
Minutes of Sons in Retirement, Luther Burbank Branch 17 
BEC Meeting, via ZOOM video from home quarantine, Santa Rosa CA 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 
 

Big SIR George Traverso opened the meeting at 10:14 a.m. 

No audio recording 

Traverso called roll: 

Present: Former Big SIR Dennis Mangan, Big SIR George Traverso, Secretary Kurt Wehrmeister, 
Treasurer Glenn Seime, Past Big SIRs Bob Reuther and Mark Burchill, Little SIR Gary Bondi, 
Directors Paul Willihnganz, Gordon Boultbee, Al Petrie, Ken Johnson, Elias Zegarra, Membership 
Director Rich de Lambert, Audit Committee Chair Marvin Mai. 

Absent/Excused: Asst. Secretary Jim Gurke, Directors Chris Nolen and Lance Thompson. 

Other members present: none  

Secretary’s Report/Minutes from February 20, 2020 from Secretary Wehrmeister had been 
electronically circulated prior to the meeting. Approval moved by de Lambert, seconded by 
Traverso; approved unanimously by the Board. 

Treasurer’s Report from Glenn Seime: Balance on hand 4/30/2020 is $6,087.58; net loss of 
$148.75 since 3/31/2020 – that loss entirely due to expense in that amount to pay State Board 
Pro Rata Assessment ($1.75/member x 85 members). All other activities suspended during this 
period. Approval moved by Bondi, seconded by Willinhganz; approved unanimously by the 
Board. 

Treasurer Seime also requested latitude from Big SIR and the BEC for him to approve and make 
payments to members who provide purchase receipts, and explanations of those purchases. 
Any purchases deemed questionable by Treasurer will be referred to the BEC for consideration 
and approval. Additionally, Treasurer Seime requested approval to pay SIR state assessment for 
the remainder of calendar year 2020. Approval moved by Bondi, seconded by Boultbee; 
approved unanimously by the Board. 

Form 27 Membership Report: As of this date, 79 active members on the rolls, down three from 
the 82 of 2/20/2020: Steve Marburger has resigned his membership, and Romie Schneider and 
Doug Weber have both passed away since the last meeting on February 20. Approval of Form 
27 Moved by Bondi, seconded by Seime; approved unanimously by the Board. 

Audit Committee Chairman Marvin Mai reported (as BEC had been informed in February by 
Treasurer Seime) that his committee – Mai and Stan Borges – had met with Treasurer Seime 
and Asst. Treasurer Al Petrie during January to review all financial reports and materials for 
calendar year 2019; all was found to be in order. Approval of report moved by Wehrmeister, 
seconded by Johnson; approved unanimously by the Board. 



Discussion of Membership recruitment/promotion responsibilities discussed; Mangan notes 
that while committees can be appointed, ultimately the function falls to the year’s Big SIR. 
Discussion also on current “premium/reward’ for sponsor of a new member; consensus that the 
current reward of a bottle of wine should continue. 

Treasurer Seime notes that the donated “pot” is up to $225.00 in Marvin Mai’s plan for a $500 
pot for which all member-sponsors for calendar 2020 would participate in a raffle to win the 
entire amount. (This in addition to the bottle of wine guaranteed to every sponsor whose 
candidate ultimately enrolls as a new member. 

Treasurer Seime notes that of the 79 members on the Branch 17 roster, 63 are paid for 
calendar 2020; 16 have yet to pay. Treasurer Seime has drafted a letter to send to those 16;  
Traverso, Bondi have reviewed and approved it. Approval to have Seime send this letter, and 
its expense, moved by Wehrmeister, seconded by Boultbee; approved unanimously by the 
Board. 

Discussion on resuming Branch group activities amid Covid-19 pandemic: Past Big SIR Reuther 
updates that, per instruction from state SIR officials – with the exception of programs that can 
be and are being conducted completely via videoconferencing (such as is being done with 
Branch 17’s Global Forum) — a Branch’s BEC must consider the safety of resuming each specific 
program, and conduct a vote to approve such activity; then the activity can resume thirty (30) 
days after such BEC vote. Mangan notes that Fred Rose and Roy Thuestad have requested such 
a vote regarding the Branch’s Golf program — Monday mornings at Bennett Valley GC – 
following the May 4 resumption of golf at BVGC under conditions that the county’s health 
officer deemed acceptable. With such a vote,  SIRS Golf could resume (provided there are no 
changes in situation between the course and public health officials) effective on Monday, June 
8. Approval moved by Mai, seconded by Wehrmeister; approved unanimously by the Board. 

Next meeting of the BEC—to be conducted again via ZOOM—scheduled for 10 a.m., Thursday, 
June 4. Approval moved by Traverso, seconded by Boultbee; approved unanimously by the 
Board.  

Motion to adjourn at 11:25 a.m. by Boultbee, seconded by Bondi; approved unanimously by 
the Board. 

 

Minutes submitted by Secretary Kurt Wehrmeister 

   


