 10 of Region 3. 

The following is a list of your 2019 Officers and Directors. 

Little Sir Message   (continued from page 1)  

Waking up to Mom’s breakfasts in one of the 
cabins will always stay with me in my memory. 
Movie night at Adams was always fun. One even-
ing, cousin Bill and I were assigned to operate the 
movie projector…I think we saw The Charles Lind-
bergh Story starring Jimmy Stewart. Later, on 
Talent Night, I played the accordion and Bill sang 
Dean Martin songs. I can still hear the applause and 
cheers.  

I was about 12 years old when I took an un-
forgettable trip to Lake County. My older cousin, 
Gene, just got a new ’58 Chevy. I was in the 
backseat with Bill and Uncle Louie when I suddenly 
became carsick. Of course, as you can imagine, I 
christened Gene’s new car with my gift. He got so 
angry that he threw all my clothes, except my 
shorts, down a canyon. Now, I occasionally pass the 
spot and think of my neat shirt and pants that lay 
somewhere down there...“Summer memories!” 

Big Sir Message    (continued from page 1)   

Wealth is not a topic we normally discuss at our 
luncheons. You just assume everyone is comfortable 
and has no concerns. That may or may not be true. 
However, wealth cannot be measured simply by 
dollars in the bank. When you are gone, people will 
not remember how much you had in a savings  
account.  They will remember how you made them 
feel as a trusted friend.  Being a member of SIR 17 
has introduced me to many wealthy men.  
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Return to Page 1 

Attendance:  NEW CONTACT for July  

Jim Gurke. . . 1jgurke@gmail.com . . . 707-303-0989 

Membership Relations in MAY  
There was not a meeting in June, due to the 

picnic, nor are there any known new inductions 
scheduled for July 18th meeting.  

Program for July 18th Meeting:  
We are in for a real treat at our July lunch meeting 
to hear from an individual, Luis Gutierrez, who 
came to this country via Mexico. With the current 
interests of our immigration situation in today’s 
news, I believe that Luis’ story is very relevant and 
important so we can understand such a person’s sit-
uation. Luis is proud of his Mayan ancestry and is a 
native of Yucatan in the south peninsula of Mexico.  
His story  and ordeal of coming to the Southern 
Border in 1997 as a fourteen year old and his 
current business accomplishments makes me, a 
native-born American, very thankful to hear of his 
view of soon becoming an American citizen. 
What a story! Hats off to Luis.  
  (Article by George Traverso)  

List of the June Birthdays  

 Oscar Barragan  Glenn Seime  

       Charles Stark  

List of the July Birthdays 

 Frank Bastoni  Dino Boito  

 Don Salazar  Kurt Wehrmeister  

Changed meeting location:  Somehow Legends 
booked a memorial for people coming from the east 
coast at the same time as our Sir meeting. This party 
could not handle using the main dinning room/bar area, 
but we can, to help them out for this time around! 

mailto:dfmangan@gmail.com
mailto:1jgurke@gmail.com
mailto:gseime@sbcglobal.net
mailto:1jgurke@gmail.com
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Bowling:                      (Article by Mike Heinzelman) 

    If you have an interest in 
joining the SIR bowling 
league, or just want to see 
how Mike is progress-
ing, come-on-down to 
Double Decker Lanes in 
Rohnert Park any Monday 
at 10:00 am. Ask for the SIR bowling group. 
(Remember, it’s not a weekly commitment--just 
come when you can.) Whether you are a good bow-
ler or a beginner, you are welcome.  

    For more information call Mike Heinzelman at 
579-6615 or email to: mdheinz2@gmail.com. 

Bocce:   (Article by Mark Burchill)  

The SIR Bocce group spent 
a pleasant spring afternoon at 
Mark Burchill's backyard court, 
playing three games. Wine, beer, 
snacks were plentiful and a good 
time was had by all. The next 
SIR Bocce group will gather again on Tuesday, July 
23rd. Contact Mark for time and location.  

Anyone interested in joining the Bocce group for 
a fun, relaxing Bocce afternoon, please contact 
Mark Burchill, at: SIRMarkB@sonic.net  

Activities: 

Boys’ Night Out:    

For the Wednesday, July 10th, the chosen spot is 

Charlie’s Restaurant at Windsor Golf Course.  

For all the golfers in our group, here is a chance 

to enjoy a round of golf during the afternoon and 

then stay for good fellowship in the evening.  

 Come around 5:30pm for cocktails and order 

dinner by 6:00pm.  

For more information check out their website at 

www.windsorgolf.com/charlies-restaurant/ 

or call 707-838-8802.  

Reservations are a must!  
Contact Don at malvestitidon485@gmail.com  

or call him at 539-0677, by Sunday, July 7th. 

 Leave a message if he does not answer.  

Return to Page 1 

Buffet Buddy:  (Article by Glenn Seime)   

If a member has a hard time navigating the 

buffet line, someone at that members table should 

offer to be a “Buffet Buddy” for that member need-

ing help. He will dish up for his buddy and then 

himself. He would have access to the head of the 

buffet line whenever he wanted for both his buddy 

and himself, and it is important that this service be 

offered, and not wait to be asked.  

It seems to be working, so let’s keep it going!  

2019 Nominating Committee for 2020 Officers, 

Bob Reuther Chair, Ted Scapeccia, and Jim Gurke, 
have proposed the following slate of nominations 
who have accepted if elected:  

Big SIR:  George Traverso  

Little SIR:  Gary Bondi  

Secretary:  Jim Gurke  

Assistant Secretary:  Kurt Wehrmeister  

Treasurer:  Glenn Seime  

Assistant Treasurer:  Al Petrie  

Directors:  Gordon Boultbee, Paul Willihnganz, 
Chris Nolan, Rich de Lambert, Ken Johnson  

According to Procedure 34, the committee must 
serve the nominees on the Big Sir and BEC by May 31, 
2019. The nominees shall then be published in the July 
Branch Bulletin The Redwood Bark . The election of 
officers shall occur in August. Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor at that time.  

Bridge:  

    Bridge is an important 

activity with many of our 

members not only within 

our own branch but with 

participation of members 

from other branches in our area. Al Black, the 

Chairman for many years has decided to move 

down to the Santa Barbara area. So now Bridge 

activities will be coordinated by new chairmen 

Pete Mc Grath, email at:  pmcgrath@sonic.net. 

or call:  579-8133. for the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays and 

Jim Park at: jcpark38@sbcglobal.net or call him 

at 707-578-4255 for the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays.  

    Bridge days scheduled this month for play at 

Legends Restaurant in Bennett Valley starting 

at 10:00 am on Tuesdays, July 2nd , 9th. 15th, & 

23rd. If in doubt, contact Mike Heinzelman at 707-

579-6615 or at”  mdheinz2@gmail.com.  

mailto:mdheinz2@gmail.com
mailto:SIRMarkB@sonic.net
http://www.windsorgolf.com/charlies-restaurant/
mailto:malvestitidon485@gmail.com.
mailto:pmcgrath@sonic.net
mailto:jcpark38@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mdheinz2@gmail.com.
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GLOBAL FORUM:   (Article  by Marvin Mai)  

The Global Forum meeting is on Friday, July 

12th at 10:00 am. The normal 

World Wide range of topics 

possibilities are: North Korea 

and U.S. What’s next? Fall-

out from the G-20 meeting, 

U.S. relations with Iran, Rus-

sia, China, India, Mexico and 

Canada. What’s our future?. 

All Sir members are invited to join this monthly 

confab at 4743 Woodview Drive.  

(South on Summerfield Rd to the end, turn left up  

the hill about 1/3 mile, the house is on the left.)  

PARK IN THE DRIVEWAY OR IN THE BAY 

ACROSS THE STREET, AS THERE IS  

NO PARKING ON THE STREET. 

Should you have any questions, please email  

Marvin at maimarvin57@gmail.com  

or call him at 545-2224.  

Fishing:    (Article by Don Salazar)  
If you are interested in arranging a fishing 

and/or camping outing with our fishing expert, 

then you need to con-

tact Don Salazar at 

545-0873, he does 

NOT have an email, 

but his phone works 

just fine. Better yet, have a talk with him at the July 

18th meeting, you’ll be glad you did!  

Camera Club:  
Let's kickoff the camera club in Branch 17. If 

you would like to learn more 
about photography and show 
your pictures to a non-critical 
audience, this is the place for 
you. However, this camera 
club is not limited to men. 
Our wives may be more 
talented than we are.  

Who:  SIRs and their lady friend(s)  

Where:  1947 Bay Meadow Drive, S/R  

When:  Friday, July 19, 2019  

Time:  1:30 p.m.  

What to bring:  Up to three pictures on USB 

  Flash drive to display for comment.  

RSVP:  richosborne@outlook.com or call 

  303-304-9262  

You will have several questions, which will get 

  answered:  

Where we will meet? Maybe our houses until 

  we find a place.  

How often will we meet? Probably monthly.  

What equipment do I need? Whatever you have.  

Where will we take pictures? All over, beginning 

 with local vistas and branching out to more 

 distant locales.  

At this formative meeting, we will: 

show our pictures for non-critical comment, 

seek consensus on the above questions,  

learn about Instagram,  

receive an assignment for the next meeting.  

Please RSVP so I know how many are coming.  

Thanks, new SIR 17 member Rich Osborne  

Couples Night Out: 
For Thursday, July 25th the chosen spot is the 

ever popular Kirin Restaurant at 2700 Yulupa 
Avenue, (in the Bethards shopping center) Kirin has 
been open at 
this location 
since 1985, but 
are under new 
ownership now.  

They serve 
Mandarin and 
Sichuan style Chinese dinner, along with beer and 
wine. You can choose from mild to very hot and 
spicy entrees and as either an individual dish or a 
combination plate. If you are a Chinese food lover 
and have never tried Kirin’s then you owe it to 
yourself to try the place—you will not be sorry!  

For more information check out their menu and 
website at: www.kirinsr.com or call 525-1957.  

Come at 5:30 pm and get ready to enjoy the 
evening. They also have quite a selection of beer 
and wine to choose from.  

As always: Reservations are a MUST! 

Contact Fred Rose at fredricrose@comcast.net  

or call 707-548-5797  by Monday July 22nd  

to reserve your place at the big table. 

Hope to see lots of SIR members there!!!  

mailto:maimarvin57@gmail.com
mailto:richosborne@outlook.com
www,kirinsr.com
mailto:fredricrose@comcast.net


 

 

The Poem of the month for July  

The New Colossus  

By Emma Lazarus  

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,  

With conquering limbs astride from land to land;  

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand  

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame  

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name  

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand  

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command  

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.  

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she  

With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,  

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,  

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  

Send these, the homeless, tempest -tost to me,  

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”  

     A special Thank You to members Gordon Boultbee and others for helping 

me by spotting all my errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling and any other 

boo-boos I have made before the final edition goes to press and you see it.             

Jim, the Editor  

Back to page 1 
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SIR Publicity:  

We are planning to have a table at the Sonoma 

County Fair, August 9th, the free Senior Day. We 

would need three or four Sir members to take turns 

during the day at a table with our SIR poster. If you 

can spare a couple of hours to spend spreading the 

word about the SIR organization to seniors, this 

would be great. If so, contact Lance at a Sir meeting 

or email him at:  lance@pon.net  (put Sir in the 

heading).          Thanks,    Lance Thompson  

Golf:  

No matter what condition  

your condition is in,  

you can always enjoy golf.  

Come join us for a fun day of golf.  

 
The place to be is the Bennett Valley  
Golf Course - The time to be there is  
Monday mornings starting at 8:30 am. 

Hope to see you all out there.  

Until next time, Good Golfing.  

Roy Thuestad  

roymond@comcast.net   

975-4406  

POKER  FEST:       (Article by Steve Edelstein)  
    We have more players who 
are willing to play twice a 
month. We would be willing to 
help you learn how to play. It’s 
fun and good way to meet your 
fellow Sir members. Please call 
Steve to let him know are planning to attend.  

    The dates are Thursdays, July 11th and ??th, 
from 12:30 pm to 4:00 pm, at Legends in the 
Bennett Valley Golf Course.  

Contact Steve Edelstein by email at:  

1hatisland@gmail.com or call 206-8084.  

Please leave a message, I will return your call.  

Half of all Americans live within 50 miles of what?  

Their birthplace!  

mailto:lance@pon.net
mailto:roymond@comcast.net
mailto:1hatisland@gmail.com


 

 

Travel Golf       (article by Roy Thuestad )  
August is a busy month for Travel Golf. Look ahead 

and clear your calendars, then get ready for some golf.  

We'll be playing the Windsor Golf Course on 
August 8 th. Streams, ponds and well placed bunkers 
make this an interesting but challenging course. A cold 
beer at Charlie's afterwards, makes it rewarding. Includ-
ed in the package are: green fees, shared cart, and prize 
fund. Jim Gurke will be hosting this event so shoot 
him an email at: 1jgurke@gmail.com, or sign up at the 
BV ProShop if you're interested.  

The 7th Annual Sebastopol Golf & BBQ is coming 
up on August 22nd. This is a fun-filled event which has 
become a tradition you won't want to miss out on. I 
want to remind everyone that there are only five golf 
carts available for 10 shared riders. We'll reserve these 
carts on a first come - first served basis for those who 
NEED a cart to play. If riding in a cart is something you 
like to do rather than need to do -- plan on walking.  
Roy Thuestad is hosting this event so send him an 
email at: roymond@comcast.net to reserve a cart early, 
or be sure to make a note of it when you see the sign-
up sheet in the ProShop. Oh, by the way, ladies, signifi-
cant others and prospective SIR guests are invited also.  

Windsor  $50.  
Thursday, August 8 - 10:00 am  
http://www.windsorgolf.com/  

Includes:  Greens fee, shared cart, prize fund.  

7th Annual Sebastopol  

Golf & BBQ  $25  
Thursday, August 22 - 8:30 am Shotgun Start  

Includes:  walking rate green fees and prize fund.  
Shared carts are extra.  

The cost of the BBQ is on us and is our way of saying 
thanks for being an active golf club member.  

Paradise Valley  
 Yocha Dehe  

Cache Creek Casino Hotel  
Stay & Play  $ 285  

Wed & Thur, Oct 9 & 10  
based on dbl. occupancy and two golfers w/shared cart.  

*add $110 single occupancy with one golfer in single cart.  

Paradise Valley - Wed, Oct 9 - 10:00 am  
https://www.fairfieldgolf.com/  

Cache Creek Casino Hotel Check in:-Oct 9 4:00 pm 
https://www.cachecreek.com/  

Yocha Dehe-Thurs., Oct 10 - 9:00 am  
https://yochadehegolfclub.com/  
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Sunshine Report:  

We need your help to tell us 
before the monthly meeting if 
any of our members are sick or  
if some member has died.  

All you need to do is call Kurt Wehrmeister, 

our Assistant Secretary at 630-461-2715. Please 
be sure to use this phone number as the listing in 
the roster last month was wrong, but all have 
been corrected now. We don’t want to miss any-
one.  

The BEC’s plan, under the leadership of Big Sir 
Dennis Mangan, is to send a get well card signed 
by our members to those who are sick, hospitalized 
or laid up for any reason. We would also like to 
know about any death of a Sir member or their 
immediate family member so that we can send 
condolence cards. The cards will be available for 
signing at the beginning of the meeting. Just ask 
where they are when you come in and pay for your 
meal.    (Article by Robert Reuther)  

THE FAMOUS BEACH BLANKET BABYLON 
SHOW IN SAN FRANCISCO IS CLOSING!  

SO LET’S GO!!!  
Wednesday, OCTOBER 23RD   8:00 PM  

TICKETS ARE $59 EACH.  

Seating is Front Cabaret  

DEADLINE FOR TICKETS SEPTEMBER 30TH  

CONTACT FRED ROSE 707-579-3582 (leave 
a message) or fredricrose@comcast.net  

Mail checks to:  Fred Rose, 2105 Contra Costa Ave.  

Santa Rosa, CA 95405-8108  

If we have enough interest, we will have a roundtrip 
bus costing from $50 to $35 each depending on 

how many people and size of the bus.  

We are also trying to put together  
a pre-show dinner. Details to follow. 

Back to page 1 

mailto:1jgurke@gmail.com
mailto:roymond@comcast.net
http://www.oakmontgc.com/
https://www.fairfieldgolf.com/
https://www.cachecreek.com/
https://yochadehegolfclub.com/
mailto:fredricrose@comcast.net


 

 

    A little girl climbed up onto her 
grandfather’s lap and asked, “Did 
God make me?” “Yes,” the grand-
father replied. 

    “Did he make you too?” “Yes, ” 
said the grandfather.  

    “Well,” the girl said, looking at his 
wrinkles and thinning hair, “he sure  

 is doing a better job nowadays!” 

 Joke of the day 

Calendar of SIR Events for July 2019  
Details and contact information is available on the SIR 17 web-

site: http://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html  

Any Monday    Golf at BVGC  

Any Monday    Bowling, Double Decker Lanes, R/P, 10 am  

July   9  Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am  

July  10  BNO,  Charlie’s Grill, Windsor Golf Course 5:30 pm  

July  11  Poker Fest, Legends, BVGC, 12:30 pm 

July  12  Global Forum, Marvin Mai’s place, 10:00 am  

July  18  Sir Lunch & Meeting, Legends, 11:00am  

July  19  Camera Club, Rich Osborne’s place, 1:30 pm 

July  23  Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am  

July  25  CNO, Karin Restaurant, 5:30 pm  

July  ??  Wine & Beer Appreciation,  ?? 

Wine & Beer Appreciation:  (Article by Gary Bondi)  

On June 25th, eleven of our fellow Sir members, 
along with some spouses and friends, did a private 
tour of the Russian River Brewery in Windsor. We 
were given a history of the brewery, a close up 
inside view of the process from start to finish and a 
tasting of some of their beers. Even if you are not a 
beer lover, I think you would find it to be quite an 
amazing place. I suggest you stop by there to see 
for yourself. Following the tour we had lunch in the 
brewery's restaurant and as always, some great 
social time. I believe everyone enjoyed the outing. 
Thank you to all those who attended and we hope to 
see you at our next event.  

We are in the planning stages for our next 
outing, with tentative dates of either Wednesday, 
July 31st or Friday, August 2nd. Watch for an email 
with details of the time and place.  

 If you have any questions, contact me, Gary 
Bondi, at:  gbondi@sonic.net, or call my home 
phone, 539-2445.  
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On Sunday, August 25, 2019, we are planning a 

group activity to see Those Dancin’ Feet produced 

by Transcendence Theatre’s “Broadway Under the 

Stars” at Jack London State Historic Park.  

This will be the closing night for this show with 

a Broadway cast who will be singing and dancing 

and whirling through decades of dance. Plus, you 

will be experiencing the magic of Broadway while 

looking out at a hillside covered in vines and 

redwoods from the ruins of a 19th century winery. 

No need to fly and go to New York City, London 

England, or L.A., as this is in your backyard in 

Glen Ellen. The event is open to all Sirs, spouses, 

significant others, and guests. 

The schedule that is planned is to arrive about 5 

pm or so when the theatre opens and picnic together 

before the show and enjoy live music. You can 

bring your own food or buy food from the food 

trucks on site. Beer and wine can be purchased but 

not brought in. The show starts at 7:30 pm. and 

ends around 10:00 pm with a 15-minute intermis-

sion. 

No need to worry about walking with a recent 

knee or hip replacement, as there are golf carts for 

you and your group to be driven to the picnic and 

theatre area. Just ask for an accessibility golf cart 

when driving up the entry road to the park.  

We have secured a substantial discount with the 

theatre and they have provided us with a concierge 

who will help you book your tickets over the 

phone. Simply visit www.SIRSBroadway.com 

and fill out the reservation form. Our dedicated 

Sales Coordinator Lorenzo Alviso will then call 

you directly to book your tickets.  

You may also reach out to Lorenzo directly at  

LAlviso@TTCSonoma.org or call 877-424-1414  

Ext 2 to purchase your tickets.  

The show is expected to sell out quickly so re-

serve your tickets today and make plans to come 

and enjoy!   (Article by Robert Reuther)  

Back to page 1 

http://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html
mailto:gbondi@sonic.net
http://www.SIRSBroadway.com
mailto:LAlviso@TTCSonoma.org


 

 

NON-RESPONSIBILITY  DECLARATION  
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure 
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State SIRinc Officers for 2019  

State President:  Ed Benson 

  EBENSONBWA@AOL.COM 

Region #3 Director:  Dennis Pangburn  

  PANG1@COMCAST.NET  

  For areas:  7, 8, 9 & 10  

Area #10 Governor:  Robert Reuther  

  RAREUTHER@YAHOO.COM  

 For Branches:  17, 53, 76, 92, 132 & 158  

    Since the beginning of SIR in 1958 there have 
been 179 branches established. As of November 
2018 there are still 117 active branches but 48 
branches have dissolved and 14 are now inactive 
but not yet dissolved.  
A new State Roster has been published on 6-13-19 
and a updated SIRinc Policy & Procedures Manual 
has been published on 6-24-19. Both are available 
on www.sirin.org/meminfo/  

Have you checked out the  

NEW SIR Branch 17 website?  
Try it out at www.s ir17.org ,  you will be amazed. 

This is the place to go to find the latest information as it is usually updated  

almost daily, thanks to:  Dennis Mangan, Mark Burchill & Jim Fenstermaker.  

The latest edition of  is now available to view online. 

This a very interesting and informative newsletter produced by SIRinc with 

many articles republished from many of the SIR Branches throughout the state.  

Look at pages 9 & 10 of the articles from Branch 17 and all of the other items 

in its 28 pages. To view this newsletter go to www.sirinc.org/sirhappenings, 

then click on to tab Happenings May. 2019. this will ask you to open or save the 

PDF file in you favorite PDF program. Best to select “Open.” You can always 

save if you want, for later reading. Also you can print what pages you what or 

the entire document.       Read and enjoy!  

The Fourth of July—also known as Independence Day or 

July 4th—has been a federal holiday in the United States since 

1941, but the tradition of Independence Day celebrations goes 

back to the 18th century and the American Revolution. On July 

2nd, 1776, the Continental Congress voted in favor of inde-

pendence, and two days later delegates from the 13 colonies 

adopted the Declaration of Independence, a historic document 

drafted by Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 to the present day, 

July 4th has been celebrated as the birth of American inde-

pendence, with festivities ranging from fireworks, parades and 

concerts to more casual family gatherings and barbecues.  

Back to page 1 

http://www.sirin.org/meminfo/
http://www.sir17.org
http://www.sirinc.org/sirhappenings
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Annual Branch 17/176 Picnic, A Big Success!  
What a great Picnic, or as someone said, "What a Great Garden Party!" From what I have heard, every-

one had a great time!  

There were 67 Sirs and guests from our Branch 17 joined by 65 Sirs and guests from Branch 176 under 
the shade oaks at the Windsor Golf Course for good camaraderie, drink and food. If that wasn't enough, add 
the raffle, that had over 30 prizes and a bingo game that had cash prizes. Off in a corner of the event enter 
was a cornhole game for people to test their dexterity. 

The day was made even more pleasant with background music provided by Mark Burchill. A great selec-
tion of various tunes that enhanced the ambiance. 

I have to take my hat off to our caterer, they did a great job by providing an excellent meal. There was 
plenty of food for anyone wanting seconds.  The menu consisted of BBQ chicken, vegetarian pasta, salad, 
chili beans and garlic bread. This was topped off with a great carrot cake dessert! If you were there, you 
know how good it was. 

Raffle prizes ranged from a bottle of zinfandel, a hat, a cork screw and a private tasting for 10 donated by 
Christopher Creek winery, a bottle of Korbel Champagne along with VIP tasting donated by Korbel, a round 
of golf for four, including cart donated by Windsor Golf Course, to 11 gift baskets loaded with goodies rang-
ing from a margarita basket to a bath time basket to kid's stuff and gourmet dog treats. Our own Chris Nolen 
made out like a bandit. He and his lovely wife went home with a giant salami donated by Ritz Food, a hand-
made quilt donated by Lynn Scapeccia and one of the gift baskets! Quite a day.  

I could go on and on, but if you were there, you know how good it was. If you were not there, you missed 
a truly great Sir event. Be sure to sign up next year. Oh, by the way, if you want to get on the Picnic Com-
mittee, see me, Ted Scapeccia. I will see to it you have something to do. 

Speaking of the Picnic Committee, we don't want to forget to thank Dennis Mangan, Glenn Seime, Al Pe-
trie, Rich de Lambert, George Traverso, Gary Bondi and Mark Burchill for their hard work creating a truly 
great event!  

Ted Scapeccia,  

Sir Branch 17  

Picnic Chairman, 2019  
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