New Website: www.sir17.org

The REDWOOD BARK Newsletter

For June 20, 2019 Picnic

NEW PICNIC LOCATION: Charlie’s at Windsor Golf Course
If you have NOT purchased your tickets yet, then contact Al Petrie, see picnic information
on page 9. If you are not going there is no need to call anyone…..

Picnic Schedule
NO Board Meeting:
Social Hour: 11:00 am
Lunch: 12:00 noon
NO Speaker: Adjourn by: 1:30 pm
NO badges to deal with!

Lunch Menu
See picnic information on page 9 for details.

Little Sir George Traverso’s
Message
geosan@sbcglobal.net 528-6987

Big Sir

Dennis Mangan

Message
dfmangan@gmail.com

301-717-6234

Saying goodbye to a household
pet is not easy. Jake, our adopted
poodle mix, was about 14 years old
when he died unexpectedly in midMay. We were absolutely devastated
with grief. Jake had been a faithful and loving companion
for 10 years and had traveled by car with us crosscountry over a dozen times. We walked three times a
day, and on special occasions went over to the beaches
and ran around in the sand. Playing with my furry friend
helped keep me in shape…well, sort of.
After he died, I pondered on the things I’ve experienced by having a dog. I enjoyed the warmth of his little
body when he snuggled and always appreciated his buttwagging joy to see me when I returned home. He was a
good listener when I practiced my speeches, but must
admit he was terrible at keeping the conversation going.
I realized dogs are food processors: we supply them
food, they eat it, they deliver it in a modified form from
the other end and we pick it up in plastic bags. I’m not a
hunter but some dogs love going out in the field and
scaring (or retrieving) wildlife. Jake would chase a toy
duck and then shred it until he found the squeaker inside.
Jake would also bark like crazy when someone rang the
doorbell. This has stopped more than one missionary
from preaching at my front door.
(continued on page 2)

This is the month in our yearly
journey that we arrive at a halfway point in the year. Now we
can ask ourselves the question:
Looking back in January, what
did we promise as our new year’s
resolutions? At this moment in June did we keep
those “promises”? I know we have good intentions
and normally keep our promises in our daily lives.
However, it may seem idealistic to make one or two
resolutions after the normally hectic and sometimes
heavy festive days of celebrating with eating and
drinking. All too often, what we intend and what we
actually DO are opposites in our daily routine. At
this point in my life venture, I am truly trying to
keep my promises.
Considering our resolutions that we possibly
made (or not) in January, let us focus on this glorious month of June. One must realize that this month
is one of opposites. We live in the northern hemisphere in which June 21 is the longest day of the
year and the beginning of Summer. Our friends in
Australia, for example, experience June 21 as the
shortest day of the year and the start of Winter. As a
resident of the northern hemisphere, I find the concept of a “cold and overcast” holiday time more
comfortable to me than our friends in the South who
experience the similar festivities with a cold drink in
one hand and a hot dog in the other at the barbeque.
Now, let’s discuss a few subjects that I consider
a fundamental part of this special month. Certainly,
Father’s Day comes to mind. Celebrating Dad’s Day
coming on the third
(continued on page 3)

2

SIR Luther Burbank Branch 17 is in Area 10 of Region 3.
The following is a list of your 2019 Officers and Directors.
OFFICERS:

EMAIL:

PHONE:

Big Sir: Dennis Mangan . . . . . . . . . . .
Little Sir: George Traverso . . . . . . . .
Secretary: Jim Gurke . . . . . . . . . . . .
Asset. Sectr’y: Kurt Wehrmeister . .
Treasurer: Glenn Seime . . . . . . . . . .
Asset. Treasurer: Al Petrie . . . . . . . .
Newsletter Editor: Jim Fenstermaker .

dfmangan@gmail.com . . . . .
geosan@sbcglobal.net . . . . .
1jgurke@gmail.com . . . . . . .
kurtwehrmeister@gmail.com
gseime@sbcglobal.net . . . . .
alpetrie7@aol.com . . . . . . . .
sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . . . .

301-717-6234
707-528-6987
707-843-3464
630-461-2715
707-537-5360
707-545-7208
707-548-3346

Attendance: NEW CONTACT for July
Jim Gurke. . . 1jgurke@gmail.com . . . 707-303-0989

Big Sir Message

(continued from page 1)

This month we are having our annual picnic at
Charlie’s. Although dogs are not invited sometimes they
show up anyway. Dogs love picnics – I had a dog who
broke free and jumped on someone else’s picnic table
and began to devour hamburgers like they were kibble
bits. He received no credit for cuteness or social skills
that day.
While I am unable to control my anger when I see a
dog being abused, I am in awe of those assistant canines
I see in the airport who travel with their owners. (I’m at
an age where I have respect for any living creature that
can hold their bladder for more than two hours.) These
are magnificent dogs that are specially trained to provide
needed guidance to those who are visually impaired.
I like to train dogs. I teach them the basics (sit, stay,
come) as well as some stupid tricks like bang you’re
dead (and he falls over), pray (with head down between
paws), and weave (runs between legs in figure 8). This is
good exercise, and good entertainment for everyone.
Jake had an incredible sense of smell, so I would hide
little chunks of cheese all over the house and then tell
him to “go find ‘em,” which he did in less than two
minutes! A fun way to end the day before bed.
SIR Branch 17 men are connected to the rest of the
world in so many ways: family, church, former employment, military, school and furry friends. We bring vitality
and diversity to our meetings based on these internal and
external influences. Friendship and warmth are found in
many places and is proudly on display in SIR17. Thanks
to everyone who helped me and others in our club
through our periods of grief. Dennis

We are sad to inform you that our member

Jerry Sanchietti
passed away on May 28, 2019.
We send our condolences to his family.
Return to Page 1

AREA 10 GOVERNOR
Robert Reuther

DIRECTORS:
Gary Bondi
Mark Burchill
Rich de Lambert
Ken Johnson
Chris Nolan
Paul Willihnganz
WEBMASTERS:
Dennis Mangan
Mark Burchill
Jim Fenstermaker

REGION 3 DIRECTOR
Dennis Pangburn

MAY Member Attendance
Temporary Acting Chairman
sirsrbrn17@gmail.com . . 54 8-3346
The May 16th lunch the attendance was much lower
than last month, with only 48 members and one guest,
Kevin Mc Grath, sponsored by #61 Pete Mc Grath.

Membership Relations in MAY
Member, #159 Sean Mc Alvain, who joined our
group back in July 2014 has resigned due to moving
back to Idaho. Member, #180 Larry Helmke, has
resigned due to being too busy to attend most of our
activities. Our newest member inducted in May was #32
Rich Osborne, sponsored by #90 Fred Rose.
We now have a total of 82 members.
The will not be a meeting in June, due to the picnic,
nor are there any new inductions scheduled for July.

New Member
#32 Rich Osborne
Rich lived in Dublin, CA for many
years and retired from a career in the
IT industry in 2002. He then took up
teaching technology in a middle
school. He finally retired in 2009.and became very active
with the Pleasanton SIR Branch. When his wife became
ill with Alzheimer’s, they moved to Parker, Colorado to
settle near her daughter. Subsequently she was moved
into a care facility and Rich moved to Mesa, Arizona to
warm up from the snowy Colorado climate. After Rich
suffered a stroke he decided not to live alone and
relocated to Santa Rosa where his son and daughter live.
One of the benefits of living here is he gets to enjoy
spending time with his two grandchildren, ages 12 & 19.
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Little Sir Message

(continued from page 1)

Sunday of June is one of my special days. Graduations are also observed during the month. My granddaughter Talia’s kindergarten promotion to my
nephew Evan’s university commencement are
special times that are traditionally associated with
June. The sport of baseball is a June activity that
harkens back to my youth. Now, I don’t play baseball as I did many years ago but I do enjoy watching
the younger guys play the sport either in youth
school games or in the major leagues. Tying all of
these great June activities together is in the manner
in which we celebrate them. I believe that celebrating dads, grads and baseball all comes together in
this beautiful month of June whether we enjoy
having a tailgate party, a comfortable dinner occasion or a smoky barbeque on a hot afternoon. Afterall, this is what this wonderful month is all about!
I have to go now, my grandson, Hugo, is ready
for baseball practice!

Acti vi ties:
Bocce:

(Article by Mark Burchill)

The SIR Bocce group spent
a pleasant spring afternoon at
Mark Burchill's backyard court,
playing three games. Wine, beer,
snacks were plentiful and a good
time was had by all. The SIR
Bocce group will take a hiatus in June, to avoid
conflict with the visit to Russian River Brewery.
We will gather again on Tuesday, July 23rd.
Anyone interested in joining the Bocce group for
a fun, relaxing Bocce afternoon, please contact
Mark Burchill, at: SIRMarkB@sonic.net

Bowling:

(Article by Mike Heinzelman)

If you have an interest in
joining the SIR bowling
league, or just want to see
how Mike is progressing, come-on-down to
Double Decker Lanes in
Rohnert Park any Monday
at 10:00 am. Ask for the SIR bowling group.
(Remember, it’s not a weekly commitment--just
come when you can.) Whether you are a good bowler or a beginner, you are welcome.
For more information call Mike Heinzelman at
579-6615 or email to: mdheinz2@gmail.com.
Return to Page 1

Boys’ Night Out:
The destination for May 8th was The Villa where
twelve hungry and happy Sir members enjoyed a
very good Italian dinner along with lots of interesting conversations.

For the Wednesday, June 12th dinner we will be
trying an old spot with a new name, the Paradise
Sushi & Hibachi , 4100 Montgomery Drive.
SW Corner of Montgomery Dr. & Summerfield Rd.
in the back of the building.
They even have an “all you can eat” sushi bar
available. If you really like sushi then come try it
out! Come around 5:30pm for cocktails and order
dinner by 6:00pm.
For more information check out their website at
www.paradisesushi.net or call 539-9188.

Reservations are a must!
Contact Don at malvestitidon485@gmail.com
or call him at 539-0677, by Sunday, June 9th.
Leave a message if he does not answer.

Bridge:
Bridge is an important activity
with many of our members not
only within our own branch but
with participation of members
from other branches in our area.
Al Black, the Chairman for many years has decided
to move down to the Santa Barbara area. So Bridge
activities will now be coordinated by new chairman
Pete Mc Grath, email at: pmcgrath@sonic.net.
or call: 579-8133.
Bridge days scheduled this month for play at
Legends Restaurant in Bennett Valley starting
at 10:00 am on Tuesday, June 11th and 25th.
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Couples’ Night Out:

(Article by Fred Rose)

rd

The May 23 CNO at Catelli’s in Geyserville
was another success due to perfect weather for our
outside seating, great service and good food. Cocktails on the patio gave us time to socialize and
small table arrangements of four or six persons
gave us a conversation friendly space.
NO CNO will be held in June in lieu of the Picnic!

Golf:
The summer months are upon us
and it's time to get out to enjoy some
golf. Don't let the season pass you by
- check out our Travel Golf section
then peruse the State SIR Golf
schedule to see what they've got going. http://www.sirinc2.org/golf2018/
wp-content/uploads/2019-SIR-GolfTournament-Schedule.pdf.

If you can't be a good golfer

Fishing:

(Article by Don Salazar)

If you are interested in arranging a fishing and/
or camping outing with our fishing expert, then you
need to contact Don
Salazar at 545-0873,
he does NOT have an
email, but his phone
works just fine. Better
yet, have a talk with him at the July 18th meeting,
you’ll be glad you did!

GLOBAL FORUM:

(Article by Marvin Mai)

The Global Forum meeting is on Friday, June
14th at 10:00 am. The normal World Wide range of
topics possibilities are: North
Korea and U.S. What’s next?
U.S. relations with Iran, Russia, China, India, Mexico and
Canada. What’s our future?.
All Sir members are invited
to join this monthly confab at
4743 Woodview Drive.
(South on Summerfield Rd to the end, turn left up
the hill about 1/3 mile, the house is on the left.)
PARK IN THE DRIVEWAY OR IN THE BAY
ACROSS THE STREET, AS THERE IS
NO PARKING ON THE STREET.

Should you have any questions, please email
Marvin at maimarvin57@gmail.com
or call him at 545-2224.
Return to Page 1

just look like one.
Come join us for a fun day of golf.
The place to be is the Bennett Valley
Golf Course - The time to be there is
Monday mornings starting at 8:30 am.
Hope to see you all out there.
Until next time, Good Golfing.

Roy Thuestad
roymond@comcast.net
975-4406
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The Poem of the month for June

Travel Golf

(article by Roy Thuestad )

Indian Valley is coming up Thursday, June 13th
at 10:00 am. Fifty-five dollars gets you off the
couch and into the sun for a fun filled day of golf
down in the rolling hills of Novato. Included in the
package are: green fees, shared cart, and prize
fund. Bob Nadell will be hosting this event so
shoot him an email nadellb@sbcglobal.net, or
sign up at the ProShop if you're interested. More
information: http://www.indianvalleygolfclub.com/
Look over
the line up,
invite a
friend or
your honey,
then lock
down the
dates on
your calendar.

POKER FEST:

(Article by Steve Edelstein)

We have more players who
are willing to play twice a
month. We would be willing
to help you learn how to play.
It’s fun and good way to meet
your fellow Sir members.
Please call Steve to let him
know are planning to attend.
The dates are Thursdays , June 6th and ??th,
from 12:30 pm to 4:00 pm, at Legends in the
Bennett Valley Golf Course.
Contact Steve Edelstein by email at:
1hatisland@gmail.com or call 206-8084.
Please leave a message, I will return your call.

Calendar of SIR Events for June 2019
Details and contact information is available on the SIR 17
website: http://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html
Any Monday Golf at BVGC
Any Monday Bowling, Double Decker Lanes, R/P, 10 am
June 6 Poker Fest, Legends, BVGC, 12:30 pm
June 11 Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am
June 12 BNO, Paradise Sushi & Hibachi, 6:00 pm
June 13 Traveling Golf, Indian Valley, 10:00 am
June 14 Global Forum, Marvin Mai’s place, 10:00 am
June 20 SIR PICNIC, Charlie’s, Windsor 11:00 am
June 25 Bridge Club, Legends, BVGC, 10:00 am
June 25 Wine & Beer Appreciation, Russian River Brewery
Back to page 1

Windsor

$50.

Thursday, August 8 - 10:00 am

http://www.windsorgolf.com/
Includes: Greens fee, shared cart, prize fund.

7th Annual Sebastopol
Golf & BBQ $25
Thursday, August 22 - 8:30 am Shotgun Start
Includes: walking rate green fees and prize fund.
Shared carts are extra.
The cost of the BBQ is on us and is our way of saying
thanks for being an active golf club member.

Paradise Valley
Yocha Dehe
Cache Creek Casino Hotel
Stay & Play

$ 285

Wed & Thur, Oct 9 & 10

based on dbl. occupancy and two golfers w/shared cart.
*add $110 single occupancy with one golfer in single cart.

Paradise Valley - Wed, Oct 9 - 10:00 am
https://www.fairfieldgolf.com/
Cache Creek Casino Hotel Check in:-Oct 9 4:00 pm
https://www.cachecreek.com/

Yocha Dehe-Thurs., Oct 10 - 9:00 am
https://yochadehegolfclub.com/
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Wine & Beer Appreciation:

(Article by Gary Bondi)

Our next outing will be Tuesday, June 25 th , at
11:00 am to the new Russian River Brewery in
Windsor. It is quite an impressive site and well
worth visiting.
The charge is $15.00 per person and includes: a
one hour private tour, a tasting of three brews and a
souvenir glass. After the tour we will gather for
lunch at the brewery.

THIS PART IS IMPORTANT AND WE
WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR RESPONSES
ASAP! The tour is limited to a maximum of 15
people, however, if we get over 15, we can add a
2nd tour or break into 2 groups. We don't necessarily
need 15 people for a tour, as we can book with a
smaller group. That said, we have to know the number attending when we make the booking. When we
do book, I have to pay the full amount in advance
for the total number of attendees. Therefore, if you
do sign up, I will need payment in advance. Your
prompt response will be appreciated so we can lock
in the date.
Thank you in advance. I hope many of you will
want to participate in the event. If you have any
questions, contact me at gbondi@sonic.net, or call
my home phone, 539-2445.

SW Corner of Condee Ln. & Mitchell Ln .

List of the June Birthdays
Oscar Barragan
Glenn Seime
Charles Stark

On Sunday August 25, 2019, we are planning a
group activity to see Those Dancin’ Feet produced
by Transcendence Theatre’s “Broadway Under the
Stars” at Jack London State Historic Park.
We have secured a substantial discount with the
theatre and they have provided us with a concierge
who will help you book your tickets over the
phone. Simply visit www.SIRSBroadway.com
and fill out the reservation form. Our dedicated
Sales Coordinator Lorenzo Alviso will then call
you directly to book your tickets.
You may also reach out to Lorenzo directly at
LAlviso@TTCSonoma.org or call 877-424-1414
Ext 2 to purchase your tickets.
The show is expected to sell out quickly so
reserve your tickets today and make plans to come
and enjoy!
(Article by Robert Reuther)
Recap of May 16th Guest Speaker:
How many monuments are there in Washington, DC?
Only one – the Washington Monument, the rest are
memorials! Regrettably, many of the vets on the west
coast have never seen the memorials to the wars and
conflicts in which they served. Carl Stewart, our guest
speaker in May, explained how Honor Flight Bay Area
transports military veterans in our
area to visit many of these memorials
in DC. Stewart and a handful of other
volunteers joined the Honor Flight
nationwide network in 2014 to take
our vets on well-organized, three-day
plane and bus trips to DC. Stops include the WWII,
Korean, Vietnam, and Lincoln memorials along with
Arlington cemetery. The vets are accompanied by guardian “assistants,” a nurse, and docents who provide information and safe travel. According to SIR 17 member
Romie Schneider, who was one of the vets flown back to
DC, the trip is great fun and establishes lasting friendships with combat buddies. Each trip costs roughly
$30,000, which is covered by donations from corporations and individuals. To learn more about Honor Flight
Bay Area, a non-profit organization, visit their website:
https://www.honorflightbayarea.org.
Article by Dennis Mangan
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Camera Club:
I am proposing to form a camera club in SIR
Branch 17. You won't need an expensive camera
since most of us have cameras in our phones. However, if you have a DLSR, this would be an opportunity to dust if off and get your
pictures off the memory card again.
There should be a number of Sir
members who frequently take pictures and would like to learn how to
do better. (and maybe even as well as our grandchildren do!) If you would like to learn more about
photography and practice your new-found skills
with your Sir friends, this would be the place for
you. However, this camera club would not be
limited to men. Often, our wives are more talented
and artistic in the field of photography than we are,
so they would be welcome.
We would meet monthly, show our pictures
from the monthly assignment, discuss technical
issues and enjoy a speaker on photography. We'd
agree on an assignment for the next meeting. For
example, we might have an assignment to take
pictures of statues, sculptures, etc. I have included
a salmon statue from Prince Memorial Greenway
as an example. Occasionally, we will go on an outing to take pictures, e.g., lighthouses on the coast,
butterflies in Monterey, etc.
I look forward to hearing back from you about
your interest in this proposed new activity. You
can reach me at richosborne@outlook.com or
call 303-304-9262.
Thanks, new SIR 17 member Rich Osborne

THE FAMOUS BEACH BLANKET BABYLON
SHOW IN SAN FRANCISCO IS CLOSING!

SO LET’S GO!!!
Wednesday, OCTOBER 23RD 8:00 PM
TICKETS ARE $59 EACH.
Seating is Front Cabaret
DEADLINE FOR TICKETS SEPTEMBER 30TH
CONTACT FRED ROSE 707-579-3582 (leave
a message) or fredricrose@comcast.net

Mail checks to: Fred Rose, 2105 Contra Costa Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95405-8108

If we have enough interest, we will have a roundtrip
bus costing from $50 to $35 each depending on
how many people and size of the bus.
We are also trying to put together
a pre-show dinner. Details to follow.

Buffet Buddy:

(Article by Glenn Seime)

If a member has a hard time navigating the
buffet line, someone at that members table should
offer to be a “Buffet Buddy” for that member needing help. He will dish up for his buddy and then
himself. He would have access to the head of the
buffet line whenever he wanted for both his buddy
and himself, and it is important that this service be
offered, and not wait to be asked.
It seems to be working, so let’s keep it going!

A special Thank You to members Gordon Boultbee and others for helping
me by spotting all my errors in grammar, punctuation, spelling and any other
boo-boos I have made before the final edition goes to press and you see it.
Jim, the Editor

8

Sunshine Report:

SIR Publicity:
We are planning to have a table at the Sonoma
County Fair, August 9th, the free Senior Day. We
would need three or four Sir members to take turns
during the day at a table with our SIR poster. If you
can spare a couple of hours to spend spreading the
word about the SIR organization to seniors, this
would be great, If so, contact Lance at a Sir meeting
or email him at: lance@pon.net (put Sir in the
heading).
Thanks, Lance Thompson
Joke of the day
One summer we had new neighbors and
my parents noticed they plowed and planted a garden plot. My dad asked the young
woman why she had planted her carrots all
bunched up in a hill. She replied, “That’s
how they come in the store.”

We need your help to tell us
before the monthly meeting if
any of our members are sick or
if some member has died.
All you need to do is call Kurt Wehrmeister,
our Assistant Secretary at 630-461-2715. Please
be sure to use this phone number as the listing in
the roster last month was wrong, but all have
been corrected now. We don’t want to miss anyone.
The BEC’s plan, under the leadership of Big Sir
Dennis Mangan, is to send a get well card signed
by our members to those who are sick, hospitalized
or laid up for any reason. We would also like to
know about any death of a Sir member or their
immediate family member so that we can send
condolence cards. The cards will be available for
signing at the beginning of the meeting. Just ask
where they are when you come in and pay for your
meal.
(Article by Robert Reuther)

NON-RESPONSIBILITY DECLARATION
All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by, SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches, are for the convenience and pleasure
of the members and their guest who desire to participate. SONS IN RETIREMENT, INC., and its Branches do not assume any
responsibility for the well being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.

The latest edition of

is now available to view online.

This a very interesting and informative newsletter produced by SIRinc with
many articles republished from many of the SIR Branches throughout the state.
Look at pages 9 & 10 of the articles from Branch 17 and all of the other items
in its 28 pages. To view this newsletter go to www.sirinc.org/sirhappenings,
then click on to tab Happenings May. 2019. this will ask you to open or save the
PDF file in you favorite PDF program. Best to select “Open.” You can always
save if you want, for later reading. Also you can print what pages you what or
the entire document.
Read and enjoy!

Have you checked out

the
NEW SIR Branch 17 website?

Try it out at w w w . s i r 1 7 . o r g , you will be amazed.
This is the place to go to find the latest information as it is usually updated
almost daily, thanks to: Dennis Mangan, Mark Burchill & Jim Fenstermaker.
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Mark Your Calendar

Annual Branch 17/176 Picnic
Thursday, June 20, 2019
New Location:
Outdoor Event Area at Windsor Golf Course
1320 19th Hole Drive, Windsor, CA

New Caterer:
Charlie’s at Windsor Golf Course
Social hour at 11:00 am--Food Service at Noon
BBQ Chicken, Veggie Pasta, Chili Beans, Corn on the Cob,
Salad, Bread & Butter, Dessert,
Wine, beer, soft drinks and water.
All silverware, dishes, glasses and tablecloths provided.
Prizes, Entertainment and Games.
Plenty of free parking and easy access grounds.
Come join the fun, good food and drinks.

Ticket Price only $30.00 each.
ONLY mail-in-tickets are now available

Send your payment to:
Al Petrie, 2188 Francisco Ave., Santa Rosa, CA 95403-8173
Email: alpetrie7@aol.com

Call: 707-974-9193

Be sure to include name(s) for name tags and mailing address.
Tickets ordered by mail BEFORE Monday, June 3rd will be mailed to you.

NO tickets will be sold the day of the event!
Any questions, contact Ted Scapeccia:
707-529-0063 or tescape4@ g m a i l . c o m
Return to Page 1

