The REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For JUNE 16, 2016 Picnic

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on
the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
Contact: John French, sonomaink@yahoo.com 707-280-4120 or Marv Schouweiler, mschouweiler@att.net 707-484-3070

Luncheon Schedule
Board Meeting: NONE
Social Hour: 12:00 noon
Lunch: 1:00 pm

Lunch Menu
Tri-tip steak, chili beans,
green salad and corn-on-the cobb.
All entrees served with:
bread with butter,
Wine, beer, soft drinks and water.
Along with ice cream for dessert.

Speaker:
Adjourn by: When ever!
.

BIG SIR Jim Gurke’s
Message

LITTLE SIR Ted Scapeccia’s

ljgurke@gmail.com 707-843-3464

tescape@sbcglobal.net 707-539-5049

I am at the Halfway Point as 2016
Big SIR for Branch 17.
A few bumps along the way, but
hopefully I’m meeting your expectations as Big SIR.

Like virtually everyone who volunteers to help
our SIRs Branch 17 thrive, I stepped into the position with the realization that on-the-job training
would have to suffice. For those of you who would
like to volunteer, but nervous about the commitment, it’s like jumping into a cool lake. Once in you
can enjoy the swim.
Looking forward, I see several challenges for our
club that the Board and membership should consider. We’ve spoken every month about the need to fill
certain vacancies such as Assistant Secretary, and
Co-Chairs of our Membership Committee. We’re
still looking for volunteers…
Another issue is our declining membership numbers at our monthly luncheons. I think we’ve found
a solid caterer who has delivered quality lunches
throughout the year. Continued on page 6 top right side

Message
Here we are in June which
marks the mid point of 2016.
Seems like the year just started

Two events make June special, Father's Day and our
SIR Picnic. Father's Day this year is on Sunday, June
19th. I hope each of you have a chance to connect with
your children, grandchildren and great grandchildren if
you are fortunate enough to have them. For myself, I
have a daughter, a son and a grandson. I hope to celebrate the day with some BBQ'd baby back ribs. Guess
who does the cooking.
Speaking of BBQing, I hope you have signed up for
our Annual Picnic scheduled for Thursday, June 16th at
the Villa Chanticleer in Healdsburg. While we are all
familiar with the excellent meal provided by Bob Gaggero and his crew, I especially like just visiting the Villa Chanticleer. I am sure you have all heard the stories
of how the "mob" built the Villa and used it as their
private retreat. If only the walls could talk!
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 13 of Region 10
The following is a list of your 2016 Officers and Directors
OFFICERS:

Email:

Phone:

BIG SIR: .Jim Gurke . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1jgurke@gmail.com. . . .

707-843-3464

LITTLE SIR: Ted Scapeccia . . . . . . . . .

tescape@sbcglobal.net. .

707-539-5049

SECRETARY: Jim MacMillan . . . . . . .

jmacmillan@ieee.org. . . .

707-569-1680

ASST. SECRETARY: (Vacant) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

............

TREASURER: Stan Borges . . . . . . . . . stanborges@comcast.net

707-545-0699

ASST. TREASURER: Glenn Seime . . .

gseime@sbcglobal.net . . .

707-571-7976

IMD. PAST BIG SIR: Herb Percy . . . .

dadpercy@yahoo.com. . . .

707-575-7787

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR
Jim Dale
Kent Richmond
.............
DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS
John French
Ted Scapeccia
Lance Thompson
WEB MASTER
James MacMillan
BARK EDITOR
Jim Fenstermaker
AREA 13 GOVERNOR
Ken Kronen
REGION 10 DIRECTOR
James Filippo
PRESIDENT OF SIRinc.
Donald Dill

Contact Branch 17 at our website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org
or email: sirsrbrn17@gmail.com

May Membership

May Attendance

Doug Weber, Chairman

John French, Chairman
sonomaink@yahoo.com 707-280-4120

There were only 67 members,
1 guest and 1 speaker, that attended our May 20th meeting.
We had only 5 members this
time who did NOT notify me that
they were NOT going to attend.
Be sure to notify me by Monday before the Friday
meeting if you will NOT be able to attend!

Chaplains’ Corner

by Herb Percy

“May your mind whirl joyful cartwheels
of creativity May your heart sing sweet
lullabies of timelessness May your spirit
soar throughout the vast cathedral of
your being.” Jonathan Hule

As we are entering the summer
months, let’s focus on being of service to others. Most of our great life purpose is that
of helping others fulfill ours and their dreams,
Remember to make a friend, not just an
acquaintance.
Contact Herb Percy, email dadpercy@yahoo.com
or call 707-575-7787 OR assistant chaplain Mike
Heinzelman email mdheinz2@gmail.com or call
707-579-6615.
Return to Page 1

zzzweber@aol.com

707-545-3188

Three new applications for
membership were presented at
the BEC meeting and accepted.
#46 Jerry Sanchietti, is a transfer
from Branch 158, #47 Bradley
Smith and #48 Gary Bondi, both
sponsored by Steve Edelstein. One inactive member, #50 Nick Kuhn passed away. The total membership now is 96 active members and 8 inactive.

J.T. Rose,
Badge #__
J.T. is one of our
newest members that
has transferred from
Branch 132. J.T. was
born and raised in the
Dry Creek area of
Healdsburg and his
most avid interest is
in playing bridge.
J.T. retired in March 1992 after working for 27 years
for Albers Milling back in the Kansas City, MO area. He
used to play a lot of golf and was quite a bowler, but has
given them up for bridge playing these days. He was
inducted during the April 15th meeting but did not get his
picture taken until the May 20th meeting.
Welcome aboard to Branch 17!
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Activities:

New Members
Jerry Sanchietti,
Badge #46
is another of Branch 17
newest members, transferred
from Branch 158 Jerry has
been married to Lillian since
1975. He retired in June of
2007 as a grocery clerk from
Fircrest Market, Sebastopol.
Jerry is interested in bocce ball and antique cars.

Well, the rains have pretty much
stopped for this year but that doesn’t
mean the bowling season has
stopped! We bowl every Monday,
rain or shine. If you’ve got a yen to
get out and dust off that old bowling
ball (or even if you bowl with some other group),
come on down to Double Decker Lanes and join us.
We bowl every Monday from 10 AM until noon at
the Double Decker Lanes in Rohnert Park.

Interested? Just drop down to Double Decker Lanes,
call Mike Heinzelman at 707-579-6615, or send an email
to him at mdheinz2@gmail.com.

Bradley is very sports orientated as he is interested in golf , baseball, biking, bocce, bowling and
tennis. If he tires of any of these items he is also
interested in book club and woodworking. OK activity chairmen, here is your man, keep him active!

List of the JUNE Birthday Boys!
John French
Glenn Seime

Being young is beautiful,
but being old is comfortable!
The Poem of the month!
T he Ni g h t H a s A T ho u sa nd E ye s
B o ur d il lo n 1 8 5 2 — 1 9 2 1
T h e mi n d h a s a t h o u s a n d e y e s ,
And the heart has but one,
Y e t t h e l ig h t o f a w h o le l i f e d i e s ,
When love is done.
Return to Page 1

Article by Mike Heinzelman

For those not familiar with how we work, we
have a handicap system that levels the playing field
between the good and not-so-good bowlers. And
you can come or not come on each Monday. We
don’t form teams or need to call a sub when we
can’t make it. Just come and have fun.

Bradley Smith,
Badge #47
is another of Branch 17
newest members, sponsored
by Steve Edelstein. Bradley
has been married to Toni
since 1978. He retired in
January of 2014 as an attorney with Dayton Law Firm.

Oscar Barragan
Ed Haynes

Bowling

Boys Night Out

The selection for May 11th was Tomatina
Fresh Italian in Montgomery Village Shopping
Center. A very clean new small chain operation for
our area. The food was very good but as usual
most places now seem to be “noisy” to us older
gentlemen.
The latest selection for Wednesday June 8th is
the Sea Noodle Bar at 286 Coddingtown Center
(on the north side of Coddingtown area just east of
BJ’s. Restaurant). Questions, call them at 707-5219087 or check out their menu at https://
www.zomato.com/sangta-rosa-ca/sea-noodle-bar
-santa-rosa/menu.
Get your reservation in NOW.
RSVP Mark Burchill before Monday June 13h.
email: MarkNick@sonic.net or call 542-2529.
Hope to see lots of SIR members there!!!
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Bridge

Fishing

Bridge is an important activity
with many of our members not only within our own branch but with
participation of members from other branches in our area. Bridge activities are coordinated by chairman Al Black, email to rosaridge@comcast.net or call
707-578-3210.
We welcome new and interested members to think of
joining the pool of players.
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at Legends
Restaurant Bennett Valley starting at 10 AM on
Tuesday June14th and June 28th.

Now that the dust has somewhat settled, I can report on the signups for this year's fishing trip out of
Porto Bodega Harbor. This year six members of
SIR will be embarking from Porto Bodega on
Wednesday July 13th for a day of fishing, most
likely for rock cod. The adventurous six are, from
Branch 17 Fishing Chair Ted
Scapeccia, Assistant Fishing
Chair Don
Salazar, Assistant Treasurer Glenn
Seime, from Branch 76, Travel
Golf Chair Jim Jones and from
Oakmont SIR Jim Oswald and a
guest. The group will once again
be
heading out on the Miss
Anita, one of Porto Bodega's best.
If you have any interest in joining in on the
fun, if you have any
suggestions for a fishing
experience, then please
contact me about any questions you might have.
Email Ted Scapeccia at tescape@sbcglobal.net or
call 529-5049 Fishing Chairman or Don Salazar at
545-0873 Assistant Fishing Chairman.

Couples Night Out

The selection for May 18th was The Steakhouse at
Equus, which has undergone an upgrade and remodel of their dining area along with being under new
management. The food was excellent, the service,
well that was another story, but we mostly enjoyed
it and had a good time visiting among the many
members that attended.
Our next scheduled outing will be quite different.
Plans are to travel to the Washoe House at 2840
Roblar Road, (NW corner at Stony Point Rd., SW of
Cotati). Any questions call 707-795-4544. They do
not have their own website as yet.
The date has been changed to be AFTER the picnic now on Wednesday, June 22nd. Arrive by 6:00
pm for cocktails and order dinner at 6:30 pm.
If you have never been here before you do not
want to miss out on this “special place”. If you have
been there before then you will know what I mean.
As always: Reservations are a MUST!
Contact Fred Rose at fredricrose@comcast.net
or call 707-548-5797 by Friday June 17th
to reserve your place at the big table.
Fred hopes to see lots of SIR members there
in their cowboy hats and boots!!! (PS, bring a
spare dollar bill and/or a business card to attach to the ceiling of the bar area.)

(Article written by Ted Scapeccia)

Garden Club Announcements:
We informally meet at
one of the tables near the
door to share our gardening
interest at 11:15 am on our
SIR meeting day.
Enjoy the many summer
vegetables, melons, and
fruits that will be coming
ripe soon! And have a good time at the SIR Picnic
on Thursday June 16th.
Until next time, Lance.
Any questions, contact Lance Thompson at:
lance@pon.net (please put SIRs in the subject
heading) or call 707-527-3438.
(Article written by Lance Thompson)

Return to Page 1
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GLOBAL FORUM

(Article written by Tom Johnson)

Obama in Hiroshima. Tensions in the
South China Sea.
Refugees from Africa
and the Middle East
flooding into Europe.
A coup in Brazil in
the run-up to the Olympics. All SIRs interested in
exploring the events shaping our world are invited
to join our monthly GLOBAL FORUM.
Adu and Sally Ebrahim open their home to all
SIRs interested in exploring our global environment. You are invited to join the monthly confab.
We meet from 9:30 to 11:30 am on the second
Friday of the month at the Ebrahim home: 3576
Lake Park Drive (just off Bicentennial one block
north of the Lucky/Home Depot complex). Our
next gathering will be Friday June 10th.
Should you have any questions, please email
Adu at aebra@aol.com, or if you do get lost, then
call him at 566-4786 for more directions.
We hope to see more members there for our
discussions!

Golf
The search for our branch 17 Golf CoChairman is over.
Fred Rose has offered to fill in till the end
of the year, and Jim Gurke will follow up next
year, after stepping down from his responsibilities as Big SIR. I want to thank both of
them for offering their services to our SIR
golf club.
We're heading into our warm summer golfing
season, and there's great golf all around us. I've
had several people mention that the Sebastopol
Golf & BBQ would be a fun trip to do again. I for
one sure had a fun time there last year and look
forward to another go-round. I know that a lot of
you big hitters look down on the short courses, but
this one is a kick in the pants, and a challenge to
anyone. Free flowing beer, good food, and bunch of
SIR friends, make this must-do golfing event.
Return to Page 1

Golf

continued

So, without further ado… on to the 4th Annual
Sebastopol Golf and BBQ!
We’ve checked in with the folks at the Sebastopol Golf Course and have locked in the date of
Thursday, August 4th. We’ll have an 8:30 Shotgun start followed by a BBQ picnic with all the fixin's. As usual, we’ll have a bunch of fun contests
to compete in; closest to the pin, closest to the
creek without getting wet and putting contests.
We’ll make a few of these contests “buy-in contests”, so the winning purses will get big, bigger,
and bigger yet. After the game we’ll all head over
to the picnic grounds for a chance to grab a cold
one; brag about our best shots, and join in on a
50/50 raffle, where again you can walk away with
a pocket full of jingle. Proceeds from the raffle will
help defray the cost of next year's Sebastopol Golf
& BBQ.
Settle down to a hand-full of appetizers, an allyou-can-eat Brat BBQ with roasted jalapenos,
baked beans, potato salad, three-bean salad, and
watermelon to boot. If that’s not enough, go back
for seconds.
Oh by the way, your wives and guests are also
invited.
I want to remind everyone that there are only 5
golf carts available for 10 shared riders. We’ll reserve these carts on a first come - first served basis for those who NEED a cart to play. If riding in

a cart is something you like to do rather than
need to do -- plan on walking. Send me an email
to reserve a cart early, or be sure to make a note
of it when you see the sign-up sheet in the
ProShop. **NOTE: Cart pairing may determine the
partnering of your foursome.
Green fees and prize fund ------- $25.00
Bratwurst BBQ with all the fixin's --- Free to all
golfers

Cart fees are to be paid by the rider directly to
the golf shop.
Hope to see y’all at the 4th Annual Sebastopol Golf and BBQ!
Until next time. Good Golfing.
Roy Thuestad
roymond@comcast.net or 975-4406

6

Traveling Golf:

(Written by Jim Jones, Branch 76)

We are now ready to play at the Rancho Solano
GC, the fourth course selected for our June 2016
SIR 1776 Travel Gold schedule. In looking back,
the Rooster Run GC in Petaluma was the first of
nine courses that we will be playing this year. The
second course that we played on our 2016 “Tour de
Bay Area” was the Boundary Oaks GC in Walnut
Creek. The third course we played this year was
the Windsor GC in Windsor, a favorite of many a
Sonoma County golfer and particularly the SIR
golfers.
Participation by the SIR 1776 golfers has been
very good considering some of the courses are located throughout the Bay Area and some distance
from our home at Bennett Valley CG. In the
months ahead, many of the more favored courses
in the North Bay will be visited, some close and
some not. Regardless of distance, the enjoyment
derived from playing a course, that in some cases
is a must on one’s “Bucket List”, should not be ignored or casually set aside…an opportunity ignored is an opportunity forever lost . So my fellow
SIRs, do not be shy, do not squander the opportunities…”Stand up, Step up and Sign up!” You’ve
got what it takes to play at the best golf courses the
North Bay has to offer.
The remaining schedule is listed below.
July 28 @ 10:30 AM Fountain Grove GC, Santa Rosa, CA @ $86.00
Aug.17 @ 10:00 AM Harding Park GC, San Francisco, CA @ $142.00
Sept. 15 @ 9:30 AM

Links at Bodega Bay, Bodega Bay, CA @ $51.00

Oct. 20 @ 9:45 AM

Blue Rock Springs East GC, Vallejo, CA @ $45.00

Nov. 17 @ 9:30 AM

San Geronimo GC, Marin County, CA @ $51.00

As you are now aware, we are required to commit to tighter booking, rate and payment obligations at this year’s participating golf courses.
These new obligations therefore require a change
to our SIR 1776 travel golf policies, as well as
player payment schedules and player obligations.
Please have your payments to either Bob or Jim
NO LATER THAN the Monday one week prior
to scheduled play. Remember, payment is by
CHECK ONLY and YOUR PAYMENT MUST
BE ON TIME!
“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where
there is no path and leave a trail”.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

BIG SIR Jim Gurke’s

Message

continued from page 1

While previous Little SIR, Dennis Mangan, and
new Little SIR Ted Scapeccia have invited outstanding speakers. But if attendance continues to
decline, Scottish Rite Center rent remains the
same at $325 per month, with only half the hall
being occupied. Therefore, with the help of several members, we plan to investigate alternative
venues that meet the same criteria of our current
location: (1) ample parking; (2) central Santa Rosa location; (3) commercial grade kitchen so our
caterer can serve a plate lunch; (4) our ability to
service our own bar.
We welcome any suggestions you might have
about alternative venues or any other concerns.
We’ll report back to the board and general membership about our research and will leave it up to
a membership consensus should it ever become
necessary to move our monthly luncheons to a
new home.
In the meantime, I hope to see you at the June
16 picnic and again at the July 15 luncheon.
MAY 20, 2016 Speaker:
Steve Lehmann gave a very interesting and informative talk on Camp Windsor. The camp started as a
Farm Labor Camp under the Roosevelt administration.
It was one of the last Farm Labor Camps to be built.
During WW II it was used as a POW camp for German
prisoners. Camp population estimates ranged from a
few hundred to one thousand with the exact number
hard to pin down. Steve shared stories of the lax attitude at the camp and how the German prisoners were
allowed to interface with the local population through
such activities as working at wineries to attending social events. He shared some very interesting photos
which augmented his talk, especially the one with
many of the POW's holding bottles of beer.
I do hope you all enjoyed Steve's presentation as
much as I did.
(Article written by Ted Scapeccia)

Joke of the day!
Baseball—the all American Sport:
Where does a baseball player go when he
needs a new uniform? NEW JERSEY.
Why does a pitcher raise one leg when he
pitches?
IF HE RAISED BOTH LEGS,
HE’D FALL DOWN.

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.
Return to Page 1
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SIR Annual PICNIC Thursday June 16, 2016
Our picnic will be a joint event with Branch 17 and Windsor Branch 176
at the Villa Chanticleer in Healdsburg.

Social hour at 12:00 noon—Barbecue at 1:00 pm
The fare will be as usual:

Tri-tip steak, chili beans, green salad, corn-on-the-cobb, bread and butter,
wine, beer, soft drinks and ice cream for dessert. All this still for only $20.00
If you did NOT get your tickets at the May 20th meeting, purchase them below!
Please remember to bring your OWN plates, cups, silverware, napkins and tablecloth.
Please carpool if possible as there will be two big groups of people attending.
All volunteers are welcome and appreciated.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact a member of the Picnic Committee.

We hope all of you can attend and make the picnic a huge success!!!!!
Thanks, Bob Gaggero, Picnic Chairman 707-526-7739

To obtain tickets if you did not purchase them at the May 20th meeting,
then complete the form below.
Send your check payable to: SIR Branch 17 and mail it by June 6th to:
Robert Gaggero, 139 Hatona Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95403.
Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope for Bob to send you the tickets.
Badge # _____ Name __________________________________________________________________
Guest Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Number of tickets ordered: ________ at $20.00 each Amount enclosed: $_____________ Check #_________

