
     The  REDWOOD  BARK  Newsletter   For MAY, 2022   

All members are invited to attend our next SIR In-Person Luncheon/Meeting on 
Thursday, May 19, 2022 at The Epicenter,  

3215 Coffey Lane, Santa Rosa.  
If you told the Phone Committee “YES” you plan to attend but find later that you will be unable to attend, you 
need to contact Al Petrie at 707-974-9193 or email alpetrie7@aol.com  by 5:00 pm Saturday, May 
14 ,  to help keep our count more accurate.  Also of importance is, if you are bringing a guest or if you 
originally said “NO” but changed your mind and decided to go after all, in either case, then please contact Al 
Petrie per the above!  

May 19 Lunch/Meeting Schedule  

Social Hour: 11 am  Lunch/Meeting:  12 noon  

Program:  Tatiana Lopez, Director of the Victim Services 

Division, in the Sonoma County District Attorney’s office. 

Announcements:  All indoor activities are in the process 
of assessing the situations. The chairmen will be contact-
ing you.  

Little Sir Gary Bondi’s  
Message  

gbondi@sonic.net   707-539-2445   

BIG Sir Gordon Boultbee’s  
Message  

gboultbee@aol.com     707-584-8063  

May 19  Lunch Menu for $25.00  

House salad,  

Spaghetti and meat sauce, seasoned vegetables, 
and glazed carrots. 

Bread and butter, Chocolate pudding for dessert.  

Water, lemonade, coffee or tea is included.  
Other drinks available to purchase at the bar.  

    I read the other day, in the 
Press Democrat, that our local 
Rose Parade has been cancelled 
again. The parade brought back 

some of my memories of the good old days in 
Santa Rosa. It was canceled during the last cou-
ple of years because of the COVID-19 shut 
down, but had been losing its appeal even be-
fore. It was always a big event in the month of 
May and it drew thousands of spectators and 
participants from throughout the county and 
state. I know it seems like no big deal, so what if 
we don't have a parade? Well, it is just the fact 
one more long-time Santa Rosa tradition has 
gone away as have others throughout the coun-
try. Hopefully, it will be revisited in future 
years. I grew up in Santa Rosa and the parade 
was always a fun family outing. In my younger 
days, I marched in it with the Santa Rosa Boys 
Club drill team. We marched in parades all over 
Northern California and went on to be State 
Champions and later National Champions. In 
my adult years, the parade  (continued on page 2)  

At our April luncheon we in-
ducted four new members: Art 
Appling, David Austin, Stewart 
Lauterbach and Mike Requarth. 
Brief introductory articles about 
them are elsewhere in this edition of The BARK. 
We have another application being processed 
and I know of a couple of folks who have told me 
they will be interested in the near future. These 
are sure signs that our Branch 17 is healthy and 
getting stronger each month.  

Our traditional way of gaining new members 
has been through one-on-one relationships with 
existing members. This will always be an im-
portant method, but thanks to the work of our 
RAMP (Recruiting, Activities, Membership, Pub-
licity) Committee and its use of various social 
media tools, we are beginning to see applications 
for membership via our website and Branch 17 
telephone number. These applicants typically do 
not know any existing members so are assigned 
a sponsor by me. The sponsor’s first responsibil-
ity  (continued on page 2)  
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     A special Thank You to members Gordon Boultbee and others for help-

ing me by spotting all my errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling and any 

other boo-boos I have made before the final edition goes to press and you 

see it.                 Jim, the Editor  

BIG Sir  Gordon Boultbee’s  Message   (continued)  

is to invite the prospective member to a luncheon 

and introduce him to members of the Branch, 

particularly our officers and directors. Next the 

sponsor gives the prospective member an over-

view of the activities we offer and connects 

them with the activity chairs as needed. 

(Prospective members are welcome to partici-

pate in branch activities before they are induct-

ed.) The sponsor’s role does not end after the 

new member is inducted. He continues to make 

sure the new member feels welcomed at lunch-

eons and gets introduced to as many members 

as possible. Only when the new member feels 

ready to “leave the nest” and “fly on his own” 

does the sponsor’s role diminish.  

The sponsor is aided by our Member Rela-

tions Chair, George Traverso. George makes 

sure that the Branch is meeting the needs of our 

members new and old through one-on-one in-

teractions and by bringing issues and ideas to 

the BEC and activity chairs.  

So, what can you do as a member? Volunteer 

to be a sponsor. Invite prospective and new 

members to sit at your table at luncheons. Intro-

duce them to the other members at your table. 

Invite them to participate in the activities you 

enjoy. If we all get involved in some way, our 

Branch will continue to thrive!  
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Little Sir  Gary Bondi’s Message    (continued)  

was sponsored and organized by the local chap-

ter of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, the 

Jaycees, and I was the parade chairman for two 

years. I know, wherever you grew up, big city or 

small town, I bet there was a parade. If you want 

a slice of the good old days, Petaluma has kept 

up the tradition with their Butter & Egg Days 

and Veterans Day parades. We all have our 

memories of the good old days! Telephone op-

erators, phone numbers with maybe three dig-

its, that first black and white TV that was the 

size of a refrigerator, with a 10-inch screen. 

Your father worked; mom stayed home to take 

care of us. TV antennas! Could always tell who 

had the best TV by the size of one on the roof. 

Your first job, mine was for 50 cents an hour. 

The milk man, the ice man and so many other 

memories! I could go on and on but will stop 

here. For some reason, all this rambling on 

about the "Good Old Days" started with a sim-

ple article about a parade. I have no idea why, 

but, it felt good to remember where we were 

and to consider where we are! I hope I have giv-

en you pause to explore your memories of the 

“Good Old Days.” So, here's to those cherished 

memories we all have!  

Thank you, Gary Bondi.  

Return to Page 1 
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(Written by Art Appling)  

Recap of Meeting on April 21, 2022  
Our speaker for our April meeting was Steve 

Taddei. He spoke on the history of the Negro 
baseball leagues and the struggles, hurdles and 
courage of those players while playing and try-
ing to make it to the major leagues. He also 
spoke of the impact Jackie Robinson had on 
baseball and black players. If you missed the 
meeting, his program is available on our SIR 
Branch 17 website--click on the YouTube tab.  
    (Article by Gary Bondi)  

 New Member  Badge # 155  

Art Appling   

Hello new SIR friends. I'm Art Appling, even 
though my mother had the misfortune of put-
ting William in front 
of Arthur on my birth 
certificate. Of course I 
cannot avoid being 
called Bill at medical 
offices but I forgive 
them if they fix what is 
ailing me.  

I was born and 
raised in a small south-
ern Illinois town, Flora, 
(population 4,000) which is 100 miles east of St. 
Louis, MO. I moved to Pasadena, CA and lived 
with relatives immediately after graduation 
from high school. I attended Pasadena City Col-
lege and ultimately moved to Sacramento, CA 
and graduated from Sac. State.  

Six years after college I accepted the oppor-
tunity to become self-employed as an insurance 
agent. I owned and operated my agency in Roh-
nert Park for the past 46 years. I sold the busi-
ness in January and am now working on becom-
ing retired.  

I'm married to Joyce and we will celebrate 
our 50th in a couple of years. We have a daugh-
ter and two great grandkids who are both in 
college at this time.  

Some of my many interests in various activi-
ties are: golf, travel, wine and I am looking for-
ward to couples night out. 

I am also looking forward to meeting and 
talking with more of you members at the next 
luncheon meeting.   

    May 19, 2022   Our speaker will be Tatiana 

Lopez, Director of the Victim Services Division, 

in the Sonoma County District Attorney’s office. 

We all hope none of us, our family or friends will 

be a victim of crime! But, should that occur, 

there is help available , such as: 

1. Information on your rights as a crime victim. 

2. Guidance in dealing with the court system.  

3. Assistance in filling out applications for the 

California Victim Compensation Board (CalVCB) 

to reimburse you for out-of-pocket expenses 

related to your victimization.  

4. Ongoing support while you learn to cope. 
    (Article by Gary Bondi)   

    June 16, 2022:  Our a n n u a l  p i c n i c  at the 
Windsor picnic area. A great outing and social 
get together. See pages 9 & 10 for more infor-
mation.  

    July 21, 2022:  Be sure to come and listen to  
Dr. John Macaulay, who was an offensive line-
man for the SF 49ers. He was the center for Joe 
Montana and played in the 49ers’  first super 
bowl. He retired from the NFL, completed medi-
cal school and is currently a practicing physician 
in Marin County. He will speak on his experienc-
es in the NFL and the Super Bowl.  



Return to Page 1 

SIRinc has established a new website for at-

tracting new members to join SIR. This will be a 

good tool to use to show a prospective member!  

Try it:  www.WeAreSIR.com  

Phone Committee Volunteers Needed  

We need several volunteers to serve on 
our Phone Committee. Typically, the Phone Com-
mittee calls all our members to ask if they are com-
ing to the monthly luncheon, although occasionally 
they have other assignments. Before each luncheon, 
the Committee members are emailed an Excel 
spreadsheet, they contact the Branch 17 members 
they are assigned to (less than 10), fill in the respons-
es (YES/NO) on the spreadsheet and email it back to 
the Membership Chair.  

If you can help the branch function smoothly by 
serving on the Phone Committee, please contact Big 
Sir Gordon Boultbee, gboultbee@aol.com or call 707
-584-8063 and leave a message.  

Remember, volunteering is one of the main ten-
ets of being a Sir!  

New Member  Badge # 37  

Stew Lauterbach  

I was born in Chicago, Illinois and graduated 
from Evanston High School. I then left for Anti-
och College in Yellow Springs, Ohio. This was a 
five year liberal arts college with a CO-OP pro-
gram where we spent six months a year work-
ing on a job. My jobs included:  a school camp 
counselor in Santa Barbara; six months waiting 
tables on a freighter in the crew mess hall and 
finally leaving the ship in 
Pascagoula. I also worked 
at a construction site in 
the Australian outback, 
and for a company that 
designed the cooling 
system for space suits.  

Antioch had a college 
fire department. We had 
two fire trucks and a 
‘55 Cadillac ambulance. I 
soon learned that I really enjoyed EMS and 
graduated from the first paramedic class in Ohio. 
I graduated with a BS in engineering but soon 
decided I would rather be in the emergency 
services. Back to college to take the required 
pre-med classes, and then Medical School at 
the University of Cincinnati. 

After graduation I was at Highland Hospital 
in Oakland for a three-year emergency medi-
cine residency. This was a great experience. As 
a senior resident I started moonlighting and 
found myself at the General Hospital in Santa 
Rosa and became full time in 1987. I retired in 
2017. It was a fabulous career and if I were 25 I 
would do it again.  

Other major events in my life included:  buy-
ing and rebuilding three houses. spending five 
months sailing in southeast Alaska; flying, hav-
ing owned a plane for about 35 years and log-
ging just shy of 1,000 hours; traveling, having 
visited more than 30 countries.  

Current activates and hobbies include: 
working around our rebuilt house; bicycling, 
hiking, and making wine at our winery, Lauter-
bach Cellars. We are planning to sell the winery 
and start traveling again!  

   (Article by Stew Lauterbach) 
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New Member  Badge # 101  

David August  

I am proud to say that I ’m a Santa Rosa 
native who was born at the old General Hos-
pital. I’ve lived here all my life except when I 
went to college in Sacramento at Cal State in 
Sacramento. My major was 
mechanical engineering and 
m i n o r e d  i n  c o m p u t e r  
science. I’ve worked in man-
ufacturing environments at 
a number of local compa-
nies, but in October 2020 I 
retired after 22 years at 
Medtronic as a principal 
product engineer. I  have 
three grown kids (girl 30, boy 28, girl 26) and a 
grandson who is seven.  

I’d like to continue traveling around the Unit-
ed States with my long time girlfriend and play 
golf as much as I can. We enjoy hiking, wine 
tasting, good restaurants and seeing new places. 
Oregon and Arizona are two of my favorite 
states for just about everything especially golf.
   (Article by David August) 

http://www.WeAreSIR.com
mailto:gboultbee@aol.com


Are there any members interested in  

Bowling:  

Before the pandemic came and 
shut down most of our activities 
there were several members that 
enjoyed the occasional game or 
two. It has been a slow process get-
ting it back going again. If you have an interest in 
helping to get this activity going so you also 
could enjoy it then contact our Activities Chair, 
Fred Rose at  f r e d i c r o s e @ c o m c a s t . n e t  or call 

707-548-5797.   

In the past we played at Double Decker Lanes 
in Rohnert Park any Monday at 10:00 am. 

Remember, it’s not a weekly commitment, just 
come when you can. Whether you are a good 
bowler or a beginner, you are welcome!  

The SIR Branch 17 Website  
Do you know how to access the Branch 17 

website?  It’s easy! From any web browser, 

simply type:  SIR17.org then press the En-
ter or Return key.  Once you’re connected to 

the website, you’ll have access to:  

Information about the next meeting,  
 including the menu and speaker  
The BARK Newsletter  

The Photo Gallery  

Contact Information for Branch Officers 
 and Committee Chairmen  

Contacts for Activities  

The Branch 17 Roster  

Links to our Facebook Page and YouTube 
 channel, and more! 

If you have any questions about where to 
find things on the website, ask one of our 
webmasters at SIRBr17@gmail.com  …
they’ll be happy to assist you.  
  (Article by Neil Wheeler) 

Vaccination and Waiver Documents  
for our Partners  

As you know by now, the State SIR protocol for 
COVID-19 requires all attendees at our indoor 
activities to provide proof of vaccination and to sign 
our SIR Event Waiver and Release of Liability for 
Exposure to COVID-19. For outdoor activities the 
State SIR requires the signed waiver only, however 
we have elected to require proof of vaccination as 
well as the signed waiver for our June picnic. To 
avoid delays in checking in the day of any event, 
there are a number of ways you can provide me 
your partners’ documents well in advance.  

(1) If you have a printer/copier/scanner, scan 
your partner’s COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card 
(vax card) and signed waiver, and email the files to 
me: gboultbee@aol.com.  

(2) If you have a smart phone, take a photo of the 
vax card and signed waiver and either email them to 
me or text them to my iPhone: 707-217-5709.  

(3) Snail mail a copy of the vax card and the 
signed waiver to me: 4740 Pressley Rd., SR 95404.  

I prefer separate electronic files for the vax card 
and signed waiver but if you send them as a single 
file, I can deal with it. The waiver form can be found 
on our Branch website, www.sir17.org. Just scroll 
down the Home page and you will find the link. We 
will have some paper copies at our luncheons.  

This is a one-time requirement. Once your part-
ner’s documents are on file they may attend any SIR 
couples activity, such as CNO, wine tastings, etc.
  (Article by Big Sir Gordon Boultbee) 

Return to Page 1 

New Member  Badge # 109  

Mike Requarth  

I grew up in Dayton Ohio. In 1970, at the age 
of 20, I heard the call, "Go West, young man." It 
was pure luck, as I ended up in Santa Rosa, CA 
where I got a job at a resi-
dential treatment center, 
working with emotionally 
disturbed children who 
were wards of the court. I 
became the head counselor 
and hired my future wife, 
Margo, in 1971. We have 
been married 51 years and 
have two sons, Adam and 
Brian, two daughters-in-law, and two grandchil-
dren, Nico 9 and Emma, 7. I went from residen-
tial treatment counselor to buying an asphalt 
maintenance company, which I owned for 30 
years, selling in 2004. Margo and I have always 
had a love of travel, focused on active adven-
ture trips all over the world. The best trips are 
when we can get the extended family out 
exploring the world together.  

  (Article by Mike Requarth) 

mailto:fredicrose@comcast.net
mailto:SIRBr17@gmail.com
mailto:gboultbee@aol.com
http://www.sir17.org
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Volunteers Needed  
We need a member or members who regularly 

attend our luncheon meetings to volunteer to be 

our interim official photographer to take digital 

photos of noteworthy happenings, such as our 

guest speaker presentation, induction of new 

members, presentations of certificates of appre-

ciation and so forth, while BARK editor Jim Fen-

stermaker continues to recuperate from his sur-

gery. The volunteer would then email the photos 

to Jim for inclusion in the BARK newsletter and 

post to our website. If you are interested to vol-

unteer please contact Big Sir Gordon Boultbee.  

Doing Your Part  
In the January issue of the Bark, we explained three 
things:  

  1.  We each need to do our part to ensure that 

SIR survives and remains healthy.  

  2.  We need to continue inviting guests to our 

meetings, but that is not enough.  

  3.  SIR is largely unknown to the general public, 

so we need to get the word out about SIR to 

attract men ages 50 and up.  

In recent months our Big Sir, Gordon Boultbee, has 
described the SIR State initiated program to 
recognize individual members who have “done their 
part.”  At the upcoming May Luncheon, we plan to 
show a short video about this.  In the video 2020 
President Ed Benson and 2020 Secretary Stu 
Williams discuss the need for attracting new 
members, preferably younger than most current 
members, and how SIR Branches might implement 
the "Doing My Part" program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We realize that the SIR State “Doing My Part” 

program alone will not be sufficient to regrow our 
branch to previous, sustainable levels. Therefore, 

the Recruiting and Publicity committees will continue 
to augment the program by:  

Listing our meetings online at news media, 

broadcast radio sites, and social media;  

Posting information about SIR on social 
media, including Facebook and Nextdoor;  

Working on public service announcements, 

articles, and press releases to promote SIR;  

Working to promote a Sonoma County SIR 

Facebook page; and  

Working jointly with other branches to 
exchange ideas and promote SIR.  

Doing Your Part   (continued)  

What can you do?  You can do your part by:  

Inviting guests to our luncheons using the 

new invitation cards;  

Helping distribute our updated brochures; 

and  

Promoting SIR’s public image by following 

our public Facebook Page  

(https://www.facebook.com/SIRBranch17/) 
and invite others to follow us (there is a link 

to our Facebook Page on our website, 
SIR17.org); and  

Like our Facebook posts and click on any 
links provided in the posts…this helps 

generate public awareness of SIR.  

(Article by Neil Wheeler) 

Facebook  

Y o u  c a n  n o w  s e e  l u n c h e o n  a n d  e v e n t  
announcements, as well as pictures from these 
events on our Facebook Page.  We also include 
posts from other branches so you can see what 
they are up to.  

Check it out at:  
https://www.facebook.com/SIRBranch17   

 

Return to Page 1 
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Member Profiles:             (continued)  

Abuse Epidemiology Program. He established a 
reputation as an expert in motivational treatment 
programs, and received some awards and media 
recognition.  

Denny got married while attending the Univer-
sity of Michigan and went for a honeymoon in Cali-
fornia. They loved it out here and, though just a 
few credits short of a master’s degree, they left 
Michigan and moved to San Francisco. Denny 
found jobs directing alcohol treatment programs 
while his wife took a position as head dietician at 
city hospitals. When they had a baby, the lure of 
big-city life dimmed, and they headed north to 
Santa Rosa where Denny started the Memorial 
Hospital drug and alcohol treatment program. He 
taught at Santa Rosa Junior College for 17 years 
and headed several American Red Cross and com-
munity drug abuse support programs.   

Denny says drinking habits have changed over 
time as younger adults drink less than our genera-
tion, along with a growing awareness of (insurance
-paid) treatment programs to get people dried out 
and into Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). The likeli-
hood of becoming an alcoholic has both genetic 
and social factors. “Who you hang with makes a 
big difference! You don’t spin a cap off a bottle of 
Jim Beam and become an alcoholic. Hanging out 
with somebody who tolerates excessive drinking, 
encourages it, and drinks with you makes it easier 
to become depressed and abuse alcohol.” There is 
no cure and few medical interventions for alcohol-
ism other than to stop drinking. Denny admits AA 
has some limitations but is a good program to help 
those wanting to change their behavior.   

Denny was introduced to SIR17 by Gordon 
Boultbee and Bill Traverso and joined in Novem-
ber 2019. He is an avid hockey fan and is interest-
ed in setting up group travel to hockey games. He 
says even golfers could be interested in hockey 
because of the similarity in the swings. He loves to 
talk, listen, and play crossword puzzles. Denny 
looks for tables at lunch with an empty chair and, 
as the “odd man in,” joins in the conversations. He 
encourages others to share their “rants” about 
things that are bothering them. If you want to get 
him started, just ask him about his feelings about 
new homes being built without a porch or front 
sidewalk that would encourage more conversa-
tions with neighbors! You’ll quickly learn how 
much Denny values social interactions!  

  (Article by Dennis Mangan)   

SIR Branch 17, Member Profiles:  
Denny Hutton, Badge # 172  

Walter Dennis Hutton hails from Jackson, 
Michigan, birthplace of the Republican Party. His 
dad was a Walter too, so he was called Denny to 
make it easier for his mom to distinguish who she 
was yelling at. Jackson was a small town where 
everyone knew everyone. His dad was an easy-
going guy who worked building heavy equipment, 
and his mom worked as a drugstore clerk and was 
the family disciplinarian.  

Denny had some hurdles to 
get over as a boy. He flunked 
out of high school and ran off 
to Chicago during a period of 
adolescent self-discovery. 
Sleeping under trees and in the 
back seat of a friend’s car 
changed his attitude and he 
returned home to finish school 
with his classmates.   

In 1965, he received his draft papers but he 
joined the Navy the day before being drafted and 
began a four-year tour as a hospital corpsman. He 
spent 13 months in combat outside Da Nang, 
Vietnam, leaving just before the start of the Tet 
Offensive. Upon returning home to the USA, Den-
ny was assigned to an independent duty position 
in the Marines and stationed in Cleveland before 
being discharged as the Vietnam war ended. 
Denny moved back home and “snuck in to” Jack-
son College, a feeder for students headed to larger 
universities, and graduated in two years with hon-
ors. He stayed busy with positions in a hospital 
emergency room, driving an ambulance, a funeral 
home, and the factory where his dad worked. With 
his experience in medical and health care for 
marines and kids in Vietnam, Denny was offered a 
position at the Michigan State University School 
of Human Medicine. This gave him the opportunity 
to do research on health care facilities throughout 
the state and inspired him to enter graduate 
school at the University of Michigan School of 
Public Health to study a growing social problem: 
alcohol and drug abuse.  

Denny began working in drug and alcohol 
treatment programs. He designed programs for 
drunk drivers, prisoners, couples counseling, half-
way houses, and became involved in the Michigan 
Alcohol/Substance  

Return to Page 1 
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Bridge:     (Article by James Park)  

   Bridge has always been an im-
portant activity with many of our 
members not only within our own 
branch but with participation of 
members from other branches in our 
area. Bridge activities are still going 

to hold off until we can find a new location and 
look for new players if necessary.  

If you have any questions contact James 
Park at  j c p a r k 3 8 @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t   

or call  him at 707-578-4255  

Most indoors activities are now at the discretion 
of the activities chairs, and subject to all safety and 
health codes.  

To attend any in-person event you must have 
had your vaccinations, a copy of your card along 
with a signed waiver filed with Big Sir Gordon Boult-
bee.  

Activities:  
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Boys’ Night Out:  (Article by Don Malvestiti)   

    The April BNO at the The Bird, was 
one of our better dinners with 20 
members—one of our largest group 
yet—that enjoyed the evening! What 
everyone said about the dinner, was 
that it was nice to be able to socialize 
after two years of not seeing our old 
friends.  

Save Wednesday, May11th to join us at Mikes at 
the Crossroads, 7667 Old Rwd. Hwy., Cotati. So, if 
you like hamburgers and chicken sandwiches and all 
the goodies that go along, then plan on joining our 
group. Mike’s do not have a big area for seating, so 
there will be a limited number of guests in our party. 
Mike’s close at 7:00 pm, so plan on joining us at 5:30 
pm  for social time, drinks, and dinner.  

Any questions , contact Don Malvestiti at  

malvestitidon485@gmail.com  or call him at  

      707-539-0677, leave a message if no answer.  

Bocce:   (Article by Chuck Stark)   
   Twenty-one members returned the 
bocce interest survey in February. 
Thirteen stated that they were inter-
ested in participating. The majority 
preferred to play Tuesdays or Thurs-
days, and most were willing to travel 
and liked an optional lunch before or 

after the games. The March 24th outing was cancelled 
because there was only one RSVP. So far, only 
Chuck Stark and Mark Burchill agreed to be co-
managers for our Bocce activities. As it turns out, 
we both will be traveling extensively in May and 
June, so unless we can recruit another co-manager, 
our branch bocce activities will be postponed until 
July or August. There is a possibility we could plan 
an outing for late June. Additional copies of the in-
terest survey will be available from Big Sir Gordon 
Boultbee at our May 19th meeting. Please return 
them to Chuck Stark at cstark@sonic.net   

Coffee Club: 

    After rain spoiled plans for our April 
14th meeting, we finally restarted 
the club on April 28th. It was a beau-
tiful spring morning at Howarth Park. 
Although only six members attended, 
we set up an information table near 

the trail head and chatted with passersby; enjoyed 
ourselves; and took in the views. We missed you!  

Coffee Club will continue in May on the 2nd and 
4th Thursdays from 9:30 am  to 11:00 am at the 
Cypress Point picnic area (near the boat docks and 
trail to Spring Lake) in Howarth Park. Come enjoy a 
cup of coffee, some pastries, and conversation 
with your fellow SIR members, enjoy the views, 
and maybe even take a walk up the trail towards 
Spring Lake before or after having coffee. We ask 
for only a $1.00 donation to offset the cost of the 
coffee and treats.  

If you have questions email Rich de Lambert at 
richdelambert@gmail.com  or call him at (707) 
545-3490.     (Article by  Rich de Lambert & Neil Wheeler)  

mailto:jcpark38@sbcglobal.net
mailto:malvestitidon485@gmail.com.
mailto:cstark@sonic.net
mailto:richdelambert@gmail.com


GLOBAL FORUM:  (Article  by Marvin Mai)   

    During our last few meetings we 
tried to make sense of the happen-
ings in Ukraine and we all did not 
have any easy solu-
tions to the prob-
lem. As the world 

scene continues to change and 
evolve we all hope that calm and 
intelligent leaders will emerge 
to keep the peace. The attendees all thought 
that we need to keep discussing and staying in-
formed.  

The in-person meeting will be on Friday, May 13th 
at 10 am at the home of Marvin and Pat Mai, 4743 
Woodview Dr., Santa Rosa. (South on Summerfield to 
the end and left on Woodview. House is on the left, park-
ing is only permitted in the parking bay and driveway.)  

The Zoom meeting is on Friday, May 27th  at 10 
am. If you are not currently receiving the email no-
tices and wish to be included, please contact Marvin  

maimarvin57@gmail.com  707-545-2224.  

GOLF:  
Three of those five were interviewed by the re-
view committee. On June 7 the Santa Rosa City 
Council will vote to approve the finalist.  

At the state level, areas have until June 30 to 
schedule team scramble events. I’ve volunteered 
to become the Area Golf Chairman, responsible 
for getting the word out, arranging for a venue 
and help in staging the event. I’ve been in contact 
with a counterpart in Walnut Creek who has re-
served time at Blue Rock Springs in Vallejo on May 
26. Not much lead to field teams from our two 
clubs or the other two within our area. As soon as 
possible, I’ll get a notice out about whether that’s 
a possibility or whether we shoot for something in 
June, possibly closer to home.  

Some information about the individual state 
qualifier is now certain. It’s to be staged at the 
West Course at the Blue Rock Springs club, on 
Thursday, July 7. More information should soon 
be available for those who want to compete in the 
state event.  

Play well and have fun!  

Jim Gurke   707-303-0989    1jgurke@gmail.com   

GOLF:  
Little new news to report on golf 

for this month. Your golf committee 
would love to see more of you come 

out and play each Monday with tee times begin-
ning at 8:30. Our club now stands at 40+ members 
with a usual turnout of about 20 to 24 guys.  

Still no word on who will operate the 
Bennett Valley Golf Course starting July 1, 2022. 
What we do know is that among the numerous 

applicants, there were five narrowed down to 
the semi final round.  
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Couples’ Night Out:     (Article by Fred Rose)   
     Where are we headed to for May 
26th ? This is what I am trying to get set-
tled and it is getting much more difficult 
to do. As soon as I secure a place I will 
email all those interested of the results.  

Thanks for your patience! 

     Remember that all  participants must 
have their vaccination and waiver forms completed and on 
file with Big Sir Gordon to be allowed to attend. Contact 
me,  Fred Rose, to reserve your seat!  

fredicrose@comcast.net or call 707-548-5797   

As the Member Relations Chairman and a 
member of the Nominating Committee, I am on 
a "quest" to fill the “open spot” at the Branch 17 
Little Sir position for 2023. When I was taking 
typing lessons back a few years ago, one of the 
typing passages that I attempted to type with 
speed and accuracy was "Now is the time for all 
good men to come to the aid of their country." 
This memory of so long ago is appropriate for 
my appeal to fill a very important position on 
our Board. We are fortunate to have a talented 
group in our SIR Branch 17. My concern to "find 
a good man" highlights my respect for this posi-
tion. In addition to writing monthly BARK mes-
sages, the primary responsibility of the Little 
Sir is the selection of speakers for the monthly 
luncheons. As Little Sir, I was fortunate to have 
the support of so many colleagues during my 
tenure. This is the strength of SIR....we help each 
other! Like the Marines say, "We are looking for 
a few good men" and SIR Branch 17 is looking 
for one outstanding person for the Little Sir po-
sition to complete our BEC new Officers for 
2023.     (Article by George Traverso) 

(continued above at top)  

(continued   
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The SIR Branches 17/176 Picnic is Back  
Thursday, June 16th, 2022  

Outdoor Event Area at Windsor Golf Course  

1302 19th Hole Drive, Windsor, CA  

Catered By Charlie's at Windsor Golf Course  

11:00 am Social Hour       12:00 Noon Lunch Served.  
 

BBQ Chicken, Veggie Pasta, Chili Beans, Corn on the Cob,  

Salad, Bread, Butter & Dessert,  

Wine, Beer, Soft Drinks,  

Raffle, Bingo, and Music.  

All for Only $40.00 per person!  
Tickets On Sale at the May19th Meeting,  

or  
Purchase tickets by mail to:  

Al Petrie, 2188 Francisco Ave., Santa Rosa, Ca.  95403-8173  

707-974-9193    /    alpetrie7@aol.com  

Purchase by mail deadline is June 1st.  

Be sure to include mailing address and name(s) for name tags.  

NO tickets will be sold the day of the Event.  
All members and guests will be required to be fully vaccinated  

and have a signed SIR Event Waiver and Release  form on file.  

Contact Ted Scapeccia Brn 17 Picnic Chair with any questions:  

707-529-0063       tescape4@gmail.com  

(See pictures from the June 20, 2019 Picnic on next page) 
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Pictures from June 20, 2019 Picnic. 

What a beautiful setting for a picnic!  Jamie Gallagher, Fred Rose,  Don Salazar,  Peggy Salazar  

Fred Rose, Gary Bondi, Glenn Seime, Rich Osborne, Claude Schwarz, Don Salazar  

     Chris Nolen  Lots of raffle prizes to choice from  
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Sunshine Report:  

We need your help to tell us before 
the monthly meeting if any of our mem-
bers are sick or if some member has died.  

All you need to do is call Kurt Wehrmeister,  
at 630-461-2715 or send him an email to:  
kurtwehrmeister@gmail.com.  

We are sad to inform you that our member 

Dan Schell   
passed away in April 22, 2022.  

We send our condolences to his family. 

Lexophiles  

When fish are in schools, they sometimes 
take debate. 

A thief who stole a calendar got 12 months. 

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles U.C.L.A. 

The batteries were given out free of 
charge. 

A dentist and a manicurist married. They 
fought tooth and nail. 

Joke of the 
Month   
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At our April 2022 meeting   

Robert Reuther was the free lunch winner!  

List of the May Birthdays  
Davis Bullwinkle  John Hafner  

Stewart Lauterbach Peter Lee  

Bud Morgan  Mike O’Neill  

Claude Schwarz Lance Thompson  

Roy Thuestad  

POKER IS BACK!    (Article  by Mike  O’Neill)  
    Beginning in May, we are going to 
start up our Poker games, again!  

    Mike O'Neill  has agreed to "lead," 
while Steve Edelstein will "assist" and 
Glenn Seime will be our contact with 
the Epicenter.  

Our first game will be on Thursday, May 12th 
in the Trophy Room, which is a small room off the 
bar at the Epicenter. We'll meet from 12 noon 
until 3:30 pm. Get there a few minutes early so 
we can sort things out. We will take a break for 
lunch at about 1:00 pm.  

Here are a few of the rules we need to follow: 

* To participate, you must buy lunch, off the menu.  

* The game will require five players minimum, 
and seven maximum. 

* $15.00 buy-in.  

* Dealer’s choice on what game is to be played.  

* You need to sign up with Mike in advance of the 
 play day to play.  

* Right now, only one game a month, on the sec-
 ond Thursday of each month.  

* SIR pandemic rules must be followed, i.e. :Shots, 
 vaccination and signed waivers. We will 
 have hand sanitizer available for anyone 
 that wants to use some.  

So, if you want to be on the Poker email list, 
send an email to Mikeo46@sbcglobal.net  Please 
NO phone calls. Indicate if you are interested in 
playing in May, or just want to be included for 
any future games.  

For May, if more than seven want to play, then 
Mike will decide. In the future, we will rotate 
players so everybody will get a chance. If you 
have questions, include them with your email.  

This is another step towards getting back to 
normal. HOORAH!    

Sir Dan Schell, badge #180, was inducted into SIR 
Branch 17 on 12/19/2019 and sponsored by Sir Rich 
de Lambert. Dan was in our elder members group and 
was second to the oldest of only four of those mem-
bers, being 92 years young.  

Unfortunately, many of our members did not real-
ly get to know Dan, as the pandemic started shutting 
down our in-person meetings in early 2020 and it 
continued on into 2021. It was in that time span Dan 
got very sick, was hospitalized, and therefore was 
never able to join us at another meeting. Those mem-
bers that got to talk with Dan have always asked 
about him and how he was doing, so he will really be 
missed.   No services are scheduled as yet. 

Beer, Wine & Sprits:   
We are looking to start again in June. We are 

currently checking out wineries and food venues 
that can accommodate our group and that will 
charge reasonable tasting fees. We like to follow 
up the tastings with a lunch at a location near the 
winery location.   (Article by Gary Bondi)  

mailto:kurtwehrmeister@gmail.com
mailto:Mikeo46@sbcglobal.net


Never forget your friends!  
A newlywed young man was sitting on the porch on a humid day, sipping ice tea with his Father. 

As he talked about adult life, marriage, responsibilities, and obligations, the Father thoughtfully 
stirred the ice cubes in his glass and cast a clear, sober look on his Son.  

"Never  forget your friends," he advised, "they will become more important as you get older." 

"Regardless of how much you love your family and the children you happen to have, you will always 
need friends. 

Remember to go out with them occasionally (if possible), but keep in contact with them some how. 

"What strange advice!" thought the young man.  

"I just entered the married world, I am an adult and surely my wife and the family that we will start 
will be everything I need to make sense of my life." 

Yet, he obeyed his Father; kept in touch with his friends and annually increased their number.  

Over the years, he became aware that his Father knew what he was talking about. 

In as much  as time and nature carry out their designs and mysteries on a person, friends are the bul-
warks of our life. 

After 70 years of life, here is what he, I and you will have learned: 

Time passes. Life goes on. Children grow up.  

Children cease to be children and become independent.  

And to the parents, it breaks their heart but the children are separated of the parents because they 
begin their own families. 

Jobs / careers come and go. 

Illusions, desires, attraction, sex....weakens. 

People can't do what they did physically when they were young. 

Parents die but you move on. 

Colleagues forget the favors you did.  

The race to achieve slows.  

But, true friends are always there, no matter how long or how many miles away they are. 

A friend is never more distant than the reach of a need, intervening in your favor, waiting for you 
with open arms or in some way blessing your life. 

When we started this adventure called LIFE, we did not know of the incredible joys or sorrows that 
were ahead.  

We did not know how much we would need from each 
other.  

Love your parents, take care of your children, but keep a 
group of good friends.  

Stay in touch  with them but do not impose your criteria.  

Is this not all what SIR is all about?  

Enjoy your new friendships and cherish your old ones!  
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NON-RESPONSIBILITY  DECLARATION  
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure 

of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any 
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.  

   The May 2022 edition of   is now  
  available to view online.  
This is an informative newsletter produced by SIRinc with articles re-published from many of the SIR 

Branches throughout the area. There are many very interesting articles to browse. Look especially at page 

12, 13, and14 which are reprints of some articles from our Branch 17. On pages 58 to 68, there are all 

kinds of consumer tips on various subjects that I am sure you will learn something. Most are reprints from 

various sources.  

To view this free newsletter go to www.sir17.org under the Home tab, click on the “BARK News” tab, 

now scroll down to near the bottom of the page. Click on the SIR Happenings State SIR Newsletter, the 

underlined area. This should now open to the SIRinc website where you can choose the most current edi-

tion. Click on your choice and your PDF program should open the file for you to look at. You might be 

asked to open or save this PDF file. It is best to select “Open." You can always save if you want, for later 

reading.       Read and enjoy!  

Poem for May  Calendar of SIR Events for May, 2022  

Any Monday    Golf at BVGC  

May     8  Mother’s Day 

May  11  Boys’ Night Out, Mike’s at Crossroads, 
 5:30 pm  for social and dinner 

May  12  Coffee Club, Cypress Point area in 
 Howarth Park, 10:00 am  

May  13  Global Forum in-person meeting, 10:00 
 am  at the home of Marvin Mai 

May  19  SIR BEC meeting, Epicenter, 9:45 am  

May  19  SIR Mtg/Lunch, Epicenter, 11:00 am  

May  23  Last day to reserve for CNO  

May  26  Coffee Club, Cypress Point area in 
 Howarth Park, 10:00 am  

May  26  Couples’ Night Out, Somewhere ??, 5:30 pm  

May  27  Global Forum Zoom meeting, 10:00 am  

May  30  Memorial Day 

Not all thieves are stupid!  
A lady went shopping at a local mall and left her purse in the children’s seat of the cart while she 

reached something off a shelf...wait until you read the WHOLE story!  

Her purse was stolen, and she reported it to the store personnel. After returning home, she received 
a phone call from the Mall Security to say that they had found her purse and although there was no 
money in it, the purse did still hold her personal papers. She immediately went back to the Mall to pick 
up her purse, only to be told by Mall Security that they had NOT called her. By the time she returned 
home again, her house had been broken into and burglarized. The thieves knew that by calling and say-
ing they were Mall Security, they could lure her out of her house long enough for them to burglarize it! 

http://www.sirinc.org

