The REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For Dec. 18, 2015 Meeting

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on
the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
Contact: Marv Schouweiler, mschouweiler@att.net 707-484-3070 or John French, sonomaink@yahoo.com 707-280-4120

Christmas Luncheon with the Ladies

Special Lunch Menu
Garlic & pepper crusted New York Strip Steak
with horseradish sauce
or
baked Salmon with lemon caper aioli.

Board Meeting: None
Social Hour: 11:00 A.M.
Lunch: 12:00 Noon
Entertainment: By the quartet “Just One More Song”
Adjourn by: 1:30 P.M.

All entrees served with: hearty tomato fennel soup,
butternut squash and sage risotto,
braised Brussel sprouts with pancetta & hazelnuts,
Franco American sourdough bread with butter,
dessert of warm gingerbread in a pool of cream anglais
with whipped cream, wine, coffee and ice water.

BIG SIR Herb Percy’s
Message

LITTLE SIR Jim Gurke’s

dadpercy@yahoo.com 707-575-7787

ljgurke@gmail.com 707-843-3464

You can never cross the ocean
until you have the courage to
loose sight of the shore.
Christopher Columbus

Reading the above quote sounds what we as a
group have experienced this past year.
We have lost members by death, moving to live
closer to relatives, moving due to the economy and
other situations we all do not know.
We had to ascertain another caterer, increase
costs of lunches and membership, etc.
Going through all this and many other things in
our lives, we come out stronger because we have
survived, period.
I want to thank all the members and especially
the leaders for their support during my tenure as
Branch 17 Big SIR.
It has been educational along with pleasure and
I wish the new leaders much success for 2016.

Message
Jim is on vacation the month of
December.
He will be back for the January
meetings as the new incoming
BIG SIR!
The recent message from our SIRinc State President
(found on page 4) says it all. As your 2016 Big SIR, I’ll
need that same kind of effort from our membership. Most
importantly at this time, is for someone to accept the position
of Secretary, (how about it, Board Members) a position that
is required by our SIRinc bylaws.
Our Little SIR, Dennis Mangan, has already put together a
great speaker program for January through March. Roy
Thuestad and Rick De Lambert tee’d up as golf co-chairmen,
teaming with Branch 76 members. Mark Burchill and Fred
Rose have stepped up to the plate as our respective Boys
Night Out and Couple Night Out coordinators. John French
has taken over membership duties from Marv Schouweiler
after his many years of fine service.
Jim Fenstermaker has likewise been an excellent Secretary
for several years. So I ask once again, please consider helping Branch 17 by either volunteering as our new Secretary or
consider any other ways you can contribute.
Best Holiday Wishes to all of you and a Happy 2016.
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 13 of Region 10
The following is a list of your 2015 Officers and Directors
OFFICERS:

Email:

BIG SIR: Herb Percy . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

dadpercy@yahoo.com . . . 707-575-7787

Phone:

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR
Dino Boito
Kent Richmond
Fred Rose

LITTLE SIR: Jim Gurke . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1jgurke@gmail.com . . . . . . 707-843-3464

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS

SECRETARY: Jim Fenstermaker . . . .

Dennis Mangan
Glenn Seime
John Sommerville

sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . . . 707-548-3346

ASST. SECRETARY: (Vacant) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WEB MASTER

TREASURER: Stan Borges . . . . . . . . . stanborges@comcast.net . 707-545-0699

James Mac Millan

ASST. TREASURER: Glenn Seime . . .

gseime@sbcglobal.net . . . . 707-571-7976

AREA 13 GOVERNOR

IMD. PAST BIG SIR: Stephen Virtue .

stephenvirtue2015@gmail.com . .

707-578-8638

Contact Branch 17 at our website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org
or email: sirsrbrn17@gmail.com

November Attendance
Marv Schouweiler, Chairman
mschouweiler@att.net

707-484-3070

There were 87 members that attended our general meeting on November 20th.
#45 Howard Simpson has transferred to Oakmont Branch and #22
Vern Calsy has changed to the inactive status. We had 5
new guests along with our speaker. There were 6 members that failed to notify Marv that they would not be
attending this meeting.

Chaplains’ Corner

by Herb Percy

Silent Night, Holy Night all is Calm,
all is Bright, because we have a Savior
who is loving and watches over us.
May this Christmas season be most
blessed to you and your loved ones.
And may we ask God our Heavenly
Father to watch over us during the coming year until he calls each and all of us to that Great Mansion.
Remember to make a friend and
not just an acquaintance.
Contact Herb Percy, email dadpercy@yahoo.com or
call 575-7787 OR assistant chaplain Mike Heinzelman
at 579-6615, or email mdheinz2@gmail.com.

Return to Page 1

David McCuan

REGION 10 DIRECTOR
James Filippo

PRESIDENT OF SIRinc.
Bobbie Hairston

November Membership
Doug Weber, Chairman
zzzweber@aol.com

707-545-3188

No new applications for membership were presented to the BEC for
approval. Our newest member #8
Hank Karow sponsored by Marvin
Mai was inducted at the general
meeting.
The total membership now is 102 active members and
8 inactive members.

Hank Karow, Badge #8
is our newest member
sponsored by Marvin Mia.
Hank has been married to
Linda since September 2010.
Hank has enjoyed nearly a
50 year career in precision
optics after having learned
the trade at a German camera
company.
That company sent him to the USA to produce variable focus lenses for SLR cameras for only 2 years. He
liked it so well here he stayed.
Hank has lived in many areas of the USA but liked
Santa Rosa the best, so he is now here to stay. He retired in September of 2002 with lots of stories to tell.
Hank is interested in astronomy, bocce ball, bowling,
genealogy, golf, horseshoes along with stamp collecting. Welcome aboard to Branch 17!
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List of the December Birthday Boys!

The December 18, 2015 Special Meeting:

James Gurke
Lee Kennedy
Frank Helm
Ralph Lassa
Larry Kelly
Romie Schneider
Lloyd von der Mehden

This will be our Annual Christmas Luncheon
with the Ladies.
The new caterers have presented us with a very
tasty menu (see page 1) with two main choices, but
they are also offering a vegetarian meal of:

A name will be drawn during the January 2016 mtg.

The November 16, 2015 General Meeting
Our speaker and program was by Marrianne
McBride, President & CEO of the Council on Aging. She provided a very interesting and informative
presentation that had several members staying after the
meeting to get answers to their many questions.
Council on Aging was founded in 1966 as a private
501 [c] [3] non-profit organization that provides 17
programs to assist 99,000 Sonoma County seniors over
60 years of age with social, financial, legal and nutritional concerns.
Meals on Wheels: Is the largest program in Sonoma
County serving more than 1800 seniors that receive
nutritionally balanced meals each day. For many, it’s
their only meal for the day! The meals cost an average
of $4.00 each.
Aging Parents: The Council on Aging provides advice and a helping hand as parents get older—what to
look for, when to be concerned, assistance when issues
arise. They handle an average of 400 calls per month
for theses types of calls.

Little SIR Jim Gurke & Marrianne McBride

The Poem of the day!
O C hri s t ma s T ree - O C hr is t ma s T r ee
Yo u sta nd i n v er d a n t b e au t y, O b e a ut y
Yo ur b o u g h s ar e gr e e n i n s u m me r ’ s glo w
An d d o no t fad e i n wi n t er ’s s no w.
O C h r i s t ma s T r e e .
An o n y mo u s
Return to Page 1

Butternut squash anf sage risotto,
braised Brussel sprouts,
mixed green salad with kidney
and garbanzo beans, tomatoes, etc.
Plus a gluten-free meal will also be available.
Be sure to get your reservations made using the
form on page 7 and get it mailed to Stan Borges.
Be sure to include a stamped, self-addressed envelope for Stan to mail back your tickets. This needs
to be done by December 4th. Also, do not forget
to make your entre selection. Call Stan if you need
to change your selection. There will be NO tickets
sold at the door on the day of the lunch.
Advanced reservations only are required.
Entertainment this year will be provided by a quartet called “Just One More Song”.
So come and enjoy the day!

Activities:
BOCCE BALL
After some preliminary
research, the best place for
our group to play will be at
Julliard Park in Santa Rosa.
There are 6 courts that are
accessible during the day,
well groomed and regulation size (90' x 12').
Since the last meeting several members expressed
interest in playing, so contact Bocce Ball chairman
Jim Dale, email him at jim@daleassociates.com or
call 707-495-1195. Better yet, find him at the January
meeting and talk with him there.

Bowling
Our assistant Chaplain, Mike Heinzelman, has agreed to
take over the Bowling Activities Chairmanship.
SIR bowling has been happening every Monday morning at
Double Decker Lanes in Rohnert Park, adjacent to the golf
course. We normally start at 10’00 am.
If you are excited about bowling, but would like discuss a
possible different date and-or time, then contact Mike at
mdheinz2@gmail.com or call 707-579-6615.
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Boys Night Out
The November BNO was held at Willie Bird’s Restaurant where, in honor of Thanksgiving, we indulged
in a great variety of turkey meals.
Due to the busy Christmas holiday schedule everyone has, it has been decided to for-go the December
BNO this year.
Please mark your 2016 calendar now for Wednesday
January 6th if you guys would like to join us for a casual dinner at Sweet T’s Southern Food Restaurant &
Bar, 2097 Stagecoach Rd., #100 in NE Santa Rosa.
Sweet T’s is known
for their varied menus of
Southern style foods,
with fried chicken one of
their specialties.
For more information
and to view the menu, go
to their website at:
www.sweettssr.com or
call 707-595-3935
Please contact Mark Burchill by email:
MarkNick@sonic.net or call him, 707-542-2529

Bridge
Bridge is an important activity with many
of our members not only within our own
branch but with participation of members
from other branches in our area. Bridge activities are coordinated by chairman Al Black, email to
rosaridge@comcast.com or call 707-578-3210.
We welcome new and interested members to think of joining the pool of players.
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at Legends Restaurant Bennett Valley starting at 10 AM will be only on
Tuesday December 8th.

Couples Night Out
The November Couples Night Out was attended
by 10 couples at Jack & Tony’s Restaurant &
Whiskey Bar in the Old Railroad Square area. The
food and service was excellent along with a lot of
conversation between those that could hear one
another. A very good choice of places to try.
As you might have guessed by now, there will
NOT be a CNO for the month of December 2015.
Mark your calendar though for
Wednesday January 13, 2016
for places unknown at this time.
Contact Fred Rose at fredricrose@comcast.net or
call 707-548-5797 for suggestions or information.
Return to Page 1

SIRinc President’s Letter

December 2015

On January 1 we will have a new SIRinc President named Don Dill.

My responsibility will

shift to head of the nominating committee. It
will be the job of my committee to help continue SIR by choosing good leaders.
I need the help of all of our members to do
the job properly. There are Sirs who think
they do not have time or that the job is too
hard. Are these the same men who had successful careers?
I have had nothing but support and encouragement from the leaders I have worked with
in SIR. Every position I held from branch director, Little Sir, Big Sir, Area Governor and
on through State President has been a small
price to pay for the fellowship and fun and
brotherhood I have received in SIR.
We are all volunteers in Sons in Retirement.
Our leaders come from our members. To paraphrase a famous President, “ Ask not what your
organization can do for you; ask what you can
do for Sons in Retirement.”
I am waiting on your call.
Bob Hairston
707-252-0252
forebjeepers@yahoo.com

Computers
Anyone else interested is starting up a
computer meeting of SIR minds? I have 5
signed up so far. What are your goals or
interests? Basic or advanced operations,
web creation, learning how to get around
on the web, photo editing, spreadsheet creation and uses, word documents, data base creations and uses, printing problems, PDF files, how to protect your computer
from all the bad things out there or other ideas.
If interested, send Jim Fenstermaker an email to:
sirsrbrn17@gmail.com or call him at 707-548-3346.
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Fishing
Now that we are approaching 2016 it is time to be
thinking of fishing trips for that year.
To begin with, it is best to book a trip to Alaska no
later than February in the year that you want to go fishing. With that said, I will have signup sheets available at
the November 20th SIR meeting. I propose we go with
what has been successful in the past. That is, we use
Kingfisher Charters and go in the late July early August
time frame. Kingfisher has an excellent lodge with very
comfortable accommodations. The food is great with
several choices for each meal. They do an excellent job
of processing the fish and insuring you get your boxes of
fish fillets on your flight. The two captains I have had
experience with have a great deal of experience with the
waters around Sitka. The time frame I am suggesting
will enable us to catch both Coho and Chinook salmon,
so we should return from our trip with at least 100 lbs. of
fillets.
The cost of the trip was $2210.00 in 2014 plus air fare
for a 3-day 4-night trip. I'll be getting more information
on cost as we move forward on the planning.
So, be on the lookout for the signup sheets and be the
first at your table to get your name on the list. If you
have not been salmon fishing in Alaska, you owe it to
yourself to take this trip.
As always, please contact me about questions you
might have, or if you have any suggestions for a fishing
experience.
If anyone is interested in this activity, contact Ted
Scapeccia by email at tescape@sbcglobal.net or call
529-5049 Fishing Chairman or Don Salazar at 545-0873
Assistant Fishing Chairman.
(Article written by Ted Scapeccia)

Garden Club

(Article written by Tom Johnson)

Adu
and
Sally
EBRAHIM opened their
home for the November
gathering of the GLOBAL
FORUM. They provided a
comfortable space for an
exciting conversation about world events, as well as
coffee and refreshments to fuel our discussion.
All SIR members interested in exploring our global
environment are invited to join the monthly confab.
We will again be meeting from 9:30 to 11:30 am on
the second Friday December 11th at the Ebrahim’s
home: 3576 Lake Park Drive (just off Bicentennial one
block north of the Lucky/Home Depot complex).
Should you have any questions, please email Adu at
aebra@aol.com, or if you do get lost, then call him at
566-4786 for more directions.
We hope to see more of you there!

JAZZ BAND

(Article written by Michael James)

It is with great sadness that we need to inform all
of you that we will be moving out of this area in
January 2016. We will therefore be discontinuing
our Jazz Band sessions. Thank you for your past
participation and hope you enjoyed it.
Any questions, please contact Michael James,
mjamesblue71147@gmail.com

or call him at 707-775-9470.
(Article written by John French)

Since winter is about to
settle in here in Sonoma
County most of our gardens
are done for this season. The
Christmas holidays are now
upon us with lots of things to
do along with our special
Christmas Lunch with the ladies., therefore there will NOT be a Garden Club
meeting in December 2015.
We will meet as before, just prior to the general
meeting at 11:15 am in the Board meeting room at the
January 15, 2016 Come by then, share some of your
gardening knowledge and find out what surprises just
may be in store for you next year!
I hope to see you there.
Any questions, contact John French at:
sonomaink@yahoo.com or 707-280-4120.
Return to Page 1

GLOBAL FORUM

Fun Facts About Color
Why Money is GREEN:
Why don’t ATM’s spew purple bills? Because of long
-lasting dye. When paper notes were introduced back
in 1929, the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing
opted to use green ink because the color was relatively
high in resistance to chemical and physical changes.
Also, at the time, green pigment was available in large
quantities for quick printing.

Joke of the day!
About growing older:
Long ago when men cursed and
beat the ground with sticks, it was
called witchcraft. Today it is call
GOLF!
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Golf

Traveling Golf

The worst of the dust has finally settled and our golf
chairmanship roles have now been filled.
Going forward, you'll see our weekly golf result report being authored in turn by the four chairmen of our
joint 17/76 golf club. From branch 17, we have Roy
Thuestad & Richard de Lambert, and from branch 76,
John Weaver & Bob Nadell. All of us have a slightly
different slant on golf reporting, which should make for
some interesting weekly reading. As usual, the winners
of the Flights, CTP contests, and Putting contests will get
their names up in lights as they are presented with their
weekly winnings.

GREAT NEWS
Travel Golf will now be led by two new cochairmen.
Jim Jones and Bob Andrews, both of
branch 76, have offered to take on the duties
related to Travel Golf. Both are avid golfers
who always keep an adventurous eye out for
new courses to play. I'm sure they will lead
us well.

We are in the process of tweaking some of our regular
golfing practices. Already we have established a new
"prize fund buy-in fee" of $4. This will take effect on
January 1st, 2016, and will allow for; increases in the
winnings pot, the covering the costs of administration,
and defraying costs of throwing an annual golf party,
BBQ, beer bash, or something like that. Hopefully these
changes will make for a more enjoyable SIR golf experience.

Sometime in the near future their report of
upcoming travel games will be posted. I look
forward in anticipation to see what courses
we will play in 2016.

Recently we put a request out for some of our members to complete the NCGA Handicap Certification Program. As an NCGA golf club we are required to have at
least one of our members qualify in this program once
every four years. Without it - we're not a valid NCGA
golf club and cannot issue indexes to club members. I
want to thank John French, Rich de Lambert and John
Weaver for already taking the time and effort to pass the
Handicap Certification Program. As they say, however,
"MORE IS BETTER" - hopefully a few more of us can
pass the certification program.

Signing off,

Come join in with Travel Golf, and sample
the great courses of the Bay Area and beyond.

Roy Thuestad
roymond@comcast.net
975-4406

If you are interested in qualifying for the program, the
NCGA website is: <ncga.org/port/hcp/index.php> There
is nothing else you would have to do other than taking
the test.
I'd like you all to remember,
that our chairmanship positions are
temporary in nature. In time, we
too will step down and will look to
you to stand in.
See you out on the fairway.
Roy Thuestad
roymond@comcast.net 975-4406
NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.
Return to Page 1
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BRANCH 17 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
Friday December 18, 2015 at the Scottish Rite Temple
No Host Cocktail Hour at 11:00 am, Lunch to be served at 12:00 noon
The Christmas Committee has planned a great party for our members and
their guests. You may choose either New York Steak or Salmon. Each entrée
is served with Salad, Potatoes, French Bread and Butter, Dessert, Wine and
Coffee.
At the bottom of this page is a form to send to our treasurer to reserve a seat
for you and your guests. Simply complete the form, detach it, send it along
with your check and a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Stan Borges.
Make checks payable to: SIR BRANCH #17. Your tickets will then be mailed
to you.
SEND FORM BELOW TO:
Stan Borges, 2011 Stone Wood Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95404
TO ASSIST STAN WITH THE SEATING ARRANGEMENTS,
PLEASE RESERVE A TABLE FOR YOUR GROUP.
*********************************************

New York Steak ___ or Salmon ___at $35.00 per person = $________ Ck # ____
Your Name:_____________________________________________________ Badge # _____
Names of persons in group, (tables of eight)
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED
PLEASE RESPOND BEFORE DECEMBER 4, 2015
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED!

NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT DOOR
Hope to see you all there, Bob Gaggero, Chairman

