The REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For Apr. 17, 2015 Meeting

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on
the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
Contact: Marv Schouweiler, mschouweiler@att.net 707-484-3070

Meeting Schedule
Board Meeting: 10:30 A.M.
Social Hour: 11:00 A.M.
Lunch: 12:00 Noon
Speaker: Phil Barber, sports writer for the Press Democrat.
Adjourn by: 1:30 P.M.
Bartenders: Don Malvestiti, Bob Vidalin, Frank Bastoni
and Mark Burchill.
Greeters: Rotating by board members
Please place your badges into the collection
buckets when leaving the meeting.

Lunch Menu
Broccoli cheddar soup,

Caesar salad & Bay shrimp, cocktail sauce,
avocado, croutons and fresh parmesan cheese.
OR

Spinach vegetable ravioli with a sun dried
tomato sauce.
California strawberries & ice cream dessert.
All entrées served with baked bread and butter,
coffee, iced tea and ice water.

BIG SIR Herb Percy’s
Message

LITTLE SIR Jim Gurke’s

dadpercy@yahoo.com 707-575-7787

ljgurke@gmail.com 707-843-3464

Message

Find your spirit /and no
challenge will keep you
from achieving your goals.
Chris Penn

Recently, we received a message from our
SIRinc President, Bob Hairston, and he is requesting that we all should be about the word "ONE". In
other words, what can I do for SIR's this year or the
upcoming year. (See his message on page 2.)
We are accepting nominations for Big SIR, Little
SIR, Assistant Secretary, and 3 Director positions.
Ask yourself the question, would any of these positions be fun for me and can I make a lasting positive impression?
Please contact Fred Rose, member of the nominating committee, at fredricrose@comcast.net or
call him at 548-5797 if you are interested. We only
have until August before the elections! Come and
be part of a group that wants to see SIR Branch 17
grow!

What are the reasons for belonging to SIR? How best to
recruit new members? Sharing of common interests and activities is the glue that keeps the organization together, so as
officers and board members what can we do to better achieve
these ends?
These are a few of the things we discuss when the board
meets prior to our social hour and luncheon. My own interest
in joining was golf, camaraderie, and lunch with an opportunity to hear from our guest speakers. Through hook or
crook, I now find myself serving as Little Sir with an expectation of becoming Big Sir next year. If I’m to serve you as
best I can, I would like to hear from you about your thoughts
on how to best keep our SIR branch 17 viable and growing.
Take a moment to think about the value you get by being a
SIR member. I’m interested in knowing whether things are
fine as is; or perhaps you want to suggest some ways to improve our chapter.
Spring has sprung and I’m getting the vegetable garden in
order… Best Regards, Jim
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 13 of Region 10
The following is a list of your 2015 Officers and Directors
OFFICERS:

Email:

BIG SIR: Herb Percy . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

dadpercy@yahoo.com . . . 707-575-7787

Phone:

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR
Dino Boito
Kent Richmond
Fred Rose

LITTLE SIR: Jim Gurke . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1jgurke@gmail.com . . . . . . 707-843-3464

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS

SECRETARY: Jim Fenstermaker . . . . .

Dennis Mangan
Glenn Seime
John Sommerville

sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . . . 707-548-3346

ASST. SECRETARY: Jim Jones . . . . . . . j_rjones@att.com . . . . . . . . 707-539-2027

WEB MASTER

TREASURER: Stan Borges . . . . . . . . . stanborges@comcast.net . 707-545-0699

James Mac Millan

ASST. TREASURER: Glenn Seime . . .

gseime@sbcglobal.net . . . . 707-571-7976

AREA 13 GOVERNOR

IMD. PAST BIG SIR: Stephen Virtue .

stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net

707-578-8638

Contact Branch 17 at our website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org
or email: j_rjones@att.com

David McCuan

REGION 10 DIRECTOR
James Filippo

PRESIDENT OF SIRinc.
Bobbie Hairston

March Attendance

March Membership

Marv Schouweiler, Chairman

Doug Weber, Chairman

mschouweiler@att.net

zzzweber@aol.com

th

707-484-3070

The March 20 general meeting of
Branch 17 had a total attendance of
84, made up of 81 members, 1 guest
and 2 visiting speakers.
Three members have been removed
from the active status: #136 George
Nelson has passed away, #113 Baer Rambach is moving
and has resigned, #41 Steve Newman has transferred to
Windsor branch 76.

707-545-3188
th

At the March 20 general meeting the total membership for Branch
17 was 117 active members and
1 inactive member.
The application for membership were received from John Gallagher and was accepted by the BEC. Induction will possibly be during
the April general meeting.

The above message was reprinted, with permission, from the Winter Edition 2015 SIR Happenings newsletter.
Return to Page 1
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Chaplains’ Corner by Herb Percy
You can't build a reputation on
what you are going to do.
Henry Ford

I think this slogan is very appropriate for those who want to serve and
be of help to people especially in
those times of need.
It is good to ask yourself, what
have I done for my neighbor lately both in the
physical or, that in the spiritual form, such as praying? We all need each other to make things happen and at the same time, leaving a lasting legacy.
Let’s keep Bob Bailey, as he is experiencing
health issues, in our thoughts and prayers along
with all of our members.
Make a friend and not just an acquaintance.
Contact either Herb Percy at 575-7787, email at:
dadpercy@yahoo.com
OR
assistant Mike Heinzelman at 579-6615, or email

List of the APRIL
Birthday Boys!
Jim Berger
Adu Ebrahim
Ken Prouty
Robert Reuther
Doug Weber

The April 17, 2015 General Meeting
Our April guest speaker is Phil Barber, sports
writer for the Press Democrat. Phil has spent more
than 20 years in publishing, including seven as an
editor in a busy sports publishing shop, 8 as a freelance writer and the previous 5-1/2 as a sports reporter for the Press Democrat. He’s done everything from investigative reporting to humor to ad
copy, for everything from books and magazines to
web sites and brochures. According to Phil, “I want
to have viable options when the newspaper industry finally implodes around me.”

2016 Officers and Directors.
The nominating committee has come up with a suggested list of names of members to nominate for 2016
Officers and Directors as follows.
Big SIR:
Jim Gurke
Little SIR:
Dennis Mangan
Secretary:
Jim Jones
Asst. Sectry.: suggestions
Treasurer:
Stan Borges
Asst. Treasr.: Glenn Seime
One year Directors:
Kent Richmond, Stephen Virtue / suggestions
Two year Directors:
Lance Thompson, Ted Scapeccia / suggestions
BARK Editor: Jim Fenstermaker
If you have someone in mind you would like to nominate for an officer or director OR if you would like to
become an officer or director, then please contact any
of the members on the nominating committee:
Larry Kelly lark1938@sbcglobal.net or 579-1903
Fred Rose fredricrose@comcast.net or 548-5797
Stephen Virtue stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net or 578-8638

SIR PICNIC - Thursday JUNE 25, 2015
Our picnic will be a joint picnic of our SIR Branch 17 and Windsor Branch 176. It will be held at the VILLA
CHANTICLEER in Healdsburg with SOCIAL HOUR at 12:00 with BARBECUE at 1:00 pm. The fare will be Tri
Tip Steak, Chili Beans, Salad, Corn, Bread & Butter, Wine, Beer, Soft Drinks and Ice Cream. TICKETS WILL BE
ON SALE AT THE MAY 15th MEETING . THE PRICE PER TICKET IS $20.00. To expedite, please have check
made out SIR Branch 17 or have exact change. After the May meeting, you may still purchase tickets from
Robert Gaggero, 526-7739 until June 16, 2015. Please send check made out to SIR Branch 17 and enclose a
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: Robert Gaggero, 139 Hatona Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. PLEASE
REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR PLATES AND SILVERWARE. Please car pool if possible, as there will be two
groups. ALL VOLUNTEERS ARE WELCOME and appreciated. TO VOLUNTEER SEE A MEMBER OF THE PICNIC
COMMITTEE. We hope all members can attend and make the picnic a huge success!!!!!!!!
Thanks, the Picnic Committee, Frank Moreda, Robert Gaggero
PLEASE NOTE: THE PICNIC IS ON THE
Return to Page 1

4TH THURSDAY OF JUNE
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Activities

Bridge

Bowling
When was the last time you went
bowling? Has it been too long? SIR
bowling happens every Monday morning at Double Decker Lanes in Rohnert
Park adjacent to the golf course. We start at 10 A.M.
and finish before Noon.
Don’t think you are good enough? Wrong!! This is
casual bowling, no teams, but we maintain handicaps and
have a very small prize fund each week. We have good
bowlers, and not so good bowlers, but we have fun and
we get a little exercise. Try it. You do NOT need to
make a commitment to bowl EVERY week. Just come
on out and bowl.
The Bowling Activities Chairman is Jim Armstrong;
call 707-322-7603 or email army4344@yahoo.com.

Boys Night Out

(Article written by Ed Haynes)

March BNO was at the Third Street Aleworks. We

had a grand St. Patty's Day dinner of very good
corned beef and cabbage. The ale was tasty and
flowed generously to all. We enjoyed the noisy
young folk around us as well as the food and
drinks.
Come join us at our next dinner on Wednesday
in MONTI'S ROTISSERIE AND BAR located at
714 Village Court
in the Montgomery Village Shopping Center, Santa Rosa. Suggest
that you park in
the lot north of
the
Bank
Of
America building on Sonoma Avenue. Walk down
the breezeway to Monti's and tell the hostess, "Ed
sent me!" Monti's menu has selections that are palatable to your varying tastes. For more information
go to their website and check out the menus at:
http://www.starkrestaurants.com/montis_rotisserie.html

The date Wednesday April 8th at 6:00 PM
RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST!
Contact Ed Haynes at 539-2840 (leave message) or
e-mail Ed at libbyh5149@aol.com. if you are planning to attend. Please respond before noon on the
8th. Hope to see you there!
Return to Page 1

(Article written by Stephen Virtue)

Bridge is an important activity with many of our members not only within our own branch but with participation of
members from other branches in our area. (Our first come
first served up to 12 players) Bridge activities are coordinated by chairman Al Black, email to rosaridge@comcast.com
or call 707-578-3210. We welcome new and interested members to think of joining the pool of players.
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at Legends Restaurant Bennett Valley starting at 10 AM are on Tuesdays
April 14 and 28.
.

Couples Night Out

(Article written by Jim Jones)

Couples Night Out is a monthly event which is intended to bring SIR couples together for an evening of enjoyment and dining at a local restaurant which is noted for
its experience, cuisine and affordability. Our club meets
every month at a restaurant of choice. Our Couples
Night Out for April will be on Tuesday April 14th at
The Riviera Ristorante in Santa Rosa. No host beverages will be served at 6:00 pm with dinner at 6:30 pm.
The Riviera Ristorante is located at 75 Montgomery
Drive, Santa Rosa, 579-2882. The Riviera, a family
owned and operated restaurant, is one of the more notable restaurants in our area for fine Italian cuisine. It is
also noted as the restaurant of choice for the Professional
Bicycling crowd, which includes Lance Armstrong, Levi
Leipheimer, and many other notables. The restaurant has
for years boasted with pride some of the finest Italian
dining in all of Sonoma County. And, the legions of dedicated followers will heartily attest. Their food is authentic Italian cuisine, made using only the freshest ingredients. Established over 25 years ago, they take their inspiration from Mediterranean and local cuisines. The delicious array of tantalizing Italian dishes include housemade pastas, meat, poultry and fish, creative antipasti,
garden fresh salads, and of course, rich desserts. As always, the cost per person will depend upon the individual’s menu and beverage selections. Individual tabs have
been arranged. For those who wish to bring their personal favorite wine to this occasion, there is a modest corkage fee.
If you would like to join us on our next fun outing, you
must notify Jim Jones at j_rjones@att.net or by calling
539-2027, by April 7th.
Reservations Are An Absolute Must!
Seating is limited to twelve couples for this venue,
so “First Come First Served”!
You can visit The Riviera Ristorante website to view
the menus at http://www.rivieraristorante.net
Don’t be left out of another great get together of good
food, good wine and good friends. Hope to see you there!
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Fishing
If you have not yet heard, we have six hearty soles
signed up to board the Miss Anita on Wednesday July
15th for a one day salmon fishing trip out of Porto Bodega.
The fortunate six are Assistant Fishing Chair Don Salazar, Glenn Seime, Jim Jones and Jack Rossetti of SIR
Branch 17. Joining them will be Jim Oswald and John
Bateman from Oakmont SIRS.
This year's salmon fishing is
expected to be another good
one as the salmon population
has not yet been effected by the
drought. In fact, early report
indicate the salmon population
off the Sonoma Coast is up significantly over last year's
numbers. However, that may change in the near future
as low flows in the Russian and Sacramento Rivers hinder spawning salmon. I am sure you have all been reading about the Corps of Engineers’ efforts to keep river
flows up to aid the salmon, much to the chagrin of farmers and ranchers.
With that, you may want to reconsider taking advantage of this year's higher salmon population and book
a trip. It may be a while before we see salmon population numbers like these again.
If you have any questions, contact Ted Scapeccia via
email at tescape@sbcglobal.net or call 529-0063 or call
Don Salazar at 545-0873 who are more than happy to
answer your questions.
(Article written by Ted Scapeccia)

Garden Club
SIR John French is hoping
to revive the Garden Club
meetings which have been idle
for a little while and now is the
time to think “Gardening”.
Spring has sprung here in beautiful Sonoma
County and the Garden Club is gearing up again
for another year of bounty. Come on by, let's
share proven secrets and techniques or discuss
problems you may be experiencing as we're here
to help one another. Anyone wishing to garden
but doesn't have the space, we can help you!
We will meet as before, just prior to the general
meeting at 11:15 am in the Board meeting room
and hope to see you there!
Any questions, contact John French at:
sonomaink@yahoo.com or 707-280-4120.
Return to Page 1

GLOBAL FORUM
We opened our second
Friday March 13, Forum by
continuing our conversation
on air-pollution in the San
Joaquin CA valley and that
of China. Farmers in the
Valley claim Chinese polution is floating across the
Pacific. Farming has been causing air-pollution
since the beginning of civilization - see complaints
on Sonoma county farm smells. The Chinese just
published an expose on its major city air-pollution
issue.
Next, we reviewed most of the potential presidential election candidates.
We talked about how random
events and challenges effected our futures, also how much our family backgrounds vary.
Revolutionary book recommendation:
Thieves of State, by Sarah Chayes.
Next FORUM Friday April 10, at 10:00 AM.
Bring your issues for discussion. Expect to talk and
listen for about two hours at Chuck Aver's house,
1520 Briarfield Pl. Go Hwy 12 up Los Olivos, after
crossing Manzanita, right at Briarfield, 2nd house
on right. Cheers, Chuck!
(Article written by Chuck Aver)
Bocce Ball has been set up as a SIRinc state activity.
It has even been suggested to start a new local group. It
is being looked into, but first a few things have to be
worked out. Mainly finding local sites suitable for
more that 6 players at one time and what to do about
insurance. More to be discussed at the next meeting.
There have been several changes made in the past few
months to our membership roster. New members have
been added, some members went from active to inactive,
a few transferred to other branches, addresses and phone
numbers changed. If you want a new roster, check out
our website www.branch17.sirinc2.org or call 548-3346.

Joke of the day!
We were at a red light when a car
pulled up, its music blasting. “He
will be deaf before he is 25,” I said.
“It won’t help us”, my wife replied.
“He will only turn it up louder.”
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Golf

Traveling Golf

The yearly aeration and sanding maintenance of
the Bennett Valley Golf Course greens is scheduled to
begin Monday March 23rd and finished on approximately Thursday April 2nd. During this heavy maintenance and recovery cycle, the SIR Branch 17 & 76 Golf
Club will be playing at the following courses:

Golf at Hidden Valley Lake was all that we had
been expecting. Great weather and a fun signature hole to tee off on (one hundred feet above
the fairway with hazards everywhere). This is
what golf's all about. Guests included John
Week, Greg O'Malley and Chris Thuestad. Bob
Nadell and Fred Rose took first place in their respective flights with Bob shooting a respectable
69 for the low net of the day. Greg O'Malley hit
the green on the CTP hole and won a free round
of golf for his efforts. We had a low putt contest in
which all entrants kicked in two dollars towards a
winner-take-all kitty.
Dennis Mangan walked
away with a $26 prize for his 27 putts. Not bad
pickin’s for one afternoon...about a buck a putt.

Oakmont EAST on Monday April 6th starting at 9:00
- $43.00/player
(includes greens fees, cart and prize fund).
If you decide to continue to play at the BVGC during
this period of aeration and not play with the SIR Br 1776
Golf Club at Oakmont you may certainly do so as an individual golfer. John Weaver will be hosting the play
at Bennett Valley Golf Course on April 6th. Normal
play will resume at BVGC on Monday April 13th
starting at 8:30 am., be sure to contact BVGC to sign
up for April 13th play.
The Golf Club has a current membership of sixty-three
SIRs from our combined 17 and 76 branches. The course
that we call home is the Bennett Valley GC, the premier
municipal course for all of the North Bay. This meticulously maintained tree lined course offers numerous challenges for the golfer with almost any handicap. On warm
summer days forty plus SIRs can be found sharing a
friendly and sometimes mildly competitive game of golf.
During the colder and wetter months of the year our
numbers dwindle slightly. But there are those of us who
are so dedicated to the game that we savor the brisk and
sometimes wet winter weather just to get in one more
game.
If you are currently not a member of our golf club and
you are interested in playing, please contact Jim Jones at
(707) 539-2027 or email at j_rjones@att.net.
Our club, along with our sister Branch 76 club, meets
every Monday at the Bennett Valley Golf Course, except
on holidays, when golf is rescheduled for Tuesday. As
always, allow enough time to be there should Bennett
Valley have cancellations and advance our scheduled tee
times even further.
For more information about SIR golf, please check out
the NEW golf website at http://www.golf.sirinc2.org
where you can find tournament entry forms and schedules of upcoming local and state wide tournaments. Contact Jim Jones at (707) 539-2027 or email at
j_rjones@att.net for information about SIR State competition and events.
(Article written by Jim Jones)

A few important Travel Golf notes to go over:
We have our Tahoe Stay and Play coming up
in July. I know that this game day is a long way
off, but I have to confirm with the golf courses that
we have a minimum of ten players by April 15th. If
we don't have ten players we will loose a large
security deposit, or, to save the deposit, cancel
the trip for lack of interest. To date we have six
committed players and one player who's a maybe. If you've been thinking about going on this trip
but haven't signed up because it's four months
away, act now. Let me know soon, or we'll loose
out on some great Tahoe golf. Remember, you
can sign up every Monday at BV Golf, give me a
call at 975-4406, or shoot me an email at
roymond@comcast.net.
Yocha Dehe is coming up on April 15th with a
$99 entry fee. The application form can be found
on the SIR branch 17 web site at:
http://branch17.sirinc2@org/activiities.html
Send the completed application along with the
fees directly to SIR branch 106.
The Presidio will be on April 23rd and there is
a $90 fee. We have 24 committed players and I
think that's a great showing, but there is still room
for 1 lady and a couple of guy players. Come join us on this one, don't
miss out on a great day of golf.

Until next time, Good Golfing.
Roy Thuestad

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.
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