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▪ Carlton Fisk game-winning 
home run, 12th inning, Game 6, 
1975 World Series



U.S hockey team upsets Soviet 
Union, 4-3, in Winter Olympics 
semifinal, 1980 at Lake Placid, 
NY



▪ Bill Buckner’s 10th-inning error in 
Game 6 of the 1986 World Series 
allows Mets to beat Red Sox





▪“Everybody line up 
alphabetically 
according to height.”

▪“President Johnson 
wanted to see poverty 
so he came to take a 
look at my team.”

▪“There comes a time 
in a man’s life and I’ve 
had plenty of them.”



▪“When you come to 
a fork in the road, take 
it.”

▪“Always go to other 
people’s funerals, 
otherwise they won’t 
come to yours.”



▪ “I walk into the clubhouse and 
it’s like walking into the Mayo 
Clinic. We have four doctors, three 
therapists and five trainers. Back 
when I broke in, we had one 
trainer who carried a bottle of 
rubbing alcohol and by the 
seventh inning he had drunk it 
all.”

▪ “If he raced his pregnant wife 
he’d finish third” about how slow 
Mike Scioscia was as a base 
runner.





▪ Salaries – The highest paid professional athlete in 1964 
when I first started as a sports writer was Willie Mays, who was 
paid $135,000 a year by the Giants. Now the highest paid 
athlete, according to Forbes business magazine, is Argentine 
soccer player Lionel Messi, who was paid $75 million last year. 
Now Messi led Argentina to the World Cup, so was he worth it? 
And what is the ceiling? Part ownership of the club?

▪ Technology -- One of the biggest influences on sporting 
experiences for both participants and spectators has been the 
evolution of the Single-Chip Microprocessor. In 1969 the Intel 
4004 was invented and was as powerful as any complete 
computer available at that time. From the I-phone that also 
serves as a handheld computer was developed, which allows 
comprehensive analysis, monitoring, management and 
improvement of our sporting performance, health and 
physical activity levels.

▪ Medicine – As an example as to how far sports medicine has 
gone thirty years ago most running injuries were treated with 
prolonged rest, often exceeding several months. In some 
cases, a cast or prolonged brace immobilization was also 
used.  Today these same injuries are treated with a mixture of 
everything  that was used in the past but with more attention to 
tissue regeneration—trying to get the tissue to return to 
normal, not just stop hurting.



Growth of women’s sports on the field 
and in the press box – Fifty years ago 
golf and tennis were about the only 
sports open to women professionally. 

Now, of course, there are many 
professional sports for women 
(basketball, soccer, ice hockey, softball, 
lacrosse, volleyball and beach 
volleyball to name a few). 

Last summer an independent 
professional men’s baseball team in 
New York had a woman on its roster as a 
relief pitcher/outfielder. 

There are women coaching in men’s 
professional leagues now and that was 
unthinkable 10 years ago. Sports writing 
also has attracted a number of women 
in all sports. 

Chelsea Janes of the Washington Post is 
one of the more insightful  writers in the 
country.

Becky Hammon





Future sports won’t be a battle 
of humans vs. robots. There will 
be natural athletes, and there 
will be enhanced athletes. 
They will play in separate 
leagues, the same way today 
we have amateur collegiate 
leagues and professional 
leagues. But there will be a 
Super Bowl. Who wouldn’t pay 
to see if natural-born humans 
can beat ones we “perfected” 
in the lab?



Stadiums built in the future will be more 
modular, less expensive to build, and 
more multipurpose. The entire footprint 
of the stadium area will almost certainly 
change with the adoption of self-driving 
and self-parking cars. Cars that can 
drop fans and then park at a distance 
will likely free up 20 to 30% of near-
venue area for other purposes. The 
smaller footprint of stadiums will allow 
them to be built closer to city centers 
and thereby to become more useful and 
more integrated in the life of a city. The 
entire sporting complex — not just the 
seats at the game — will become an 
attraction. Many more fans will come 
into the complex and while not 
everyone has a seat, all will have a 
front-row experience.



As more fans are priced 
out of attending live 
sporting events,  “Third 
venues” will emerge as 
the go-to spaces to 
experience the newest 
and most exhilarating 
sports entertainment 
technology. Augmented 
reality, interactive 
tabletop technology, 
holographic replays, and 
3-D displays will make 
their first public 
appearances in the 21st-
century’s family-friendly 
version of sports bars. 



▪The very word “broadcast” disappears from the popular 
lexicon. Fans will not only be accessing sports content from 
multiple places simultaneously, but they will also begin to 
integrate these streams into increasingly seamless, 
coherent, and personalized viewer experiences. These 
multi-layered viewing experiences may themselves be 
packaged and sold from fans to other fans. Depending on 
which friend’s house you visit to watch the game, your 
experience will be radically different.



▪ Intercontinental or global leagues fully develop. Even 
though any one team’s players might be from many 
countries, the games take on that nation-vs.-nation 
excitement we know from the Olympics and World Cup. 
Extensive alliances are created to minimize business risk 
and control player development and movement to the 
super teams. Eventually, these coalesce across sports; 
super clubs in major global cities have pro teams in each 
viable sport.



▪ Last year, Robert Morris 
University in Illinois offered 45 
athletic scholarships to League 
of Legends videogame 
players. Yes, athletic 
scholarships for joystick 
jockeys. It turns out that when 
gamers stop playing against 
the computer and instead play 
against other real people, 
video games take on the 
human drama of sports. E-
sports are here to stay. One 
challenge for the sports 
industry will be making sure 
kids keep playing real sports.



▪ Fantasy sports become so 
widespread and 
legitimized that private 
quantitative analysts are 
consulted or hired by 
franchises when making 
trades or drafts. The role of 
the sports scout is taken 
over by fan-generated 
video and data combined 
with advanced artificial 
intelligence. Emboldened 
by their new inclusive role, 
fans become more 
passionate about their 
teams. 
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