
Minutes of Sons In Retirement, Luther Burbank Branch 17 
BEC Meeting, Legends Banquet Room, Santa Rosa CA 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 
 

Big SIR George Traverso opened the meeting at 10:02 a.m. 

No audio recording 

Traverso called roll: 

Present: Former Big SIR Dennis Mangan, Big SIR George Traverso, Secretary Kurt Wehrmeister, 
Assistant Secretary Jim Gurke, Treasurer Glenn Seime, Past Big SIR Bob Reuther, Directors Gary 
Bondi, Chris Nolen, Paul Willihnganz, Ken Johnson, Mark Burchill, Elias Zegarra. Gordon 
Boultbee. 

Absent/Excused: Membership Director Rich DeLambert, Assistant Treasurer Al Petrie. 

Other members present: Fred Rose, Ted Scapeccia  

Secretary’s Report/Minutes from December 19, 2019 MSP by the Board. 

Treasurer’s Report from Glenn Seime: Balance on hand 12/31/2019 $4,566.49; Balance on 
hand 11/30/2019 $4,677.42. Net loss of $110.93 for the month—but for calendar year 2019, a 
net gain of $72.84. Form 28 report MSP by the Board.  

Brief discussion of December event for 2020, tabled for further discussion in February. (Fred 
Rose proposes hosting of a more formal/gala type CNO in December 2020, allowing December 
luncheon to revert to normal monthly protocol.) 

Form 27 Membership report MSP by the Board. Elias Zegarra reports membership stands at 84 
as of 1/16. 

Little SIR Gary Bondi confirmed submission of Forms 27 and 28 to State SIR Inc.   

Traverso asks for discussion on “sponsor rewards” for bringing in new members; discussion has 
gone back and forth in recent months whether sponsors should be rewarded with either a free 
lunch or a bottle of wine. Fred Rose notes that the tradition of a sponsor “free lunch” had 
originated roughly a decade ago, because the sponsor had paid for the guest’s first-time lunch; 
that providing that member with a free lunch upon the new member being signed and 
inducted, was a “reimbursement” of sorts. Seime noted that during his time as Treasurer, that 
the CLUB had covered the cost of the guest’s lunch. Asst. Secretary Gurke noted that the 
problem with a bottle of wine as standard “gift” to the sponsor is that “not everyone drinks 
wine.” On motion of Willinhganz, discussion tabled until February so that it can include 
membership chairman de Lambert. MSP by the Board. 



Discussion of delinquent members concluded with motion for Gurke to send “about-to-be-
dropped” letters to Jim Lamar, Charles Greene, Dave Mink, Adu Ebrahim and JT Rose – all of 
whom had either communicated that they cannot make monthly meetings, or have not been 
heard from in six months. MSP by the Board.   

Treasurer Seime reports that Audit Committee, chaired by Marvin Mai, had thoroughly 
reviewed branch’s finances for calendar year 2019 and had signed off approval. 

Picnic Chairman Ted Scapeccia reported on plans for the branch’s summer picnic, scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 17 at Windsor Golf Club, to be held in conjunction with Windsor Branch 76 
and catered again by Charlie’s. Planning for estimated attendance of 150 including spouses, 
tickets at $30 per person. (Charlie’s charging $32/person.) Estimating roughly $600 profit, 
completely on strength of raffle revenues. Ted is authorized to proceed, MSP by the Board. 

Bob Reuther previews SIRS Area Governor meeting, welcoming AG Ed Benson of Walnut Creek; 
planned for breakfast Friday morning, 1/24/2020 at Legends; all attending will pay for own 
breakfast. Traverso to announce at membership luncheon on this day and invite general 
attendance. 

New member Robert Zie to be inducted at membership luncheon today.   

Webmaster Mangan received an online request for SIR17 to advertise/recruit for the Covia 
“Social Call” program . . . organized phone calls to homebound seniors. 
https://covia.org/services/social-call/   Does Branch 17 wish to participate? Consensus is to 
discuss appropriateness of participating in another group’s program with Area Governor at 1/24 
breakfast meeting. 

Seime notes that recent Audit Committee work involved preparing an inventory of all Branch 
sundry properties – meeting equipment, etc.  Inventory to be uploaded on SIR17 website by 
webmaster Mangan for future reference.  

Traverso adjourns meeting at 10:58 a.m.     

Minutes submitted by Secretary Kurt Wehrmeister 
Minor revisions by Mangan highlighted above in yellow (submitted 1-21-20) 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 


