The REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For June 25, 2015 PICNIC

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on
the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
Contact: Marv Schouweiler, mschouweiler@att.net 707-484-3070

NO Board nor General Meeting

PICNIC Lunch Menu

instead please attend our

Tri-tip steak,
Chili beans,
salad,
c orn ,
bread and butter,
wine, beer and soft drinks,
plus ice cream for dessert.

Annual Joint PICNIC with Branches 17 & 176
Villa Chanticleer picnic grounds in Healdsburg
Social hour at 12:00 noon. EAT lunch at 1:00 pm
Come hungry but please bring your OWN plates,
silverware, napkins and cups

BIG SIR Herb Percy’s
Message

LITTLE SIR Jim Gurke’s

dadpercy@yahoo.com 707-575-7787

ljgurke@gmail.com 707-843-3464

Entrepreneurs average 3.8
failure before success. What
sets successful ones apart is
their amazing persistence.
Lisa M. Amos

This last month has been a real challenge, between health
issues that I no longer can ignore and just every day things
that we have to deal with. Thinking about the Entrepreneur's
average 3.8 failure before succeeding with, & what you want
to complete and accomplish to your inner-satisfaction. I think
all of us SIR members can relate to that in some way.
At the last meeting I was approached by a couple of different gentlemen stating the noise level during our luncheon time
has increased, which is great, but we need to corral it, especially when we are having a speaker trying to talk about their
inner SIR's branch club, such as golfing, fishing, garden club,
global forum group, couples night out, bridge, boys night out,
bowling and now trying to get a bocce ball group started up.
These chairmen work hard for us and it would be appreciated
if we all give them our attention, whether or not we are interested in the topic being discussed. When I made mention at
the last meeting of the inattentiveness, I really appreciated
how the noise went down a little. We need to keep working
on this problem and give our presenters our courtesy and support. Thank you! See you at the picnic.

Message
Following up on my May column
(when I decided I had little original
to say, but a few suggestions about
great ‘reads’ and maybe a favorite
poem) here’s June’s offering.
On books, I’ve always been fond of historical novels, particularly those dealing with ancient Greece or Rome. One of
my all-time favorites is Imperium by Robert Harris. It’s the
first of two novels about Cicero, one of Rome’s most ambitious
lawyers and spellbinding orators. As noted by one reviewer,
“Full of back-biting and double dealing, compromise and intrigue.”
My poem selection is “Dark Hills” by Edwin Arlington Robinson, 1869-1935, about the consequences of war. See if you
can imagine his meaning in the poem.
Dark hills at evening in the west,
Where sunset hovers like a sound
Of golden horns that sang to rest
Old bones of warriors under ground
Far now from all the bannered ways
Where flash the legions of the sun,
You fade - as if the last of days
Were fading, and all wars were done.
Hope to see you all at the June Picnic…
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 13 of Region 10
The following is a list of your 2015 Officers and Directors
OFFICERS:

Email:

BIG SIR: Herb Percy . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

dadpercy@yahoo.com . . . 707-575-7787

Phone:

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR
Dino Boito
Kent Richmond
Fred Rose

LITTLE SIR: Jim Gurke . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1jgurke@gmail.com . . . . . . 707-843-3464

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS

SECRETARY: Jim Fenstermaker . . . . .

Dennis Mangan
Glenn Seime
John Sommerville

sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . . . 707-548-3346

ASST. SECRETARY: Jim Jones . . . . . . . j_rjones@att.com . . . . . . . . 707-539-2027

WEB MASTER

TREASURER: Stan Borges . . . . . . . . . stanborges@comcast.net . 707-545-0699

James Mac Millan

ASST. TREASURER: Glenn Seime . . .

gseime@sbcglobal.net . . . . 707-571-7976

AREA 13 GOVERNOR

IMD. PAST BIG SIR: Stephen Virtue .

stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net

707-578-8638

Contact Branch 17 at our website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org
or email: j_rjones@att.com

REGION 10 DIRECTOR
James Filippo

PRESIDENT OF SIRinc.
Bobbie Hairston

May Attendance

May Membership

Marv Schouweiler, Chairman

Doug Weber, Chairman

mschouweiler@att.net

zzzweber@aol.com

707-484-3070
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The May 15 general meeting of
Branch 17 had a total attendance of
75 members. There were NO guests
nor visitors. The speaker was own
member Dennis Mangan.
The Spring Edition of “SIR Happenings”
is now available on the SIRinc Website
To view the “SIR Happenings” log onto the website at:
http://www.SIRinc.org, then click on the “SIR Happenings” tab

on the top left area.
There are various reports from many different Branches telling about their interesting activities along with reports about
several State programs and Travel Bulletin of Trips.

Return to Page 1

David McCuan

707-545-3188

Oscar Barragan, filling in for
absent Doug, gave the following
report. At the May 15th general
meeting the total membership for
Branch 17 was 112 active members
and 4 inactive members.
There were NO applications for membership presented to the BEC.
There have been several changes made to our roster. New
members have been added, some members went from active
to inactive, a few transferred to other branches, addresses and
phone numbers changed.
If you want a new roster, check out our website

www.branch17.sirinc2.org or call 548-3346.
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Chaplains’ Corner by Herb Percy
You can't build a reputation on
what you are going to do.
Henry Ford

We need to keep our members in
our prayers for good health and
safety especially now that summer
is almost here and family travel
will be increasing.
If you hear of any SIR or members of their family that need our support and prayers, please call Chaplain Herb or Mike so we can
start praying and give your concerns to the Lord.
God loves for us to talk to him and he is always
waiting to hear from his children. Blessings to you
and your family!
Make a friend and not just an acquaintance.
Contact either Herb Percy at 575-7787, email at:
dadpercy@yahoo.com
OR
assistant Mike Heinzelman at 579-6615, or email
at: mdheinz2@gmail.com.

List of the JUNE
Birthday Boys!
Oscar Barragan
Paul Bartholow
John French
Ed Haynes
Bony Saludes
Glenn Seime

The May 15, 2015 General Meeting
Regarding last month’s program: We heard
from Dennis Mangan, PHD, regarding the human
genome project of which he was instrumental in its
creation at the National Institute of Health. Among
the many outcomes is the fact and we humans live
in symbiotic relation with many thousands of bacteria that enable our existence. While we attempt
to kill off harmful bacteria that may cause illness,
we are also at risk of unintended consequences
when good bacteria are killed off as well. A very
lively and interesting presentation, indeed.

2016 Officers and Directors.
The nominating committee has come up with a suggested list of names of members to nominate for 2016
Officers and Directors as follows.
Big SIR:
Jim Gurke
Little SIR:
Dennis Mangan
Secretary:
suggestions
Asst. Sectry.: suggestions
Treasurer:
Stan Borges
Asst. Treasr.: Glenn Seime
One year Directors:
Kent Richmond, Stephen Virtue / suggestions
Two year Directors:
Lance Thompson, Ted Scapeccia / suggestions
BARK Editor: Jim Fenstermaker
If you have someone in mind you would like to nominate for an officer or director OR if you would like to
become an officer or director, then please contact any
of the members on the nominating committee:
Larry Kelly lark1938@sbcglobal.net or 579-1903
Fred Rose fredricrose@comcast.net or 548-5797
Stephen Virtue stephenvirtue@sbcglobal.net or 578-8638
The JULY 17, 2015 meeting program is unknown at
this time. Stay tuned to the July issue of the BARK
for more details, so for now, go enjoy the picnic.

Father’s Day, Sunday June 21, 2015
A Father's Day celebration was held in Spokane,
Washington, at the YMCA by Sonora Smart Dodd.
Its first celebration was in the Spokane YMCA on
June 19, 1910. Her father, the Civil War veteran
William Jackson Smart, was a single parent who
raised his six children there. After hearing a sermon
about Jarvis' Mother's Day in 1909 at Central Methodist Episcopal Church, she told her pastor that fathers should have a similar holiday honoring them.
In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson issued the
first presidential proclamation honoring fathers,
designating the third Sunday in June as Father's
Day. Six years later, the day was made a permanent
national holiday when President Richard Nixon
signed it into law in 1972.
Return to Page 1
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Activities

Bridge

Bowling
When was the last time you went
bowling? Has it been too long? SIR
bowling happens every Monday morning at Double Decker Lanes in Rohnert
Park adjacent to the golf course. We start at 10 A.M.
and finish before Noon.
Don’t think you are good enough? Wrong!! This is
casual bowling, no teams, but we maintain handicaps and
have a very small prize fund each week. We have good
bowlers, and not so good bowlers, but we have fun and
we get a little exercise. Try it. You do NOT need to
make a commitment to bowl EVERY week. Just come
on out and bowl.
The Bowling Activities Chairman is Jim Armstrong;
call 707-322-7603 or email army4344@yahoo.com.

Boys Night Out
BNO for May, a very nice dinner was enjoyed by 8
SIR members, outdoors on the patio at Charlie’s by the
Golf Course just off Shiloh Road. Most of the members
had played 9 holes of golf at the Windsor Golf course
before dinner, so this made for a fun and enjoyable afternoon and evening.
Our next BNO will be to try out some BIG delicious
hamburgers from Mike’s at the Crossroads,
7665 Old Redwood Highway, Cotati. (In a small shopping center on the left side of ORH just before entering the
northbound on ramp to US101) Phone 707-665-9999

There are over a dozen different hamburgers to choice
from , in addition to several other sandwiches selections.
For more information or view the menu, check out
their web site at: www.mikesatthecrossroads.com

(Article written by Stephen Virtue)

Bridge is an important activity with many of our members not only within our own branch but with participation of
members from other branches in our area. (Our first come
first served up to 12 players) Bridge activities are coordinated by chairman Al Black, email to rosaridge@comcast.com
or call 707-578-3210. We welcome new and interested members to think of joining the pool of players.
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at Legends Restaurant Bennett Valley starting at 10 AM are on Tuesdays
June 9 and 23.
.

Couples Night Out

(Article written by Jim Gurke)

Couples Night Out is a monthly event which is intended to bring SIR couples together for an evening of enjoyment and dining at a local restaurant which is noted for
its experience, cuisine and affordability. Our club meets
every month at a restaurant of choice.
Our Couples Night Out for the month of June will be
Wednesday June 17th,
at La Rosa Tequileria
and Grille located at
500 4th Street, downtown Santa Rosa. No
host beverages will be
served at 6:00 pm with
dinner at 6:30 pm.
La Rosa features contemporary Latin flavors along
with traditional Mexican classics. They are home to over
160 premium tequilas and fresh squeezed margaritas. Set
in one of downtown Santa Rosa’s most beautiful buildings, the elegant decor, plush booths and large French
windowed doors, provide a great setting for our couples
night out.
As always, the cost per person will depend upon the
individual’s menu and beverage selections. Individual
tabs have been arranged. For those who wish to bring
their favorite wine, there is $10 corkage fee.
If you would like to join us on our next fun outing at
La Rosa Tequileria and Grill, please notify Jim Gurke,
at 843-3464 or 1jgurke@gmail.com, by June 10th.

th

The date Wednesday June 10 at 6:00 PM
RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST!
Contact Fred Rose, email fredricrose@comcast.net
or call him, 707-545-5797 if you are planning to attend.

Please respond before noon, Monday June 8th.
Hope to see you there!
Return to Page 1

You can visit the La Rosa website at
www.larosasantarosa.com
Reservations Are An Absolute Must!
Seating is limited to twelve couples for this venue, so
“First Come First Served”!
Don’t be left out of another great get together of
good food, good wine and good friends.
Hope to see you there!
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Fishing
Let's start this month's report with some good news.
As of May 1, 2015, SIR has insurance that covers fishing! This was made possible through some hard work by
our state SIR’s Insurance Chairman who was able to find
an insurance company that did not exclude fishing as an
activity. Fishing will once again be a SIR authorized
activity. The SIR manual will be updated to reflect this
change following the June state SIR’s board meeting.
Now for local fishing news. As of the beginning of
May limits of salmon were being caught off the Sonoma
County coast. Then the wind came up which caused the
boats to remain in their berths. When the wind subsided
just prior to mid month, salmon fishing resumed, but
with smaller catches, 1+ salmon per rod with some up to
22 pounds. Let's hope the big ones show up for our July
15th trip.
You are probably wondering
what we do with the salmon
we catch. My favorite is to
BBQ salmon fillets over direct
fire on a charcoal Weber. On
the meat side of the salmon, I
lightly coat with pepper, salt, garlic powder and dill. I
put the salmon on the grill meat side down just long
enough to give the fish some color. Then I flip the salmon over and place it on a piece of tin foil and lightly
coat the fish with olive oil. In just a few minutes the fish
will be done, ready for the table. Served with asparagus,
rice pilaf and a Sonoma County pinot noir, this is a fine
meal.
If you have any questions, contact Ted Scapeccia via
email at tescape@sbcglobal.net or call 529-0063 or call
Don Salazar at 545-0873 who are more than happy to
answer your questions.
(Article written by Ted Scapeccia)

Garden Club
Summer is right around the corner and that means picnics, barbecues, baseball and enjoying the fruits
of our labor from our gardens just to
mention a few things. Some of us are already enjoying
salads made with fresh lettuce, others have cooked up
fresh zucchini and artichokes and a fellow gardener
shared some pictures of the carrots he grew that look
like they belong in a Playboy more than a garden magazine. lol.. Join us and share some of your pictures and
oh by the way, the Garden Club will be discussing a
date to go visit the Botanical Gardens in Sonoma.
We will meet as before, just prior to the general
meeting at 11:15 am in the Board meeting room and
hope to see you there!
Any questions, contact John French at:
sonomaink@yahoo.com or 707-280-4120.
Return to Page 1

GLOBAL FORUM
Race and family structure
dominated our May 8th discussion starting with Baltimore, of
course. We all agreed that black
-white, cops vs the poor blacks
(minority) relations is not unique
to the USA. The breakdown of the traditional family
was sited as a basic cause.
We moved to success levels in Baltimore schools and
elsewhere.
One study cited was giving underperformers a small cash reward for improvement.
Blacks showed more improvement
than poor whites. Peer pressure was
mentioned as a reason for lack of interest in education, also pressure to
join gangs.
I finished the LQY book, all 700
pages and just read "Outpost" by
Christopher R. Hill , tedious but informative!

Next FORUM Friday June 12th, 10:00 am.
Bring your issues for discussion. Expect to talk and listen for about two hours at Chuck Aver's house, 1520
Briarfield Pl. Go Hwy 12 up Los Olivos, after crossing
Manzanita, right at Briarfield, 2nd house on right.
Cheers, Chuck!
(Article written by Chuck Aver)

BOCCE BALL
After some preliminary research, the best place for our
group to play will be at Julliard
Park in Santa Rosa. There are 6
courts that are accessible during
the day, well groomed and regulation size (90' x 12').
Most winery courts are not well maintained. We will
have to buy our own equipment and bring it to the courts
when we play, as on site storage is not available.
Since the initial list of interested players numbered
19, we will probably only be able to field 2 +/- teams
after allowing for travel and illness absentees.
More details will be available at the next meeting or if
interested, contact Bocce Ball chairman Jim Dale, email
him at jim@daleassociates.com or call 707 495-1195.

Joke of the day!
A noted doctor was being interviewed by the
press when a reporter asked her, “Doctor,
have you ever made a serious mistake?”
“Yes,” she replied soberly. “I once cured a
millionaire in just three visits.”
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Golf

Traveling Golf

The SIR 1776 Golf Club has a current membership of
sixty-three SIRs from our combined 17 and 76 branches.
The course that we call home is the Bennett Valley GC,
the premier municipal course for all of the North Bay.
This meticulously maintained, tree lined course offers
numerous challenges for the golfers of all skill ranges.
On warm summer days, forty plus SIRs can be found
sharing a friendly and sometimes mildly competitive
game of golf. During the colder and wetter months of
the year, our numbers dwindle slightly. But there are
those of us who are so dedicated to the game that we savor the brisk and sometimes wet winter weather just to
get in another round.

Set in the rolling hills above Fairfield, the Rancho
Solano Golf Course was a test of our golfing skills at
all levels. Large undulating greens were common on
most holes and even some of our best putters struggled
to get the ball in the cup. A fraction of an inch miss
could easily leave you with a ten foot follow-up putt. I
personally spent the bulk of my day becoming intimately familiar with the numerous bunkers protecting
the greens.

If you are currently not a member of our golf club and
you are interested in playing, please contact Jim Jones at
(707) 539-2027 or email at j_rjones@att.net.

Bob Nadell, Glenn Seime and Gene Kaiser took
first place in their respective flights with Glenn shooting a respectable 65 low net for the day. Denis Mangan took our closest to the pin prize on hole #8, with an
8'-4" shot that nobody could beat. Jack Rosetti and
Bob Nadell mastered our putting contest for the front
and back nine.

Our club, along with our sister Branch 76 club, meets
every Monday at the Bennett Valley Golf Course, except
on holidays, when golf is rescheduled for Tuesday. As
always, allow enough time to be there should Bennett
Valley have cancellations and advance our scheduled tee
times even further.
For more information about SIR golf, please check out
the NEW golf website at http://www.golf.sirinc2.org
where you can find tournament entry forms and schedules of upcoming local and state wide tournaments.
Contact Jim Jones at (707) 539-2027 or email at
j_rjones@att.net for information about SIR State competition and events.
(Article written by Jim Jones)

JAZZ BAND
If you play any musical instrument, from
harmonica to tuba, we
want you to be part of
our jazz band. You
don’t have to be good
at it, just willing and
eager to practice a few hours a month. Summer is a
good time to get the children and grandkids involved
too! Let us know what instrument you play and we will
get the music to you. Dates and time of rehearsal are
flexible and will be announced soon.
Contact Michael James, mjamesblue71147@gmail.com
or call him at 707-775-9470.

Clear out your calendars 'cause we're heading down
to Indian Valley on Thursday June 11th. This is my
favorite Marin County course and it's just down the
road in Novato. If you haven't played it, or you're just
looking to tackle it again, this is your big chance. Fifty
five dollars gets you in the door for a fun filled day out
on the links. Hope to see you down there.
Other Travel Golf trips in the line-up:
Peacock Gap, July 9.
Tahoe Stay & Play,
Dark Horse - Auburn, July 21.
Coyote Moon - Truckee, July 22.
Incline Village Championship Course,
Incline Village NV., July 23.
Be sure to check out our SIR branch 17 website to
view all of our 2015 Travel Golf trips.
http://branch17.sirinc2.org/activities.html

Until next time, Good Golfing.
Roy Thuestad

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.
Return to Page 1
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The Trip to Visit Fred Reich

More pictures of the trip to visit Fred

What a great day it was last month playing golf
with Fred Reich at his new "home" course, the
Boundary Oaks Golf Club in Walnut Creek. I had the
pleasure of playing with Fred Hill, Gene Kaiser and
Don Salazar. Three great gentlemen and they were
great fun to be with as we discovered the beauty and
challenges of the Boundary Oaks GC. Our group of
eleven SIR from Branches 17 and 76 ventured "down"
from Santa Rosa to check out Fred's new digs. I must
say...pretty impressive. The Boundary Oaks GC reminds me somewhat of the Bennett Valley GC...tree
lined and all, but the course is much more forgiving
when you venture into the trees. Definitely, much
more forgiving!
But the real reason we traveled to Walnut Creek
was to play a game of golf with Fred again. You get
attached to a man like Fred, especially when that person has been part of SIR Branch 76 for twenty-two
plus years. And besides, it is important to keep the
bonds of friendship strong and resilient, no matter
what the distance that separates. To me, nurturing
those bonds is especially important when someone
like Fred, who is a distinguished member of the
"Greatest Generation", is also a distinguished WWII
and Korean War Combat Veteran. Thank you, Fred,
for all that you have done.
We will be traveling to Walnut Creek again next
year to play the Boundary Oaks GC with Fred. It is
something that we decided to continue to do, and, as
the Branch 76 Golf Chairman, I'll make sure that it
happens for many years to come, God willing. Already, I'm looking forward to next year. And, the invitation was extended to Fred and Virginia, that if
they ever have the urge to travel to Santa Rosa, just let
us know and it would be our pleasure to play another
round at the BVGC with Fred. (Article written by Jim Jones)

Photo by Richard Lyon

Photos by Richard Lyon

More pictures from the Rancho Solano Golf Course
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SIR Annual PICNIC Thursday June 25, 2015
Our picnic will be a joint event with Branch 17 and Windsor Branch 176
at the Villa Chanticleer in Healdsburg.
Social hour at 12:00 noon Barbecue at 1:00 pm
The fare will be:

Tri-tip steak, chili beans, salad, corn, bread and butter, wine, beer, soft drinks,
and ice cream for dessert. All this still for only $20.00
You may still purchase tickets by using the form below.
Please remember to bring your OWN plates, cups, silverware, napkins and tablecloth.
Please car pool if possible as there will be two big groups of people attending.
All volunteers are welcome and appreciated.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact a member of the Picnic Committee.
We hope all of you can attend and make the picnic a huge success!!!!!
Thanks, the Picnic Committee, Robert Gaggero and Frank Moreda.

To obtain tickets complete the form below.

Send your check payable to: SIR Branch 17 and mail it by June 17th to:
Robert Gaggero, 139 Hatona Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95403.
Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope for Bob to send you the tickets.
Badge # _____ Name __________________________________________________________________
Guest Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Number of tickets ordered: ________ at $20.00 each Amount enclosed: $_____________ Check #_________

