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SIR Annual PICNIC Thursday, June 21, 2018
Our picnic will be a joint event with Branch 17 and Windsor Branch 176

at the Villa Chanticleer in Healdsburg.
Social hour at 11:00 am—Barbecue at 12:00 noon
The fare will be as usual:

Tri-tip steak, vegetarian lasagna, chili beans, green salad, corn-on-the-cobb,
bread and butter, wine, beer, soft drinks and ice cream for dessert.
All this for only $25.00
Please remember to bring your OWN plates, cups, silverware, napkins and tablecloth
and carpool if possible, as there will be two big groups of people attending.
All volunteers are welcome and appreciated.
If you would like to volunteer, please contact a member of the Picnic Committee.
We hope all of you can attend and make the picnic a huge success!!!!!
Thanks, Ted Scapeccia, Picnic Chairman 707-539-5049 or 707-529-0063
If you still have not
purchased your ticket,
you can still do so by
completing the form
below.
Send your check payable
to: SIR Branch 17, mail
it by June 12th to:
John Sommerville,
2119 Mission Blvd., Santa Rosa, CA 95409-3047
Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope for John to send you the tickets.
--------------------------------------------------------------Badge # _____ Name __________________________________________________________________
Guest Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Number of tickets ordered: ________ at $25.00 each Amount enclosed: $_____________ Check #_________
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The REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For JUNE. 21, 2018 Meeting

Monthly meetings are held on the 3rd Friday of each month at the Scottish Rite Center, 600 Acacia Ln., Santa Rosa, CA
For Excused Absences, Guests Lunches or Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on

the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.
Contact: John French, sonomaink@yahoo.com 707-280-4120 or Marv Schouweiler, mschouweiler@att.net 707-484-3070

NO Regular Meeting
Special Annual Picnic along with Branch 176
and the Ladies, on THURSDAY, June 21st

Special Picnic Lunch Menu

NOT on Friday as the regular meetings are…..
Social Hour: 11:00 am to 12:00 noon

See page 1 for more details

Lunch: 12:00 noon + Have you purchased your tickets yet?
See page 1 for more details

BIG SIR Robert Reuther’s
Message

LITTLE SIR Dennis Mangan’s

Message

rareuther@yahoo.com 707-343-1134

dfmangan@gmail.com 301-717-6234

“A friend is one who knows you
and loves you just the same.”

“High school is like toilet
paper, you only miss it
when it’s gone!”

Elbert Hubbard-Writer, Publisher, Artist, Philosopher

In the last few Big SIR messages I have been covering our move to our new location at Legends, starting on the third Thursday in August. the16th. For
now, I think that everyone understands the change. If
you need further detailed information, contact the Co
-Chairs on Relocation – Jim Gurke and Glen Seime.
Recently I had a discussion with our Chaplain
Herb Percy about members who are sick or in
distress. After reading Herb’s message in the Bark in
May, I discovered from the club news that in April
we had 21 members who did not show up for lunch.
Seven members were not with us because of health
issues. Herb and I agreed that it would be nice if you
would contact Herb or Assistant Chaplain Mike
Heinzelman by phone or email if you know of someone in this condition.
We would like to send get–well cards or whatever
is appropriate from all of us at Branch 17 to let the
member know that we are thinking of them.
(continued on page 4)

—-Anonymous

Remember how special June was when you
were a kid? The end of the school year… the
beginning of summer vacation. We were free! We
could sleep late, hike in the woods with our friends,
discover new neighborhoods on our bikes and play
endless games of baseball and tennis. It was also
the time for the annual fantasy of a landing a
summer love with a cute girl. In reality, most of the
time was spent at low-paying, backbreaking,
crappy jobs washing dishes or doing physical labor
at a local business and never having the time or
energy to find those perfect girls. The thrill of days
filled with adventure, games and girls was replaced
by shear boredom and wasted hot sweaty nights.
September always came way too soon.
My memories have been polished by the intervening years… I forgot the boredom and still recall
summers as being carefree and so much fun. However, I think summers were designed to prepare us
for retirement: low wages,
(continued on page 4)
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Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 10 of Region 3.
The following is a list of your 2018 Officers and Directors.
OFFICERS:

Email:

Phone:

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR
Barry Bialkoski

BIG SIR: Robert Reuther . . . . . . . .

rareuther@yahoo.com . .

707-343-1134

LITTLE SIR: Dennis Mangan . . . . . . .

dfmangan@gmail.com . .

301-717-6234

Mark Burchill
Bill Traverso

SECRETARY: Jim MacMillan . . . . . .

jmacmillan@ieee.org . . .

707-969-9830

ASST. SECRETARY: Jim Gurke . . . . .

1jgurke@gmail.com . . . .

707-843-3464

Gary Bondi
Rich Scudero
George Traverso

TREASURER: Glenn Seime . . . . . . . .

gseime@sbcglobal.net . .

707-537-5360

WEB MASTER

ASST. TREASURER: (Vacant) . . . . .

.....................
tescape@sbcglobal.net .

........... .

James MacMillan

707-539-5049

Jim Fenstermaker

IMD. PAST BIG SIR: Ted Scapeccia .

Branch 17 website: www.branch17.sirinc2.org
or email: sirsrbrn17@gmail.com

Chaplains’ Corner

AREA 10 GOVERNOR
............

(by Herb Percy)

Greetings my fellow SIR’s! It is
hard to believe that it has been
eight months since the wild fires
that hit Santa Rosa and vicinity.
After talking with people it appears that some have moved on
but others are having a hard time
handling the hole. Families within
our SIR Branch 17 are experiencing challenges. Some are choosing to either sell their
home and move into a small apartment or some are
having to move closer to their kids.
This all brings in different feelings within us.
Some are experiencing depression which is a difficult illness to deal with, but with help from doctors,
therapists, family, friends and our good Lord we can
hopefully begin to overcome these feelings. God
loves us and when we hurt, He also hurts. In Matthew 11:28, God tells us to “Come to Me, all you
who labor and are heavy laden, I will give you rest."
Here is a web link to a good article that was just
recently in the Press Democrat newspaper. thttp://
www.pressdemocrat.com/opinion/8363273-181/
close-to-home-thoughts-on
Just another check... What are you doing to make
a lasting legacy?
Make a friend and not just an acquaintance.
Contact Herb Percy, email dadpercy@yahoo.com
or call 707-971-7404 OR assistant chaplain Mike
Heinzelman, email mdheinz2@gmail.com or
call 707-579-6615.

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS

BARK EDITOR

REGION 3 DIRECTOR

PRESIDENT OF SIRinc.

James Filippo

Derek Southern

MAY
Membership Relations
John French, Chairman
sonomaink@yahoo.com
707-280-4120

A great lunch was enjoyed
by 54 members along with
one speaker and one guest.
The current membership still is 87 active members and seven inactive members.
Recap of Speakers on May 18th

(by Dennis Mangan)

Our keynote speaker for May was Heather
Irwin, dining editor for the Press Democrat.
Heather covered a wide range of topics related to
the food industry, including why some of the most
expensive restaurants in the area are or are not
worth the price. Heather also discussed the cannabis industry, telling us about the legal implication
of growing cannabis and the pros and cons of
smoking, vaping or eating pot. Turns out that
eating cannabis can result in a prolonged high
lasting up to six hours. That may be just what you
need for those tortuously long rounds of golf at
Bennett Valley!
Joke of the day!

I got all my looks from my
father. Mostly just the look
of disappointment.
(Author unknown)

Return to Page 1
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BIG SIR Message

(continued from page 2)

Isn’t that part of what SIRs is all about—friendship, fun,
and caring about each other when in need?
We are now on the upswing in membership and many
have expressed interest in us. Thanks goes to our Growth
Coordinators Jim Gurke, Jim MacMillan, and Fred Rose;
our Membership Relations Committee John French, and
Marv Schouweiler; our Publicity Chair Lance Thompson; and to all of you.
Our activities are now increasing as Mark Burchill is
setting up and chairing Bocce. We all know that Bocce in
its present form was developed in Italy and should be of
interest to many including our members interested in
their Italian heritage. Most importantly, it’s a fun sport
for all.
Gary Bondi and Bill Traverso are working on setting
up the activity of Beer and Wine Appreciation. This is a
great adventure since Sonoma County is world-renowned
for its wine. Sonoma County also has some famous
micro-breweries. Besides the enjoyment of refreshments,
we will have the opportunity for an informal education
about these beverages.

LITTLE SIR Message

(continued from page 2)

no respect from anyone, and never having the time
or energy to find that special summer love.
Oh to be a kid again!

Reminder:
of future meetings location changes.
Our regular July meeting will be the last meeting
to be held at the Scottish Rite Center where we have
been meeting for many years. The building is up for
sale so it has been decided to move to a new location
while choices are still available,
Beginning with the August meeting, it will be
held at Legends restaurant in the Bennett Valley Golf
Course area. It will be also on a new day of the
week, now on a THURSDAY instead of a Friday.
Mark your calendar for August 16th and allow some
extra time to find a good parking space which you
may need to share with the many golfers and other
users of the facilities.
The lunch at Legends will be a buffet but Legends
staff will assist any SIR member who requires help:
e.g. bringing them a plate lunch.
Lunch price will remain at $22.00 at least until the
end of 2019. Drinks from the bar will be either
$3.00 or 5.00, depending your selection.

See you at the Picnic on Thursday June 21st!
Return to Page 1

Activities:
Beer & Wine Appreciation

(Article by Gary Bondi)

Do you like to drink beer and/or wine? If so,
then a heads up to my fellow SIRS! Bill Traverso
and I are working on putting together a wine and
beer appreciation activity. Although we have not
yet worked out the details, the general idea is to get
together once a month or every two months to taste
and learn the history of wines and/or beers from
various regions and visit wineries or breweries in
the area.
We are working on dates and timing for this
activity and will have more details down the road.
We just hope you will like to take part in this new
adventure.

Bocce Ball

(Article by Mark Burchill)

Who likes to play bocce
ball? Let’s get together on
a monthly basis (date to be
determined) at 6:00 pm for
a casual bocce ball game.
We will start with the
bocce ball court in Mark
Burchill’s back yard, and after a few months we
may check out some of the other bocce ball courts
in Sonoma County.
If interested then contact Mark Burchill, email
at: SIRMarkB@sonic.net or call 707-542-2529
to RSVP and for directions.

Bowling

(Article by Mike Heinzelman)

If you have an interest in
joining the SIR bowling
league, or just want to see
how Mike is progressing,
come-on-down to Double
Decker Lanes in Rohnert
Park any Monday at 10:00
am. Ask for the SIR bowling group. (Remember,
it’s not a weekly commitment--just come when you
can.) Whether you are a good bowler or a beginner,
you are welcome.
For more information call Mike Heinzelman at
579-6615 or email to: mdheinz2@gmail.com.
Rest up and get ready for JUNE, as it will be a busy month
celebrating Flag Day, Father’s Day, the first day of summer
and our annual SIR picnic—enjoy!
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Boys’ Night Out
At the May 9

th

(by Dennis Mangan & Mark Burchill)

BNO the big question was: how

many SIRs can you fit at a table set for 15? Being
that we’re all slim and fit, of course we squeezed in
17…well, almost. We oozed over and a couple of
us chose wider spaces at a nearby table. Anthony,
our waiter and his colleagues at BJs Restaurant in
Coddingtown Mall lost some shoe leather keeping
up with our group of thirsty, hungry seniors. The
service was really very good thanks to a digital
ordering pad with direct connection to the kitchen.
With the exception of one latecomer, food for
everyone arrived at the same time and the feast
began. Burgers, tacos, chops, and salads topped the
list of entrées, and beers of all shades of yellow and
brown kept many of us happy and hydrated.

As usual for BNO, the conversations sparked
with talk about our former careers, travel, hobbies,
and a whole lot of common interests/concerns.
Many thanks once again to Mark Burchill who
organized this night for us.

The next BNO will be a double-header on
Wednesday, June 13th, at Charlie’s Restaurant
at the Windsor Golf Course, 1340 19th Hole Drive,
For more information of the location or
a peek at their menu, visit their website:
www.windsorgolf.com/charlie-s-restaurant
or call 707-838-7888.
Some of us will get together in the afternoon for
a round of golf and then the entire group will gather
at 6:00 pm for cocktails and then dinner. Weather
permitting, we will be dining outdoors on their
patio area. Call or email Mark Burchill for more
information about the golf game. He can be reached
at the information listed below. Mark Burchill will
also handle the RSVPs for the dinner but he will be
flying off to Canada on the day of the dinner, so
Jim Gurke will be the person on site that night.
So come have an afternoon and evening of fun
and merriment among your fellow SIR members.

Bridge
Bridge is an important activity with
many of our members not only within
our own branch but with participation
of members from other branches in
our area. Bridge activities are coordinated by chairman Al Black, email to
rosaridge@comcast.net or call 707-578-3210.
We welcome new and interested members who are
thinking of joining the pool of players.
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at Legends
Restaurant in Bennett Valley starting at 10:00 am on
Tuesdays, June 12th and 26th, 2018.

Couples’ Night Out

(Article by Fred Rose)

CNO has the month of June
OFF!
We encourage all our members to enjoy
our Annual Picnic on Thursday, June 21st.
This May 24th CNO was one of the smaller
gatherings we have had, only eight couples.
Two of which, the Scapeccias and Burchills,
rode the Smart Train to Petaluma. Central
Market in Petaluma was a new venue for me.
Farm to table is their slogan. The chef provided
us with an appetizer of their made in-house
seafood sausage with a very spicy slaw,
whew! Wine menu was very good. Wait staff
did a great job and separate checks was not
an issue. We had a wide variety of entrees
from the menu and everyone commented on
how good everything was. Several comments
of "they thought they would return to Central
Market."
Unfortunately we forgot to designate a
camera person! So until July, bon appetit!

List of the JUNE Birthdays
John French
Glenn Seime
Wallace Kelly
Charles Stark
Oscar Barragan

Reservations are a must!
Email to Mark Burchill: SIRMarkB@sonic.net
or call 707-542-2529 by Sunday, June 3, 2018.
Return to Page 1
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Fishing

(Article by Don Salazar)

GLOBAL FORUM

(Article by Marvin Mai)

The next fishing trip of SIR members and guests
that are committed to a salmon fishing trip for
Wednesday, July 18th on the Miss Anita boat out of
Bodega Bay is now filled. Be
ready to leave at 6:00 am and
bring your $225.00 cash or check,
NO credit cards, to the boat on
the day of the trip. Remember,
cancellation of the trip must be
made three weeks before the
departure date to receive a refund,
otherwise Don will be paying for
it! If for some reason salmon are not biting, the
Captain will then go looking for rod cod.

The June Global Forum will be held at the
home of Marvin and Pat Mai. This month we will
meet at 9:30 am so members can join our lively
(non-political) discussion of the multitude of world
event s and i ndi vi dual
topics of interest.

If there are members still interested in going, we
will have access to another similar boat, just let me
know as soon as possible to start booking it.

This month’s meeting: 9:30 am on Friday, June 8,
4743 Woodview Drive, Santa Rosa.
(South on Summerfield Rd to the end, turn left up
the hill about 1/3 mile, the house is on the left.)
PARK IN THE DRIVEWAY OR IN THE BAY
ACROSS THE STREET, AS THERE IS NO
PARKING ON THE STREET.
Should you have any questions, please email
Marvin at maimarvin57@gmail.com
or call him at 707-545-2224

If you are interested, please call Don Salazar at
707-545-0873, I do NOT have an email.

Garden Club Announcements
We meet at one of the tables near the door to share
our gardening interests at 11:30 am on our next SIR
meeting day, which will be on Friday, July 20th.

Our garden outing on May 24th to Jean and Jim
Fenstermaker’s gnome and miniature rose garden
was on a pleasantly cool day. We enjoyed Jean’s and
Jim’s talks on
the
extensive
gnome collection and the
placements of
the themes. Everywhere was a
different setting
– gnomes were
even seen riding
motorcycles, others were swinging in the trees, or
just taking it easy. Jean related because the gnomes
live so long that they only need to do a little work
(as little as possible) each day. We will try to schedule another gnome garden outing for either July 25th
or August 21st for those who could not make it this
time or for those that did come and would like to
come again—you are all WELCOME!
If anyone would like to help me with other outing
suggestions please feel free to do so.

Any questions, contact Lance Thompson at:
lance@pon.net (please put SIR in the subject
heading) or call 707-527-3438. (Article by Lance Thompson)
Return to Page 1

All SIR members interested in exploring our
global environment are
invited to join the monthly
confab. We always meet
on the second Friday of the
month.

Calendar of SIR Events for JUNE 2018
Any Monday Golf at BVGC
Any Monday Bowling, Double Decker Lanes, R/P, 10 am
June ? Bocce Ball, Mark Burchill’s home, 6:00 pm
June 1 National Doughnut Day
June 3 Last day to reserve for BNO
June 8 Traveling Golf, Windsor GC, 9:28 am
June 8 Global Forum meeting, Marvin Mai’s, 9:30 am
June 12 Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am
June 13 Boys’ Night Out, Charlie’s Restaurant, 6:00 pm
June 14 Flag Day
June 14 Poker Fest, Legends, BVGC, 1:00 to 4:00 pm
June 17 Father’s Day
June 21 First day of SUMMER
June 21 SIR Annual Picnic, 11:00 am, Healdsburg
June 21 Couples’ Night Out, CANCELLED for June
June 26 Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am

Updates on member changes of information:
Mark Burchill has a new email address for SIR:
SIRMarkB@sonic.net

Glenn Seime has a new phone number to use:
707-537-5360
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The Poem of the month!

GOLF:
We're into the height of our golfing season and
the fairways and greens are looking fine. Dust off
your clubs and let's go play some golf. If you're
interested in playing in the SIR Team Scramble
Qualifier on June 28th, ya gotta get your team's
application in to Jim Jones ASAP. The sign-up
deadline is June 14th - don't miss out.
There's lots of good golf to be had, so check out
our Travel Golf choices and start loading your
calendar. Follow the link below to see what State
SIR Golf has to offer. http://www.golf.sirinc2.org

Half of golf is fun;
the other half is putting.

Solitude
By Ella Wheeler Wilcox
Laugh, and the world laughs with you;
Weep, and you weep alone;
For the sad old earth must borrow its mirth,
But has trouble enough of its own.
Sing, and the hills will answer;
Sigh, it is lost on the air;
The echoes bound to a joyful sound,
But shrink from voicing care.
Rejoice, and men will seek you;
Grieve, and they turn and go;
They want full measure of all your pleasure,
But they do not need your woe.
Be glad, and your friends are many;
Be sad, and you lose them all,—
There are none to decline your nectared wine,
But alone you must drink life’s gall.
Feast, and your halls are crowded;
Fast, and the world goes by.
Succeed and give, and it helps you live,
But no man can help you die.
There is room in the halls of pleasure
For a large and lordly train,
But one by one we must all file on
Through the narrow aisles of pain.

POKER FEST

Come join us for a fun day of golf.
_________________________

The place to be is the Bennett Valley
Golf Course - The time to be there is
Monday mornings starting at 8:30.
Hope to see you all out there.
Until next time, Good Golfing,

(Article written by Steve Edelstein)

This new activity has gai n ed
quite a bit in popularity and
we’re looking to set up another
day to play. We are also always
looking for some new members
wishing to play and maybe even
more days to play.
th

The new date is Thursday, June 14 from
12:30 pm to 4:00 pm, at Legends in the Bennett
Valley Golf Course area.
If you would like to join this exciting new group
in a rousing game of poker,
then contact Steve Edelstein by email at:
1hatisland@gmail.com or call 707-206-8084.
Please leave a message, I will return your call.

Roy Thuestad

707-975-4406
roymond@comcast.net

A special Thank You to members Gordon Boultbee and Dennis
Mangan for helping me by spotting all my errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling and any other boo-boos I have made before the final
edition goes to press and you see it.
Jim, the Editor

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.

Back to page 1
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At long last…the rain has ended and for some time now the days remain unnaturally cool. But cool is good!
And, it’s time to play GOLF – Lots-O-Golf! The sun is shining and the courses are back with the beautiful
fairways, greens and landscapes that we all remember. The drought is past, at least for this year, and brown is no
longer pock marking our fairways! Green is again the color of golf! AND GOLF IS GOOD!
Our third 2017 Travel Golf outing was on Thursday, May25, at the Rancho Solano GC in Fairfield. The day was
beautiful but the wind challenged the accuracy of our shots to the greens. Bob Nadell and Rod Mooney both netted a
65, with Bob taking first place and Rod taking second place in the all important tie breaker. Gene Kaiser took third
place with a net 69 and Kent Richmond nailed fourth place with a net 76. And again it was unanimous, like the
Silverado GC, we are going to definitely play the Rancho Solano GC again next year if we have the opportunity.
Our next travel golf outing will be on Wednesday, June 14, 2017, at which time we will be playing at the Windsor
Golf Course in (what else but) Windsor. The Windsor GC is definitely a favorite of many and due to popular
demand it is again on our 2017 circuit. The first tee time is 9:28 AM. If you plan on playing this very respectable
and challenging course, please forward your $56.00 check (made out to SIR1776 Golf) to:
Jim Jones
1016 Aleppo Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
The deadline to have your checks in is Tuesday, June 6, 2017. There isn’t that much time left to get your
money in so you can play at the Windsor GC. Please don’t hesitate! Time is not to be wasted! “For an
opportunity ignored is an opportunity lost forever!”

The remaining 2017 SIR 1776 Travel Golf schedule:
June 8

@ 10:00 AM
Bennett Valley GC, Santa Rosa, CA
@ $54.00/player
(Area 13 Team Scramble Qualifier – Get Your Team Ready!)
June 14 @ 9:28 AM
Windsor GC, Windsor, CA
@ $55.00/player
July 20 @9:30 AM
Blue Rock Springs(E) GC, Vallejo, CA @ $45.00/player
August 8 @ 8:00 AM
Foxtail (N) GC, Rohnert Park, CA
@ $40.00/player
(Div 1 Individual Qualifier)
August 17 @ 8:30 AM
Sebastopol GC, Sebastopol, CA
@ $25.00/player
August 24 @ 9:30 AM
Rooster Run GC, Petaluma, CA
@ $55.00/player
September 7 @ 9:30 AM Hiddenbrooke GC, Vallejo, CA
@ $46.00/player
September 28 @ 10:30 AM Fountaingrove GC, Santa Rosa, CA
@ $110.00/player
October 26 @ 9:30 AM
Oakmont (W) GC, Santa Rosa, CA
@ $50.00/player
November 16 @ 9:00 AM Links at Bodega Harbour, Bodega, CA @ $60.00/player
As you are aware, we are required to commit to tighter booking, rate and payment obligations at this year’s
participating golf courses. These new obligations require a change to our SIR 1776 travel golf policies, and
player payment schedules and obligations. Please note: No refunds will be made within 8 days prior to
the scheduled play date, UNLESS cancellation is permitted by the contracting golf course or if the
cancelling member can furnish a paying replacement. Remember to have your payments to Jim Jones
NO LATER THAN June 6, 2017. Remember, payment is by CHECK ONLY & YOUR PAYMENT
MUST BE ON TIME IN ORDER TO PLAY!

