
 

 

The  REDWOOD BARK  Newsletter      For JAN. 17, 2019 Meeting  

For Excused Absences,  Guests Lunches  or  Alternate Lunch Selection, please, you must call or email before 10:00 am on 
the Monday preceding the meeting for an excused absence, otherwise you will be charged for a meal.  

Contact:   John French, sonomaink@yahoo.com  707-280-4120 or Marv Schouweiler,  mschouweiler@att.net  707-484-3070 

 NEW LOCATION:  meeting at LEGENDS in the Bennett Valley Golf Course, 33258 Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA 

Meeting Schedule 

Board Meeting:  10:00 am 

Social Hour:  11:00 am  

Lunch:  12:00 noon  

Speaker:  A representative from Cal Fire.  

Adjourn by:  1:30 pm  

Please place your badge into the collection buckets 

when leaving through the side door to  the parking lot.  

 Lunch Menu 

Caesar salad  

Chicken parmesan, Penne pasta with marinara  

Garlic bread  

Beverages;  Regular or decaf coffee, iced tea  

 or water. Sodas are free but must be picked 

 up at the bar. 

Tiramisu  

Big Sir Dennis Mangan’s 
Message   

dfmangan@gmail.com  301-717-6234  

The start of each year is filled with resolutions 
and promises. Often, we hear the phrase “clear out 
the old, bring in the new.” I like the joy of having a 
chance to make things right…a real life do-over…a 
genuine mulligan. Can there be restitution for all 
those angry words I used, opportunities to be kind I 
missed, or putts that I hit way too hard? Probably 
not…what’s done is done. Yet, it is a NEW year. I 
can do my best to make it better than previous ones.  

Ask yourself, what do you want from SIR this 
year? What do you want to contribute to the purpose 
of the club? Let’s remember why we joined SIR. 
Having lunch or dinner with the guys is better than 
eating alone. Commiserating with our buddies is a 
good way to deal with the stress of today’s crazy 
politics. Just growing old with the friendship of 
fellow Sir members is better physically, intellectually   
and emotionally than growing old alone. SIR is a 
low-pressure way to meet others and doesn’t cost 
much in time or money.  

Now that we have survived the Holiday Season, 
we return to somewhat a normalcy in our daily 
lives. Even as our festive days have left us with 
many fond memories, we now look forward to 
tasks engaging us with losing weight, maybe 
spending hours at the gym or making New Year’s 
resolutions that we try to keep for more than two 
months.  

I think that every year we have this challenge 
and I know for a fact that I personally am in this 
category. After all, celebrating with family and 
friends is center to this season of sharing, giving 
and goodwill.  

I must acknowledge those less fortunate. We 
certainly must not travel too far to meet those who 
have suffered natural disasters and have been 
homeless. All of us have witnessed this predica-
ment locally when our community was touched by 
a devastating fire.  

As this is my first message  

Happy 2019!  

Little Sir George Traverso’s  

 Message  
geosan@sbcglobal.net  707-528-6987  

(continued on page 2) 
(continued on page 2) 

Wishing you a Happy New Year  
with the hope that you will have 
many blessings in the year to come.         
   Shutterfly  

http://branch17.sirinc2.org/index.html
mailto:sonomaink@yahoo.com
mailto:Marv%20Schouweiler%20(mschouweiler@att.net)
mailto:dfmangan@gmail.com
mailto:geosan@sbcglobal.net
dfmangan
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OFFICERS:  

Co-Big Sirs:  Dennis Mangan . . . . . .   

            Mark Burchill . . . . . . . .  

Little Sir:  George Traverso . . . . . . . . 

Secretary:  Jim Gurke  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Asset. Secretary:  Jim MacMillan . . . 

Treasurer:  Glenn Seime  . . . . . . . . . . 

 Asset. Treasurer:  Vacant . . . . . .  . .  

DIRECTORS FOR ONE YEAR  
Gary Bondi  
Rich Scudero  
  

DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS  
Chris Nolan  
Paul Willihnganz  
  

BARK EDITOR  
Jim Fenstermaker  707-548-3346 
sirsrbrn17@gmail.com 

AREA 10 GOVERNOR         REGION 3 DIRECTOR  
      Robert Reuther                Dennis Pangburn  

PHONE:  

301-717-6234  

707-542-2529  

707-528-6987  

707-843-3464  

707-696-9830  
707-537-5360  

  

EMAIL:  

dfmangan@gmail.com . .  

SIRMarkB@sonic.net . . .  

geosan@sbcglobal.net . .  

1jgurke@gmail.com . . . .  

jmacmillan@ieee.org . . .  

gseime@sbcglobal.net . . 

  

Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 10 of Region 3. 

    The following is a list of your 2019 Officers and Directors. 

Calendar of SIR Events for JAN. 2019 
Any Monday    Golf at BVGC 

Any Monday    Bowling, Double Decker Lanes, R/P, 10 am  

Jan.  -3  Fruitcake Toss Day  

Jan.  -3  Poker Fest, Legends, BVGC, 12:30 pm  

Jan.   4- Trivia Day  

Jan.   8  Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am  

Jan.   9  BNO, Tipp Thai Cuisine, 6:00 pm  

Jan.  10  Bittersweet Chocolate Day  

Jan.  11  Global Forum, Marvin Mai’s place, 9:30 am  

Jan.  17  SIR Meeting/Luncheon, Legends, BVGC, 11:00 am 

Jan.  19  Popcorn Day  

Jan.  21  Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday  

Jan.  22  Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am  

Jan.  24  Poker Fest, Legends, BVGC, 12:30 pm 

Jan.  24  CNO, Basilico Cucina Italiana, 5:00 pm   

Little Sir Message    (continued from page 1)  

to you as Little Sir, I extend my best wishes to you 
and your families for a healthy and Happy New 

Year. All of us must take an annual inventory of our 
gifts and responsibilities so we are able to appre-
ciate and evaluate our personal priorities and 

challenges.  

Our January speaker will be a representative 

from Cal Fire and should prove to be a very interest-
ing topic. We have witnessed this destruction 
from many of these major fires that has happened in 

California the last three years. There will probably 
be lots of facts made available such as:  regarding 
the number of fires, the number of fire fighters and 

how the costs have increased, along with what will 
the future hold.  

Co-Big Sir Message     (continued from page 1)   

If you’ve read my Little Sir messages in 2018 you 
know that getting together with our buddies is 
good for our health, happiness and humanity.  

In looking at holiday cards received this year, I 
noticed a few greetings that especially caught my 
attention. Several of these wished me many bless-
ings in the new year. What does it mean to wish 
someone a blessing, to ask for a blessing or to be 
blessed? To bless means to request a divine favor or 
to bestow good of any kind upon. The word can be 
religious or secular. Blessing originally referred to 
sprinkling blood on pagan altars (I doubt that is what 

my greeting card intended.) Blessing was used in old 
English bibles to mean "to speak well of, to praise." 
In Scripture it translates from Hebrew to mean "to 
bend (the knee), worship, or praise." I realize that I 
am truly blessed to be who I am and have what I 
have. I am grateful for the kind greetings offered to 
me, and I’d like to pass one on to you.  

Out with the old, in with the new: may you be 
happy the whole year through.  

Happy New Year my friend!   

 List of the January Birthdays  

  Glenn Andrade      Barry Bialkoski      Bill Buhrman  

  Steve Carey           Steve Edelstein      Dick Honzik  

  Tom Lubas            Dennis Mangan      Jerry Peterson  
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Membership/Attendance:   

John French . . . . . . sonomaink@yahoo.com  . . . 707-280-4120 

Marv Schouweiler . mschouweiler@att.net  . . . . 707-484-3070  
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mailto:dfmangan@gmail.com
mailto:SIRMarkB@sonic.net
mailto:1jgurke@gmail.com
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mailto:gseime@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:mschouweiler@att.net
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Bowling:                      (Article by Mike Heinzelman) 

    If you have an interest in 
joining the SIR bowling 
league, or just want to see 
how Mike is progress-
ing, come-on-down to 
Double Decker Lanes in 
Rohnert Park any Monday 
at 10:00 am. Ask for the SIR bowling group. 
(Remember, it’s not a weekly commitment--just 
come when you can.) Whether you are a good bow-
ler or a beginner, you are welcome.  

    For more information call Mike Heinzelman at 
579-6615 or email to: mdheinz2@gmail.com. 

Bocce:   (Article by Mark Burchill)  
    We will be on hiatus until 
spring. We are still working to set-
tle on a schedule. We plan to try 
some different bocce courts in 
Sonoma County later this coming 
spring.  

    Anyone interested in getting on the mailing list 
should contact Mark Burchill, at: 707-542-2529 or 
SIRMarkB@sonic.net   

Activities: 

Boys’ Night Out:     (Article/ by Mark Burchill)  

    Wednesday, January 9th is the planned date for 
visiting again Tipp Thai Cuisine, 1778 Piner Road, 
Santa Rosa, which is located in a small strip mall on 
the SE corner of Coffey Lane and Piner Road.  

    We were last there on August 6, 2014 and since 
the food and service was so good it is time to go 
back again. 

They offer moderate prices along with interesting 
and tasty Thai food. Check out their menu at web 
site: www.tippthaicuisine.weebly.com or call 
707-542-5772 for more information.  

Reservations are a must! 

    Contact: Mark Burchill, SIRMarkB@sonic.net or 
call 707-542-2529 to place your reservation by 
Sunday, January 6th.  

    Starting with February, Don Malvestiti will be 
taking over the leadership of Boys’ Night Out. He 
can be reached at  malvestitidon@gmail.com. or 
call him at 707-539-0677, leave a message if he 
does not answer.  

Holiday Luncheon, Dec. 20th: ( by Mark Burchill)  

Sixty three SIRs and friends attended a festive 
gathering on December 20th.  Legends provided us 
with excellent service and very tasty food, includ-
ing prime rib and salmon.  Chris Nolan led the 
celebrants  in some hol iday songs, and then 
Lorraine Reuther gave a very moving interpreta-
tion of the famous editorial written 121 years ago 
in the New York Sun called “Yes, Virginia, There 
is a Santa Claus.”  

After Lorraine’s reading, the Redwood Chords-
men stepped up to the front of the room and 
commenced to entertain us for more than a half 
hour with wonderful vocal harmonies.  They sang 
as a large choir, as well as breaking into a couple 
of barbershop quartets.  They entertained us with 
Christmas and holiday songs as well as some non-
seasonal tunes.  Their love of what they do was 
very evident, and the audience really appreciated 
the fine entertainment.  Perhaps they'll be back 
next year.  

A special guest, Glenn Wolf, from one of the 
SIR Branches in Paradise was sponsored by Tom 
Johnson, one of our own that lost his home to the  
Tubbs fire of October, 2017. Glenn’s invitation to 
this luncheon was arranged by the SIR Region 3 
Director Dean Faris.  

Program for January 17, 2019  

 A representative from Cal Fire 
will be our speaker for the January 
luncheon/meeting.  

The California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection is the 
State of California's agency responsi-
ble for fire protection in State Responsibility Areas 
of California totaling 31 million acres, as well as 
the administration of the state's private and public 
forests. They were founded in 1885 and now have 
their headquarters in Sacramento with an annual 
budget of two BILLION dollars, which they just 
might exceed after this year’s fires.  

mailto:mdheinz2@gmail.com
mailto:SIRMarkB@sonic.net
http://www.tippthaicuisine.weebly.com
mailto:malvestitidon@gmail.com


 

 

     A special Thank You to members Gordon Boultbee and others for helping 

me by spotting all my errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling and any other 

boo-boos I have made before the final edition goes to press and you see it.              

  Jim, the Editor  

Bridge:  

    Bridge is an important activity 
with many of our members not 
only within our own branch but 

with participation of members 
from other branches in our area. 
Bridge activities are coordinated 

by chairman Al Black, call 707-578-3210 or email 
to rosaridge@comcast.net .  

    We welcome new and interested members who 
are thinking of joining the pool of players.  

    Bridge days scheduled this month for play at 

Legends Restaurant in Bennett Valley starting 
at 10:00 am on Tuesday, Jan. 8th  and  22nd.  
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GLOBAL FORUM:      (Article  by Marvin Mai)  

The Global Forum will be back to their regular 
meetings on Friday, January 11th at 10:00 am. A 
lively discussion about global events and forecasts 
for 2019 would include:  

+Syria what happens after U.S. 
withdrawal? 

+U.S. approved sale of Patriot 
Missiles to Turkey, how will 
Russia react? 

+U.S. Navy Worried about 
China's expanding naval capabilities, now loading 
anti-ship missiles on subs, what other actions are 
possible?  

All Sir members are invited to join this monthly 
confab at:  4743 Woodview Drive,  

(South on Summerfield Rd to the end, turn left up  

the hill about 1/3 mile, the house is on the left.)  

PARK IN THE DRIVEWAY OR IN THE BAY 
ACROSS THE STREET, AS THERE IS  

NO PARKING ON THE STREET. 

Should you have any questions, please email  

Marvin at maimarvin57@gmail.com  

or call him at 707-545-2224.  
Note the new start time at 10:00 am 

NOTICE  
2019 Membership DUES will be due in January.  

Our annual dues for 2019 have been set at  

only $20.00, DOWN from $40.00 in 2018!  

    This was made possible by our move to Legends 

where we pay no rent versus the $3,600 per year 

we paid at the Scottish Rite Center. That savings 

will be partially offset by no longer making a profit 

on lunch ($1,200/year), and no bar profit ($200/

year), putting our net savings at $2,200 per year, 

average.  

    Dues bills will NOT be mai led  this year! 

Instead, make your check payable to SIR Branch 

17, and mail it to:  Glenn Seime, 2970 Tuxedo 

Place, Santa Rosa, CA 95405-8566, or if you 

prefer to save the price of a stamp, then bring your 

check with you and pay Glenn at the January 17th 

lunch meeting.  

Couples’ Night Out:   (Article by Fred Rose) 

For THURSDAY, January 24th we will return 

to Basilico Cucina Italiana restaurant, at 4776 

Sonoma Highway 12, S/R.  (the old Roberto's)  

To see their menu go to their web site at: 

www.basilico-cucina-italiana.com  

or call 707-539-0260.  

If you like Italian cuisine then this is one of the 

places to try, I’m sure you will like it. In the past 

we have had the use of their banquet room in the 

lower level mostly to just our group, which really 

helps on the noise level. Fred was able to negotiate 

getting a full menu to choose from and a promise of 

“couples” checks--so let’s all GO!  

Cocktails at 5:00 pm, order dinner at 5:30 pm.  

Reservations are a must!  

    Contact Fred Rose: fredicrose@comcast.net  

or call 707-548-5797 to make your reservations by 

Friday, January 18th or sooner if possible.  Hope 

to see all lot of Sir members and guests at the first 

Couples Night Out dining of 2019!  

mailto:rosaridge@comcast.com
mailto:maimarvin57@gmail.com
http://www.basilico-cucina-italiana.com
mailto:fredicrose@comcast.net


 

 

The Poem of the month! 
Orchard Trees  
by Richard Wilbur  

It's not the case, though some might wish it so 
Who from a window watch the blizzard blow  

White riot through their branches vague & stark, 
That they keep snug beneath their pelted bark.  

They take affliction in until it jells 
To crystal ice between their frozen cells,  

And each of them is inwardly a vault 
Of jewels rigorous and free of fault,  

Unglimpsed until in May it gently bears 
A sudden crop of green-pronged solitaires.  

POKER  FEST:       (Article by Steve Edelstein)  

    We are adding a second 

game, on Thursday, January 
24th. We have three players 
who are willing to play twice 
a month. We would be willing 
to help you learn how to play. 
It’s fun and good way to meet 
your fellow Sir members.  

    The new dates are Thursdays, January 3rd
 

and January 24th
, from 12:30 pm to 4:00 pm, 

at Legends in the Bennett Valley Golf Course. 

     Contact Steve Edelstein by email at:  

1hatisland@gmail.com or call 707-206-8084.  

Please leave a message, I will return your call.  
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Golf:  
The USGA has relaxed some of the rules 

of golf to make the game simpler and hope-
fully faster. Follow the video link below to 
get an idea as to how you need to change 
your game for 2019. Too bad that they still 
don't allow the use of the Foot Mashie to 
get a better lie.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=chPOtfLUHC0  

Rules, Rules, Rules… 

Why so many Rules?  

Come join us for a fun day of golf.  

The place to be is the Bennett Valley  
Golf Course - The time to be there is  

Monday mornings starting at 8:30.  
Hope to see you all out there.  

Until next time, Good Golfing.  

Roy Thuestad  

707-975-4406  
roymond@comcast.net   

Mark Your Calendar  

Annual Branch 17/176 Picnic 
Thursday, June 20, 2019  

Social hour 11:00am-Food Service at Noon  

New Location: Outdoor Event Area  at Windsor Golf Course  

BBQ Chicken, Veggie Pasta, Chili Beans, Corn on the Cob, 
Salad, Bread & Dessert , Wine, beer and soft drinks  

All silverware, dishes, glasses, tablecloths provided  

50/50 Raffle plus more  

Additional details will be coming soon!  

Ticket Sales begin in April  

Contact Ted Scapeccia:  

707 529 0063 or tescape4@gmail.com   

 List of the December Birthdays  
  Gary Bondi        James Gurke Ken Johnson  

                 Ralph Lassa J.T. Rose  

     Romie Schneider    Lloyd Von Der Mehden 

mailto:1hatisland@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chPOtfLUHC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chPOtfLUHC0
mailto:roymond@comcast.net
mailto:tescape4@gmail.com


 

 

Reporter:  Can you give us some health tips for reaching the 
age of 101?  

Hattie:  For better digestion, I drink beer. In case of appetite 
loss, I drink white wine. For low blood pressure, I drink red 
wine. In case of high blood pressure,  I drink scotch and 
when I have a cold, I drink Schnapps.  

Reporter:  When do you ever drink water?  

Hattie:  I don’t, I’ve never been that sick!  

 Joke of the day!   The importance of water!  

NON-RESPONSIBILITY  DECLARATION  
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure 

of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any 
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities. 
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Travel Golf has ended for the season  

and will resume in March 2019.  

    Between now and then, think of courses 
that you'd like to see included in our line-up 
and let us know. If you have any feedback as 
to how the Travel Golf experience can be 
improved, all ears are open. We look forward 
to March when we resume our traveling 
adventures.   (article by Roy Thuestad )  

New State SIRinc Officers for 2019  

State President:  Ed Benson 

  EBENSONBWA@AOL.COM 

Region #3 Director:  Dennis Pangburn  

  PANG1@COMCAST.NET  

  For areas:  7, 8, 9 & 10  

Area #10 Governor:  Robert Reuther  

  RAREUTHER@YAHOO.COM  

 For Branches:  17, 53, 76, 92, 132 & 158  

    Since the beginning of SIR in 1958 there have 
been 179 branches established. As of November 
2018 there are still 117 active branches but 48 
branches have dissolved.  

Wine & Beer Appreciation:  (Article by Gay Bondi) 

Fellow SIRS, our next Wine 

and Beer appreciation outing 

will be sometime in February 

with the time, date and loca-

tion as yet to be determined. 

We are looking into visiting an-

other one of our fine Sonoma County wineries or 

perhaps a visit to one of our local craft breweries.  

Watch for more details in next newsletter or an 

email.  

Wishing a Happy, Healthy New Year to our 

fellow SIRS and their families.  

Gary Bondi  gbondi@sonic.net  or 539-2445  

The State SIRinc Newsletter  

The November edition is now available to on the 

website:  www.SIRINC.ORG, on the left side near 

the bottom click on the tab “SIR Happenings, next 

click on the “Happening Nov. 2018 tab. Open the 

PDF file to:  view, download and/or print. Enjoy, 

as it has several interesting articles with some tips 

to think about and some jokes to chuckle over.  

Inactive Members:  

Rules 90-94:  The “Inactive Member” status has been deleted as it has been established that they were never a 
“guest” and therefore NOT an  “insured” person covered by our General Liability insurance. A “guest” is a 
“potential member” and covered as “insureds” at authorized SIR activities.  

An “inactive member” may be a one-time guest at a regular monthly luncheon meeting or an in lieu function 
such as a special luncheon, dinner or picnic, but cannot be a guest in any other SIR activity. 

Removing the “inactive” status means that a man is now either a “Member,” or not, so we no longer need to 
define a member as an “Active Member.”  

(It sounds like our six “inactive members” are now “no longer” a member. We will have to see how our BEC handles this one in their January meeting!)  

mailto:gbondi@sonic.net
http://www.SIRINC.ORG

