The REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For JULY 20, 2018 Meeting

Friday, July 20, 2018 will be the FINAL meeting at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on

the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
Contact: John French, sonomaink@yahoo.com 707-280-4120 or Marv Schouweiler, mschouweiler@att.net 707-484-3070

Meeting Schedule
Regular Board Meeting:

10:00am

Social Hour: 11:00 am
Garden Club Meeting: 11:30 am
Lunch: 12:00 noon
Speaker: Don Chigazola owner of Chigazola
Merchants. He will tell us about the wine industry.
Adjourn by: 1:30 pm
Please place your badge into the collection buckets when leaving!

BIG SIR Robert Reuther’s
Message
rareuther@yahoo.com 707-343-1134

“Everything you’ve wanted is
on the other side of fear.”
George Addair -Real Estate Developer

Well, here we are in the beginning of July with
just three weeks to our last meeting at the Scottish
Rite Center. It will be the last time that we will meet
on the third Friday of the month. I hope that you
will be with us and will have a last chance to experience the fond memories of the Center. Time marches
on, we knew that our time there was limited as the
building was for sale and probably will be torn
down. That is what we last understood.
After July, we will have a new experience by
meeting at Legends on the third Thursday of the
month. This is necessary as the parking on Friday is
not desirable and there is less activity on Thursday.
Although the setting and food service will be different, be assured that it will be a great new experience.
With this new setting the golfers may be able to
work out a game before or after lunch. And the
lounge is open before and after the meeting, so it
may be a good opportunity to meet and socialize.
(continued on page 3)

Lunch Menu

1st Course: French onion soup
Main Course: Smoked beef brisket, warm potato
salad, chickpea, carrot & cabbage slaw with lemon
cumin dressing.

OR

Mushroom eggplant strudel in filo, warm potato salad,

carrot & cabbage slaw with lemon cumin dressing.

Either entrée served with: Local Sourdough bread,
butter, regular and decaf coffee, iced tea and water.
Dessert: Peach cobbler.

LITTLE SIR Dennis Mangan’s

Message
dfmangan@gmail.com 301-717-6234
“Twenty years from now you will
be more disappointed by the
things you didn’t do than by the
things you did.” ~ Mark Twain

I’m not much of a risk taker. Some might call
me a boring dud! (…or is that dude?) I just came
back from a visit with Betty and Bill, age-similar
friends of ours in Los Angeles who build their days
doing the most exciting or bizarre things they can
think of. They met years ago hang gliding, and
then solidified their relationship by sky diving,
flying small fast planes, and riding motorcycles.
Betty is a former high school cheerleader and Bill
a sports jock…they love the spotlight. They drive
fast and seem to be in need of a constant adrenaline
fix. They always search for the most bizarre
restaurant, shop or amusement. For example, they
insisted we go to an ice cream shop that served
special flavors such as garlic, goat cheese and
lavender and then froze the creamy mix with liquid
nitrogen. I left having had a great time with them,
but jealous at their “fun” lifestyle and concerned
that I was a boring dud.
(continued on page 3)
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 10 of Region 3.
The following is a list of your 2018 Officers and Directors.
OFFICERS:

Email:

Phone:

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR
Barry Bialkoski

BIG SIR: Robert Reuther . . . . . . . .

rareuther@yahoo.com . .

707-343-1134

LITTLE SIR: Dennis Mangan . . . . . . .

dfmangan@gmail.com . .

301-717-6234

Mark Burchill
Bill Traverso

SECRETARY: Jim MacMillan . . . . . .

jmacmillan@ieee.org . . .

707-969-9830

ASST. SECRETARY: Jim Gurke . . . . .

1jgurke@gmail.com . . . .

707-843-3464

Gary Bondi
Rich Scudero
George Traverso

TREASURER: Glenn Seime . . . . . . . .

gseime@sbcglobal.net . .

707-537-5360

WEB MASTER

ASST. TREASURER: (Vacant) . . . . .

.....................
tescape@sbcglobal.net .

........... .

James MacMillan

707-539-5049

Jim Fenstermaker

IMD. PAST BIG SIR: Ted Scapeccia .

Branch 17 website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org
or email: sirsrbrn17@gmail.com

Chaplains’ Corner

AREA 10 GOVERNOR
............

(by Herb Percy)

The essence of life is not in the
great victories and great failures,
but in simple joys.
Jonathan Huie

Greeting my fellow SIRs.
Here it is July already and another
month to enjoy, be happy and
content. This is a good month to
sit back and admire all the goodness we have. Yes we might have
had a few setbacks in the past year or so, but we
also can look at our daily activities; such as playing
golf, bowling, working in the yard, calling a friend,
e-mailing, or many other activities that give us daily
enjoyment.

This last month I had the opportunity, or should I
say privilege, to teach vacation bible school at our
church. I taught the fourth grade class of 27 young
men and women, they were great. It reminded me of
being young and full of energy to learn and play.
Now we just have to remind ourselves that just
because we are a little older, that doesn’t limit all we
can do at this age!
Our God is so good to us and supplies all of our
needs. May this month be filled with joy, excitement
and new adventures. This is all good for us by
connecting the dots in our lives!
Make a friend and not just an acquaintance.
Contact Herb Percy, email dadpercy@yahoo.com
or call 707-971-7404 OR assistant chaplain Mike
Heinzelman, email mdheinz2@gmail.com or
call 707-579-6615.
Return to Page 1

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS

BARK EDITOR

REGION 3 DIRECTOR

PRESIDENT OF SIRinc.

James Filippo

Derek Southern

JUNE
Membership Relations
John French, Chairman
sonomaink@yahoo.com
707-280-4120

A great PICNIC lunch was
enjoyed by many members
and several guests.
GUEST SPEAKER for JULY 20, 2018
Are you ready to learn more about the wine
industry? If so, you are in for a treat as our July
speaker will be the renowned viniculturist, Don
Chigazola, a man with a passion to find the finest
wines in Italy.
Don is founder
and owner of
Chigazola Merchants, a family
-owned business that imports wines that
have been carefully selected
after in-depth
study of the
grapes, regions, soil, climate and growers. His
work takes him to remote areas of Italy where he
navigates backcountry roads exploring the unique
and diverse soils in various regions looking for
ancient and perfect varietal grapes. His talk will
surely leave us with an intense desire to open one
of those bottles of wine.
(Article by Dennis Mangan)
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BIG SIR Message

(continued from page 1)

Just remember that on the third Thursday
August 16, 2018, we will be in Legends at Bennett
Valley Golf Course, 3328 Yulupa Avenue, Santa
Rosa. Social hour at 11 a.m. with lunch at noon.
The price for lunch remains the same, $22.00.

LITTLE SIR Message

(continued from page 1)

Each of us gets our enjoyment in life in different
ways. Maybe sitting in my living room on a Sunday
afternoon watching golf is boring to some, but the
drama of sport still entertains me. Might not be the
same as jumping out of a plane, but occasionally I
do get excited enough to jump out of the chair … to
get more vanilla ice cream from the freezer.
Life is good!

Calendar of SIR Events for JULY 2018
Any Monday Golf at BVGC
Any Monday Bowling, Double Decker Lanes, R/P, 10 am
July ? Bocce Ball, Mark Burchill’s home, 6:00 pm
July 4 Independence Day
July 6 World Kissing Day
July 8 Last day to reserve for BNO
July 12 Traveling Golf, Foxtail North GC, R/P, 9:30 am
July 13 Global Forum meeting, Marvin Mai’s, 9:30 am
July 10 Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am
July 11 Boys’ Night Out, ????? 6:00 pm
July 15 Gummi Worm Day
July 19 Poker Fest, Legends, BVGC, 1:00 to 4:00 pm
July 20 SIR Meeting/Luncheon, 11:00 am
July 22 Ice Cream Day
July 23 Last day to reserve for CNO
July 24 Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am
July 26 Couples’ Night Out, Catelli’s, Geyserville, 6:00 pm
July 28 Milk Chocolate Day
July 30 National Cheesecake Day

List of the JULY Birthdays
Frank Bastoni
Perry Harpster
Dino Boito
Don Salazar
Lloyd Douglas

Activities:
Beer & Wine Appreciation

(Article by Gary Bondi)

Do you like to drink beer and/or wine? If so,
then a heads up to my fellow SIRS! Bill Traverso
and I are working on putting together a wine and
beer appreciation activity. Although we have not
yet worked out the details, the general idea is to get
together once a month or every two months to taste
and learn the history of wines and/or beers from
various regions and visit wineries or breweries in
the area.
We will be announcing some dates and timing
for this activity at the July 20th meeting and have
more details down the road. We just hope you will
like to take part in this new adventure.

Bocce Ball

(Article by Mark Burchill)

Who likes to play bocce
ball? Let’s get together on
a monthly basis (date to be
determined) at 6:00 pm for
a casual bocce ball game.
We will start with the
bocce ball court in Mark
Burchill’s back yard, and after a few months we
may check out some of the other bocce ball courts
in Sonoma County.
If interested then contact Mark Burchill, email
at: SIRMarkB@sonic.net or call 707-542-2529
to RSVP and for directions.

Bowling

(Article by Mike Heinzelman)

If you have an interest in
joining the SIR bowling
league, or just want to see
how Mike is progressing,
come-on-down to Double
Decker Lanes in Rohnert
Park any Monday at 10:00
am. Ask for the SIR bowling group. (Remember,
it’s not a weekly commitment--just come when you
can.) Whether you are a good bowler or a beginner,
you are welcome.
For more information call Mike Heinzelman at
579-6615 or email to: mdheinz2@gmail.com.
A special Thank You to members Gordon Boultbee and Dennis
Mangan for helping me by spotting all my errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling and any other boo-boos I have made before the final
edition goes to press and you see it.
Jim, the Editor

Return to Page 1
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Boys’ Night Out

(Article by Jim Gurke)

Eleven members showed up for an evening at
Charlie’s Restaurant at the Windsor Golf Course.
Two threesomes went out for an 18 hole round at
the course beforehand, meeting up with the rest of
crew for dinner. A very lively conversation over
dinner to say the least.
If you haven’t joined us in the past, reconsider
for an evening with fellow and interesting SIR
members.
Stay tuned for the next venue on Wednesday, July
11th, while it is to be determined as to where we
will be going, after Mark returns from his trip.

Reservations are a must!
Email to Mark Burchill: SIRMarkB@sonic.net
or call 707-542-2529 by Sunday, July 8, 2018.

Fishing

(Article by Don Salazar)

The next fishing trip of SIR members and guests
who are committed to a salmon fishing trip for
Wednesday, July 18th on the Miss Anita boat out of
Bodega Bay is now filled. Be
ready to leave at 6:00 am and
bring your $225.00 cash or check.
Remember, cancellation of the
trip must be made three weeks
before the departure date to receive a refund.
If there are members still interested in going, we may have
access to another similar boat, provided it has been
repaired. Just let me know as soon as possible,
Since the trip is just two days before our meeting, I
will give you an update of how things went.
If you are interested, please call Don Salazar at
707-545-0873, I do NOT have an email.

Bridge
Bridge is an important activity with
many of our members not only within
our own branch but with participation
of members from other branches in
our area. Bridge activities are coordinated by chairman Al Black, email to
rosaridge@comcast.net or call 707-578-3210.

Garden Club Announcements
We meet at one of the tables near the door to share our
gardening interests at 11:30 am on our next SIR meeting
day, which will be on Friday, July 20th.
Our follow up garden outing is tentatively for Tuesday,
August 21 at 11:00 am. This is for those who could not

We welcome new and interested members who are
thinking of joining the pool of players.

make it the other time or for those that did come and
would like to come again—you are all WELCOME!

Bridge days scheduled this month for play at Legends
Restaurant in Bennett Valley starting at 10:00 am on
Tuesdays, July 10th and 24th, 2018.

This is a tour to Jean and Jim Fenstermaker’s gnome and
miniature rose garden followed by a picnic lunch, if
desired, for $10.00. We will need a minimum of 6
persons and this will be the last tour for this year, as

Couples’ Night Out

(Article by Fred Rose)

On Thursday, July 26th, we will be returning
to Catelli’s Restaurant, 21047 Geyserville
Ave., in downtown Geyserville.
Please arrive for cocktails at
an earlier time of 5:30 pm, but
still order dinner at 6:30 pm.
To check out their menu, go to
their website: mycatellis.com
or call 707-857-3471

Reservations are a must!
Contact Fred Rose: fredicrose@comcast.net
or call 707-548-5797 to make your reservations by
Monday, July 23rd or sooner if possible.
Hope to see lots of new faces to attend here!

the gnomes will start to be put away in September
for the winter.
A signup sheet will be at the door or see Lance.
This tour is for adults as some of the gnomes are
fragile and just do not know how to play. The level
display yard is an easy walk.

If anyone would like to help me with other outing
suggestions please feel free to do so.

Any questions, contact Lance Thompson at:
l an c e @ p on .n e t (please put SIR in the subject
heading) or call 707-527-3438. (Article by Lance Thompson)
Joke of the day!
I was at the airport, checking in at the
gate when an airport employee asked, “Has
anyone put anything in your baggage without your knowledge?” To which I replied, “If
it was without my knowledge, how would I
know?”
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GLOBAL FORUM

(Article by Marvin Mai)

The July Global Forum will be held at the home
of Marvin and Pat Mai. This month we will meet at
9:30 am so members can join our lively (nonpolitical) discussion of the multitude of world
event s and i ndi vi dual
topics of interest.
All SIR members interested in exploring our
global environment are
invited to join the monthly
confab. We always meet
on the second Friday of the
month.
This month’s meeting: 9:30 am on Friday, July 13,
4743 Woodview Drive, Santa Rosa.
(South on Summerfield Rd to the end, turn left up
the hill about 1/3 mile, the house is on the left.)
PARK IN THE DRIVEWAY OR IN THE BAY
ACROSS THE STREET, AS THERE IS NO
PARKING ON THE STREET.
Should you have any questions, please email
Marvin at maimarvin57@gmail.com
or call him at 707-545-2224

GOLF:
A few upcoming games to keep an eye on:
Foxtail North - July12th.
Windsor Golf Course - August 9th.
Sixth Annual Sebastopol Golf & BBQ - Aug. 16th.
There's lots of good golf to be had, so check out
our Travel Golf choices and start loading your
calendar. Follow the link below to see what State
SIR Golf has to offer. http://www.golf.sirinc2.org

How to keep golf balls
outta the woods.

The Poem of the month!

Where the Sidewalk Ends
by Shel Silverstein
There is a place where the sidewalk ends
And before the street begins,
And there the grass grows soft and white,
And there the sun burns crimson bright,
And there the moon-bird rests from his flight
To cool in the peppermint wind.
Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black
And the dark street winds and bends.
Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow
We shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow,
And watch where the chalk-white arrows go
To the place where the sidewalk ends.
Yes we'll walk with a walk that is measured and slow,
And we'll go where the chalk-white arrows go,
For the children, they mark, and the children, they know
The place where the sidewalk ends.

Come join us for a fun day of golf.
_________________________

The place to be is the Bennett Valley
Golf Course - The time to be there is
Monday mornings starting at 8:30.
Hope to see you all out there.
Until next time, Good Golfing,
Roy Thuestad

707-975-4406
roymond@comcast.net

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.
Return to Page 1
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Could we have picked a better day?! Our annual SIR
picnic was held at the Villa Chanticleer in Healdsburg
on Thursday, June 21. The setting was idyllic with
pleasant temps and long rows of tables in the shade of
tall oaks at the top of a hill. The feast was attended by
around 90 members and guests from SIR Branch
17 and Windsor SIR Branch 176.
The menu included delicious barbequed tri-tip steak,
veggie lasagna, corn-on-the-cob, baked beans, dinner
rolls, salad and ice cream. Wine, beer, sodas and icecold water kept us hydrated and happy.
Raffle prizes included a 50-50 split of the money and
donations of “homegrown” organic honey, olive oil,
chocolate covered biscotti, wine and bourbon cake.
Dinner ticket prizes included beer, soft drinks, salads,
and huge cans of chili. Selection of the winning tickets
was made by 6-year-old Isla Traverso, who even picked
her own ticket to win a bottle of wine (which she will
have to let age for 15 years…or share with grandpa
George)! Large hunks of leftover tri-tip were sold to
fleet-foot carnivores at the end of the picnic.
Everyone pitched in with setup and cleanup – table
clothes, napkins, cups, utensils and many huge black
bags of trash were hauled away. As we descended the
hill back to Healdsburg and a warm sunny afternoon,
we left with a full stomach, fun-filled memories and a
burning desire for a nap.
Our sincere thanks to everyone who attended and
especially the picnic organizers and helpers: Ted
Scapeccia (chairman), Rich de Lambert, John Sommerville, Gary Bondi, Bill Traverso, George Traverso, Al
Petrie, Glenn Andrade, Don Salazar, Glenn Seime, Roy
Thuestad, Jim Gurke and Dennis Mangan.

The Preparation & Cooking committee

(Article by Dennis Mangan)

POKER FEST

(Article by Steve Edelstein)

This new activity has gai n ed
quite a bit in popularity and
we’re looking to set up another
day to play. We are also always
looking for some new members
wishing to play and maybe even
more days to play.

Preparing the food line table

Rich de Lambert

th

The new date is Thursday, July 19 from
12:30 pm to 4:00 pm, at Legends in the Bennett
Valley Golf Course area.
Rumors have it that Jim Dale was the big winner
at last month’s game day!
If you would like to join this exciting new group
in a rousing game of poker,
then contact Steve Edelstein by email at:
1hatisland@gmail.com or call 707-206-8084.
Please leave a message, I will return your call.
Return to Page 1

The food line in action, receiving and serving

Look for more picnic pictures on top of page 8
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TRAVEL GOLF 2018:

By the time that this June 2018 Newsletter has hit your “door step” we will be preparing to play the Foxtail
North GC. Our scheduled play date is July 12, 2018. This challenging golf course, which is home to the soon
to be 2018 SIR State Division 1 Individual Championship Qualifier, is an all time favorite of the SIR 17 & 76
Golf Club members and the vast majority of the golfers in Sonoma County and the surrounding counties. Just
the mention of the name, “Foxtail North golf course” has heads turning and starts the room abuzz with the
excitement of sharing past golfing feats accomplished there. Stay tuned for the results.
Next, we will be playing The Windsor GC in Windsor on Thursday, August 9, 2018. Cost is only $55.00,
which includes the greens fees, shared golf cart and your chance at a very generous prize fund. Come join us at
one of the best known and liked courses in all of Sonoma County. The deadline for signup and payment
received is Friday, August 3, 2018. Make your checks payable to: SIR 1776 Golf. Don’t be caught asleep at
the switch on this club favorite golf outing.
Just a reminder, the SIR State Division 1 Individual Championship Qualifier is being held on Tuesday,
August 21, at the Foxtail North GC. Now is the time to get your entry form in for this time honored event.
The deadline for signup and payment received is Saturday, August 11, 2018. The cost is $43.00 per
playing SIR member. Price includes shared golf cart, greens fees and a $3 SIR State Fee. There is no prize
fund for this event. The 2018 SIR State Individual Championship will be held November 13 & 14 at the
Bayonet GC in Monterey, CA.
As you are aware, we are required to commit to tighter booking, increased rates and more stringent payment and
commitment obligations at the participating golf courses. This has required a change to our SIR 1776 travel
golf policies and player payment schedules and obligations. Remember, payment is by CHECK ONLY and
YOUR PAYMENT MUST BE ON TIME IN ORDER TO PLAY! Also, no refunds will be made within
seven (7) days prior to the scheduled play date, unless the canceling member or their guest can furnish a
paying replacement player.
Jim Jones
Branch 17 & 76 Travel Golf Chairman
1016 Aleppo Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
707-539-2027
REMAINING 2018 SIR 1776 TRAVEL & CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF SCHEDULE
Thursday, July 12
Thursday, Aug 9
Tuesday, Aug 21
Monday, Sept 21
Thursday, Oct 11
August 13 & 14
Thursday, Nov 15

@
@
@
@
@
@
@

9:30 AM
9:30 AM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
9:30AM
TBD
10:30 AM

Foxtail North GC, Rohnert Park, CA
Windsor GC, Windsor, CA
Foxtail North GC, Rohnert Park, CA
Santa Rosa CC, Santa Rosa, CA
Oakmont West GC, Santa Rosa, CA
Bayonet GC, Monterey, CA
Napa Kennedy GC, Napa, CA

@
@
@
@
@
@
@

$53.00/player
$55.00/player
$43.00/player
$64.00/player
$52.00/player
TBD
$48.00/player
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Pictures By Rich de Lambert, Dennis Mangan and George Traverso

The food line in action, serving and receiving

Many thanks to our new Picnic chairman, Ted Scapeccia and his committee
on a job well done! We had good weather, lots of helpers, lot more members
and guest than some previous years. It is nice to have events shared with
other SIR Branches like Branch 176. We even had guests drive all the way
from Chico and back just to get a GREAT meal! Thanks to you ALL….

George Traverso and granddaughter Isla who called out
all the winning numbers for
the many drawings.

FIRST CLASS MAIL
Address Correction Requested

Santa Rosa, CA 95409-3411
4776 Rincon Creek Way,

SIR Branch 17

Postage
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LEGENDS MOVE UPDATE – IMPORTANT

(Article by Glenn Seime)

Our last lunch meeting at Scottish Rite Center is July 20. The termination of our
lease requires that we remove everything in our storage room and turn in all the
keys to the storage room and building. We won’t have a storage room at Legends.
This should be completed at the end of our July 20 lunch meeting. Turn in the
keys to Jim Gurke or Glenn Seime.
Storage room items – Jim Gurke and Glenn Seime inventoried what’s there. Our
club will need some of the items for future meetings at Legends. These include
the following:
Audio/visual equipment
Wine for speakers’ gifts and SIR card winners
Raffle stuff
SIR Banner
Mark Burchill is going to take care of the audio/visual equipment, probably the
biggest job.
Jim and Glenn were hopeful that the bartenders and raffle guys would be willing
to take care of the wine and raffle stuff.
Bob Reuther will handle the SIR banner (we won’t need the stand).
Items in the storage room that won’t be needed for future meetings include bar
tools and a tub of assorted liquors, most of them open, and several tubs of soft
drinks and beer (including non-alcohol beer). These will be added to the July
raffle prizes or given away. Opened liquor bottles will likely be given away.

Jim Gurke will move these items from the storage room to the dining room during
the social hour and could use some help. He plans to use one of the kitchen carts
so it shouldn’t be too daunting a task. Please let him know if you can help.

