
  

      The REDWOOD  BARK  Newsletter November 2025 
 

All members are invited to attend our next SIR In-Person Luncheon/Meeting on  

Thursday November 20th at The Epicenter, 3215 Coffey Lane, Santa Rosa.  
 

      You can reserve a place at the luncheon, or cancel a reservation, through our website by clicking here. 

If you told the Phone Committee “Yes” you plan to attend but later find that you will be unable to attend, 
please contact Rod Mooney at (707) 328-1819 or by email at rnktla@gmail.com by noon on No-
vember 6th. Also: If you are bringing a guest, or if you originally said “No” but changed your mind and decid-
ed to attend, then please contact Rod Mooney. If you are a no-show you may be charged for your meal! 

          A non-profit club devoted to the promotion of independence and dignity. 

Luther Burbank Branch 17, Santa Rosa, CA 

Website:  https://www.sir17.org  

Big Sir Neil Wheeler’s Message:    
               neil@science-one.org  (707) 291-0271 

    

 Gratitude. Autumn is the season 
when we traditionally give thanks, cul-
minating with November’s Thanksgiving 
holiday. Thanksgiving began as a day of 
giving thanks for the blessings of the 
harvest and of the preceding year. How-
ever, gratitude can be expressed any 

time of year. It’s been shown that gratitude is good for 
our mental health, our relationships and maybe even 
our physical health. 

I recently read an article about gratitude in the 
New York Times by Melissa Kirsch. She talks about ac-
tivities that are considered part of a “gratitude prac-
tice,” the consistent and intentional effort to 
acknowledge the good things in your life. She argues 
that the good things in our lives are the result of 
“fantastic webs of interconnected prerequisites” and 
she describes her own gratitude practice of selecting 
something she is grateful for and remembering chains 
of events that led to its existence. 

After losing my wife, Barbara, I was struggling to 
practice gratitude. I decided to give Melissa’s method 
a try. The biggest thing I was grateful for was spending 
37 years, half of my life. with Barbara…exploring, shar-
ing, and creating a happy life together. Tracing back 
through all the causes and conditions that gave rise to 
it is rewarding. 

 

                           (cont’d on page 2 left) 

   Little Sir Art Appling’s Message: 
                                           art4747@msn.com  (707) 538-1769 

 Is it Autumn or is it Fall? Whichev-
er, it’s not my favorite season. I prefer 
leaves on the trees, not on the ground. 
I prefer more sunshine rather than 
less. Nonetheless, this is the season for 
looking ahead and starting to plan for 
2026. As incoming Big Sir, and not hav-

ing the benefit of years of observing branch opera-
tions, I need to ask for assistance from our more 
seasoned members. I’m requesting those who per-
form any function for our branch to PLEASE send me 
a description of all that you do and who you think 
would fulfill those tasks if you were not available.  

Some of these tasks might be as simple as 
erecting signs at branch functions or more involved 
like organizing and leading a group activity. If any 
equipment is associated with your function please 
include that description and where that equipment 
is stored. Your description does not need to be 
more than handwritten, but an email would be pre-
ferred: art4747@msn.com. 

As autumn draws to a close and the year’s activi-
ties conclude, the upcoming holidays encourage re-
flection and appreciation. Beyond the festivities, fall 
invites us to pause and say thanks for the abun-
dance of good things we share and the fellowship 
that SIR membership brings. 

https://www.sir17.org/rsvp.html
https://www.sir17.org
mailto:neil@science-one.org
mailto:art4747@msn.com
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       (cont’d from page 1 left)  
  

We would never have been together if there had-
n’t been a freeze in government hiring that motivat-
ed Barbara to move from Washington, DC to Sacra-
mento, if I had taken that other job in another city, if 
one of her lobbyist friends didn’t live next door to my 
sister, saw me playing with my nephew, and ar-
ranged for us to meet. There are countless other 
small things that I am grateful for that shaped both 
of our personalities and made our relationship enjoy-
able and enduring. 

I’m also grateful for discovering SIR and becom-
ing a member…that’s another chain of conditions 
and events that has reached a happy conclusion. The 
friends I’ve made in SIR have enriched my life and 
provided support when I’ve needed it. Tracing grati-
tude also works for smaller things… give it a try. 

Melissa concluded her article with the following: 

“…so often we feel separate, lonely, disconnect-
ed. One way to challenge that feeling is to start with 
one small thing you’re grateful for. Then trace the 
gorgeous, improbable but very real sequence of vari-
ables that brought you the object of your gratitude. It 
may seem a little corny at first, but it works.” 

I hope you take the time to consider and express 
your gratitude this season. 

Cheers! 

    November Meeting Lunch Menu  
Social Hour: 11 am   -   Lunch/Meeting:  12 noon 
 

 Chicken Enchiladas 

 Spanish Rice/Beans 

 Glazed Carrots 

 House Salad 

 Bread and Butter 

 Churros 

Day of Remembrance   
  

 

On Saturday November 15th the Santa Rosa Rural 
Cemetery will host a free annual Day of Remem-
brance ceremony beginning at 2:00 at the G.A.R. 
monument. The event will feature Roger and Colleen 
Vincents’ Lincoln reenactment (this year entitled 
“Lincoln’s Political 
World”). Following 
Lincoln’s speech, 
four newly-set me-
morial stones hon-
oring our “lost” vet-
erans will be dedi-
cated in the nearby Rose Grove. Please bring your 
own chair for the event.  

BRANCH 17 HOLIDAY PARTY    
       Thursday - December 18th, 2025 
      EPICENTER Victory House Restaurant  
        11 am Social Hour - 12 noon Lunch 
      Includes Holiday/Christmas Caroling 
 
We will have a SIT-DOWN PLATED LUNCH 

with a special menu as noted below. Significant 
others are invited. 

There are two entree selections for $55.00 
per person—Tenderloin Beef with red wine 
sauce OR Salmon with lemon rosemary sauce. 
Please indicate your entree choice when paying 
for your lunch(es). Entrees comes with salad, 
roasted red potatoes, green beans, rolls and 
butter, and dessert. The included beverages are 
coffee, iced tea, lemonade, and water. No-host 
drinks will be available at the bar.  

Advanced Ticket pur-
chase is required. 
Please EITHER "pick up/
fill out/make Ticket pay-
ment" using the Ticket 
purchase form available 

at the Holiday Party table at our November 20th 
Lunch Meeting OR take a Ticket purchase form 
home and mail the form and check (made out to 
SIR Branch 17) to Al Petrie, 2188 Francisco Ave-
nue, Santa Rosa CA 95403. Deadline for all ticket 
sales is December 7th and there will be no ticket 
purchases on the day of the Event (12/18/2025). 
Contact AL Petrie (707)-974-9193 or email 
alpetrie7@aol.com if you have any questions. 

mailto:alpetrie7@aol.com
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Activities: 

 Bridge:   
 

We meet in the Valley of the 
Moon Club in Oakmont, Tuesdays, 
11 AM to 1 PM for bridge and 
lunch. If you have an interest in 
Bridge, contact:  

    Dean Lundgren  707-544-8088   
            mdlundgren@msn.com          

Use this link below to view the latest online Calendar of Events:      
https://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html  

Return to Page 1 

Boys’ Night Out:                  (Article by Don Malvestiti)  
          

    IT’S TURKEY TIME, and where better 
to enjoy it for BNO than The Bird, 4776 
Sonoma Highway, Santa Rosa, Novem-
ber 12th, 5:30 p.m. social, 6 p.m. dinner. 
LIMITED SEATING. RSVP to:  

         Don Malvestiti by 11/6  

         malvestitidon485@gmail.com 

Bocce: 

 Bocce can be played on most Fridays on the west 
side of Juilliard Park starting at 10am. Contact Ken 
Ford at kennethford063@gmail.com for more infor-
mation or simply come on by. Bring a friend and in-
troduce them to SIR! 

Golf                                    (article by Bob Nadell) 
  

 Another month of good weather is 
gone and golf is still going strong. More 
severe weather is on its way, so come out 
now and join the fun. We have several 
new golf members, and our Monday tour-

naments are ongoing.  

The Golf Committee is looking for others to join 
our coordinating group. We have sent out a call to 
join our committee and have had no response. Com-
mittee assignments include maintaining contact with 
the NCGA, scoring and sending tournament results to 
our group, establishing and running special events, 
maintaining handicaps with the NCGA, keeping our 
mailing list current, and enrolling new and continuing 
members with the NCGA. These duties need new vol-
unteers as the current group has been serving for 
over five years. Please step up and serve. 

Beer Call                       (Article by Neil Wheeler) 

 

 A Beer Call has been issued for 4:00 
pm on Tuesday, December 3rd at Hen-
house Brewing Company, 322 Bellevue 
Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95407. Note: the 
taproom opens at 4 pm. 

 You are cordially invited to join us for 
beer and BS. This will be the last Beer Call 

of the year. We look forward to seeing you again in 
January. 

 

Book Club                          (Article by Neil Wheeler)       

                      

 Our book selection for November is 
Trinity by Leon Uris. 

This is Leon Uris's beloved Irish classic. 
From the acclaimed author who en-
thralled the world with Exodus, Battle 
Cry, QB VII, Topaz, and other classics of 

twentieth century fiction comes a sweeping and 
powerful epic adventure that captures the "terrible 
beauty" of Ireland during its long and bloody struggle 
for freedom. It is the electrifying story of an idealistic 
young Catholic rebel and the valiant and beautiful 
Protestant girl who defied her heritage to join his 
cause. It is a tale of love and danger, of triumph at an 
unthinkable cost—a magnificent portrait of a people 
divided by class, faith, and prejudice—an unforgetta-
ble saga of the fires that devastated a majestic 
land...and the unquenchable flames that burn in the 
human heart. 

We will meet to discuss this book at 2:00 pm on 
Wednesday, December 3rd at the home of one of our 
members. The location will be sent out the week be-
fore we meet. 

https://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html
https://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html
https://www.sir17.org/bno-photos.html
mailto:malvestitidon485@gmail.com
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Return to Page 1 

  Coffee Club:                      (Article by Rich de Lambert) 

  

  We have moved indoors for the fall/
winter seasons. The time is always 9 a.m.-10 
a.m. Guests and partners are welcome so 
bring a friend. No RSVP required. If you have 
questions, call me, Rich de Lambert, at (707)

-545-3490, or email me at richdelambert@gmail.com. 
Everyone who attends is entered into our prize draw-
ing and we hope to have you join us! 

Community Involvement Program:   
          (by Bob Reuther) 

 

 On Thursday, October 2nd, 22 of 
us gathered at the Redwood Empire 
Food Bank to give back to our commu-
nity and the results were inspiring. 
Working together on a fast-paced as-
sembly line, we packed an impressive 

321 boxes of food, totaling 10,272 pounds. That’s 
enough to provide 8,560 meals for individuals and 
families in need. The food was scheduled for distri-
bution the following week. 

Again, the Food Bank expressed their apprecia-
tion with the following message: 

“The Redwood Empire Food Bank greatly appre-
ciates your time and energy! By volunteering, you 
are helping 142,000 children, families, and seniors 
get the nutritious food they need and deserve.” 

Thanks to our collective effort, we helped sup-
port nearly six percent of the families in need 
served by the Food Bank. A good reminder for all of 
us that even a few hours of volunteering can go a 
long way. We’re excited to keep the momentum 
going and would love to see even more volunteers 
join us in the months ahead. Our next volunteer 
day is Thursday, November 6th, from 9:45 a.m. to 
noon. If you plan to join us, contact George Traver-
so at  geosan@sbcglobal.net by Sunday Novem-
ber 2nd. 

Once we know who’s joining us, we’ll share 
your name with the Food Bank Volunteer Coordina-
tor to make check-in quick and easy. And don’t for-
get—everyone who participates is entered into our 
monthly prize drawing! Bo Greaves won a bottle of 
wine and Tammy Boultbee won a box of cookies 
last month.  

During our break we also took a moment of si-
lence for the memory of Barbara, our Big Sir Neil 
Wheeler’s wife, who had passed away suddenly the 
week before. We would also like to thank Rich 
de Lambert for the coffee on our break. 

At the end of the event, nine of us went to the 
Pacific Coast Air Museum Hotdog Thursday for their 
last outing of the year. They hope to see us in the 
spring. 

Global Forum                     (Article by Marvin Mai)    
 

 

 Well, we thought we’d solved the war 
in Gaza, but the elusive peace in any of 
the Middle East seems… 

I’ve commented in the past on our trust in 
news reporting, and saw a recent column 

that only 5% of Americans surveyed trust the network 
news for fair and accurate reporting. But they trust 
Facebook, TikTok, and X. What are your thoughts? 

During the months of November and December we 
will have only our normal 2nd Friday of the month in-
person meetings since the 4th Friday follows a holiday 
and most are not available. 

During our last meeting we briefly 
discussed the possibility of holding two 
in-person meetings a month rather than 
one in person and one via Zoom. We 
have decided that we will try this starting in January 
2026, having the second meeting at a different loca-
tion. Both locations have limited seating of eight and 
therefore as is normal reservations are a must. Email 
Marvin at: maimarvin57@gmail.com to secure a seat. 

Hiking Group:                             (Article by Gordon Boultbee) 

 

    The SIR hiking group meets every Fri-
day, weather permitting, typically at 8:30 
a.m. The location changes weekly, and is 
announced via text message the day be-
fore by our hiking activities chair Stew 

Lauterbach. If you would like to be added to Stew’s 
list, contact him at:    

stewlauterbach@gmail.com or 707-495-0985.     

https://www.sir17.org/other-activities-photos.html
mailto:richdelambert@gmail.com
https://www.sir17.org/other-activities-photos.html
mailto:geosan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:maimarvin57@gmail.com
https://www.sir17.org/other-activities-photos.html
mailto:stewlauterbach@gmail.com
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    to all those born in November! 

 Gordon Boultbee 

 John Castro 

 Ken Ford 

 Ernie Giampaoli 

 Len Grosso 

 Craig House 

 Denny Hutton 

 Duane Jensen 

 Alan Johnson 

 Fred McMane 

 Chris Nelle 

 Chris Nolen 

 Bernie Stephan 

 Charlie Verzosa 

 Al Wade 

  Poker:                                 (Article  by Mike  O’Neill)  

 

We had a very good turnout 
at our October game: 13 players. 
The big winner at Table 1 was 
Les and the big winner at Table 2 
was Chris, beating out Ted by $1 
and Mike by $2. The lunch and 
service were great. I'm told the lunch special, an Ital-
ian submarine sandwich was delicious. It was huge.  

Out next game is scheduled in the Trophy Room at 
Epicenter on November 13th, from12 noon to 3 pm. 
We have another new player joining us in November. 
We have room for more so if you are interested, con-
tact Mike O’Neill at Mikeo46@sbcglobal.net. You 
must have a reservation to play. 

  Walking Group:                (Article by Richard Lundblad)   
 

 

     The walking group meets every Tuesday morning 
at 10 am, weather permitting. We have been leaving 

from Cypress Point and go for coffee after-
wards. Come join us and bring a friend! If 
you would like to be on our email list, con-
tact me at: 

        richardlundblad@gmail.com    

        707-888-8386 

 

Sir Jim Park passed away on October 12th, 2025 
just prior to his 87th birthday. He joined Branch 17 in 
May 2012, sponsored by Duane Jensen and co-
chaired our bridge activity with Dean Lundgren. Be-
fore his retirement he was employed by PG&E in San 
Francisco. Jim is survived by his wife Jeannine, their 
daughters Michelle and Nicole and their families. 
Condolences may be sent to the home of Jeannine, 
2932 Joyce Street, SR 95405. No services are 
planned. 

  

 I was born and raised in Palmdale 
California in the high desert northeast 
of Los Angeles. After high school I 
spent a couple years working and living 
in Oregon but  came back to California 
and have lived here ever since. 

My education was limited with just high school in 
Palmdale and eventually a technology school to get 
an electronic technician certificate. I then spent 40 
years working in technology both in a services role 
and then in technology sales for the last 25 years. 

The bulk of my career was at Compaq/Hewlett 
Packard but I also worked for Salesforce.com and 
several other software companies to finish my career 
and took retirement in July of 2024 after I turned 65. 

I have been married for 35 years to my wonderful 
wife Liz and we have three great children: Emily, who 
is a neonatal ICU nurse at Stanford Hospital; Clara, 
who is a lawyer; and our son David who is an aero-
space engineer. We will be well taken care of in our 
senior years! 

I joined SIR primarily to play with the golf group 
at Bennett Valley Golf Course but also plan on partic-
ipating in some of the other activities like hiking and 
wine/beer tasting events. Hopefully I can help sup-
port this last interest of wine/beer events. A friend 
and I own a small boutique winery in Bennett Valley. 
Happy to have small groups over for a tasting! 

New Member:  

Tim Knapp   Badge #189 

mailto:Mikeo46@sbcglobal.net
mailto:richardlundblad@gmail.com
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Petaluma Veterans Day Parade- 

What: The largest Veterans Day parade north of the Golden Gate, featuring music, a 
ceremony, tanks, and helicopters.  

When: Tuesday, November 11, 2025. Music starts at 12 p.m., with the parade starts 
at 1 p.m.. 

Where: Walnut Park, Petaluma.  
                                     _____________ 

Santa Rosa Veterans Tribute- 

What: An annual event to honor veterans, with outreach to local Rotary Clubs, Ki-
wanis Clubs, and veterans' organizations in Sonoma County. 

When: Friday, November 14, 2025, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.. 

Where: Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building 
                                     _____________ 
    

Sonoma Veterans Day Ceremony- 

What: A commemoration for Veterans Day hosted by Sonoma Veterans, refresh-
ments provided. 

When: Tuesday, November 11, 2025, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.. 

Where: Sonoma Veterans Memorial Building 
                                     _____________ 
 

Veterans Holiday Market- 

What: A market event with arts, crafts, and music. 

When: Saturday, November 15, and Sunday, November 16, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Where: Sonoma Veterans Building.  
                                     ______________ 

 

Veterans Day Hike Jack London State Park- 

What: 2.5 mile round trip hike with stops along the way.  

When: Saturday November 8, 2025 at 9am. 

Where: Jack London State Park Ranch Lot 

Free admission to the park. 

       Veterans Day Celebrations in Sonoma County 
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       No Hope For the Lieutenant  
          (a John Weaver Story) 

                                                                       

 In October 1944, a hurricane head-
ed up the coast from Florida toward 
Bogue Field, North Carolina. Located 
there was a Marine Corps squadron of 
Douglas dive bombers which needed to 
be moved to higher ground. The new 

landing field was much farther inland and much high-
er above sea level. To control this operation, a two-
station radio link had to be installed. 

The first problem was making contact between the 
two radio stations. At first, there was no contact at all 
from the new landing field radio station. After a few 
hours, the captain was called in to check it out. Planes 
had been leaving, but that had to stop when it got 
dark. 

Very late in the day, the captain broke through. He 
had been messaging to the new airfield and finally got 
a reply. It was a 10-second statement: “No hope for 
the lieutenant.” There was no information about the 
planes and nothing more about the lieutenant. 

Eventually, with persistent interrogation of the 
right person, here is what transpired. The mobile 
transmitter truck had a 20-foot antenna coming out of 
its top. The antenna was accidentally resting against a 
high-voltage power line, causing every metal part of 
the truck to be at 
the same deadly 
voltage. The lieu-
tenant had ap-
proached the truck, 
grabbed the door 
handle, and was 
quickly electrocut-
ed. Those inside 
the truck were una-
ware and unaffected, for the truck was insulated with 
the four rubber tires. 

Several years later, while working for Channel 4 
Television in San Francisco, two of us were televising 
with a mobile television van. As we approached the 
broadcast site, my partner said, “Hey, there’s a park-
ing place.” I said, “No! LOOK UP. Those top wires are 
all high-voltage wires. You don’t want to be anywhere 
near them. We should park across the street.” Better 
safe than sorry! 

SIR Multi-Branch TRAVEL  
 Based upon both the SIR Multi-Branch travel 
questionnaire results and the related member inter-
view input, these travel destinations have been cho-
sen for future SIR Travel. Please let Glenn Breslin 
know if you are interested. 

Glenn Breslin SIR146 Travel Chair 
glennbreslin@gmail.com    925-788-6520 

 I was born in Butler, Pennsylvania 
and attended Penn State. I studied 
petroleum engineering and moved to 
Los Angeles to start my career with 
Chevron. In Los Angeles, I met my 
wife, Ann. We’ve been married for 40 
years. We moved to Santa Rosa in 
1990. I began work in the environ-

mental field in 1991 and worked for Sonoma County 
for 20 years. I still do some part-time work for Sono-
ma County and Petaluma. We have one son and two 
grandsons. 

I enjoy hiking, backpacking, fishing, exercising, 
playing music (guitar and harmonica) and spending 
time with family and our wonderful friends in Sono-
ma County. 

Australia/New 
Zealand Available 

for 
Booking 

Japan/Korea Room 

for Only 2 More - 

Hurry and Book 

 1/7/26 to 1/25/26 ($5495
- No Airfare/$7845-With 
Economy Airfare) Both 
Melbourne Pre-Trip and 
Fiji Post-Trip available. 
Click this link for details- 

  Click Here Group code: 

  G6-30339 

4/1/26 to 4/16/26 ($7495
- No Airfare/$9095- With 
Economy Airfare) Hiroshi-
ma post-trip available. 
Click this link for details- 
Click Here Group code:  
G6-30339 

New Member:  

Andrew Parsons  Badge #187 

mailto:glennbreslin@gmail.com
https://www.gct.com/trips/land-tours/south-pacific/australia-and-new-zealand/2021/itineraries
https://www.gct.com/trips/land-tours/south-pacific/australia-and-new-zealand/2021/itineraries
https://www.oattravel.com/trips/land-adventures/asia/south-korea-and-japan-temples-shrines-and-seaside-treasures/2021/itineraries
https://www.oattravel.com/trips/land-adventures/asia/south-korea-and-japan-temples-shrines-and-seaside-treasures/2021/itineraries
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New Member:  

Jim Borruso    Badge #81 

  
 I was born and raised in San 
Francisco. I went to Abraham Lin-
coln High School. I worked full-
time on Fisherman’s Wharf for my 
father on his crab stand, which he 
named Crab College until I was 
19. Then I was a real estate agent 
in San Francisco. I bought a house 

in Sonoma County when I was 19. I moved into it 
when I was 22 years old. By then I worked in the ship-
yard for 12 years as a machinist, then I became a gen-
eral contractor, then I was a chef at the Angela Center, 
and I worked there for 12 years. It was the most re-
warding job I ever had, and I was treated very well by 
the Ursuline sisters.  

I've been married for 37 years. I have three step-
children, 10 grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. I live in Sebastopol and also on the 
Trinity River in Junction City. I give of my time when-
ever I get a chance to for local communities and min-
istries. 

 
              (cont’d from left) 
 
My first professional role was as a computer 

programmer with Pacific Telephone & Telegraph. 
While living in San Francisco, I met my wife, Jeri-
lyn—now my partner of 55 years. After a year at the 
base of Russian Hill, we purchased our first home in 
Mill Valley. 

We raised our two children in San Geronimo, 
where I helped start a public Montessori program, 
served two terms on the board, and coached youth 
soccer for seven seasons. My commute changed 
drastically when Pacific Bell relocated its Accounting 
Systems group to San Ramon. After retiring from 
corporate IT, I did consulting for several large firms, 
but the frequent-flier miles lost their charm—I 
wanted to work closer to home and family. 

In 1990, I began my second career as a real es-
tate appraiser, which led to my current profession 
as an independent real estate broker. Over the 
years, I launched three RE/MAX offices—two in 
Petaluma and one in Novato —managing over 50 
agents and brokering more than 3,000 transactions. 
When the 2008 recession hit, I chose to close those 
brokerages and refocus on serving homeowners and 
estate administrators navigating major life transi-
tions in Marin and Sonoma Counties. 

My company, Eco Realty, reflects my deep con-
cern for our living planet. The word “eco,” from the 
Greek oikos, means “home” and is the root of both 
“ecology” and “economy.” Since 2005, this connec-
tion between how we live and where we live has 
been central to my work, my politics, and my pur-
pose. 

We moved to Santa Rosa from Sebastopol three 
years ago and enjoy walking the town and especially 
enjoying the city’s many great parks and neighbor-
hoods and still being close to the ocean. 

Jerilyn and I are blessed with four grandchildren, 
ages 2 to 25. Like so many seniors, I find the connec-
tion with younger generations among life’s greatest 
rewards. I look forward to making many new ac-
quaintances and joining in the camaraderie and fun 
that SIR 17 fosters. 

 I was born near Hamburg, Ger-
many, to my German parents as an 
only child. When I was four, we 
immigrated to Canada seeking 
safety and opportunity. Choosing 
Winnipeg, however, turned out to 
be a chilly mistake. After 13 years 
of snow shoveling and frozen win-
ters, we had all had enough—and 

moved to California.  

Finishing my senior year at Newport Harbor High 
was a joy, and I was fortunate to start college at UC 
Irvine in 1965, its very first year.  

         (cont’d on right) 

New Member:  

Bernie Stephan    Badge #96 
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      2026 SIR Branch 17 Officers and Directors  

Officers:  *  Voting Members  

 *Big Sir:      Art Appling            art4747@msn.com  
 *Little Sir:   Stew Lauterbach   stewlauterbach@gmail.com 

 *Secretary: Terry Freeman     terryfreeman22@yahoo.com  

 *Asst. Sec: Steven Saulsbury  stevensaulbury@comcast.net  

 *Treasurer: Barry Chapman    barrychapman@comcast.net 

 *Asst. Treas.:  Jim Taylor         jameswt@sbcglobal.net 

 Directors:    

 *Len Grosso                        Leonard.Grosso@Yahoo.com  
 *Craig House                      craiglhouse@att.net  
*Marc Perl                      mperl@comcast.net 
*Kurt Wehrmeister     kurtwehrmeister@gmail.com 
*Morgan Beatty           captmorgan1944@gmail.com 

  *Al Petrie                        alpetrie7@aol.com  

      Don’t Be a No-Show, Let Us Know! 
 

The number of members who indicate they plan 
to attend a luncheon but then fail to show up has 
increased this year. This has potential negative fi-
nancial consequences to the branch if the attend-
ance estimate we give to Epicenter is more than five 
higher than the actual attendance. 

We realize that plans can change at the last mi-
nute and we want to remind everyone that there 
are multiple ways to let the branch know if you 
have to change your planned attendance from YES 
to NO. 

 Click on the link (do not simply reply) in Neil 
Wheeler’s monthly email about the upcoming 
luncheon or go directly to the Members Only 
page on the branch website and click the RSVP 
icon. Reenter your information and click the NO 
button under “Can you make it?” 

 Contact the Phone Committee member who 
contacted you to ask if you planned to attend if 
you did not RSVP via the website. He will update 
the Call List for you. 

 Contact Food Services Coordinator Rod Mooney. 
His contact information is near the top of page 1 
of every issue of The BARK: 707-328-1819, 
rnktla@gmail.com. (That’s r n k t l a.) 

The deadline is noon on the Thursday before the 
luncheon, but let us know even if you miss that 
deadline. If you do, we won’t count you as a no
-show. Thanks! 

 NON-RESPONSIBILITY  DECLARATION  
 

 All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by SIR INC., and its Branches are for the convenience and pleasure of the 
members and their guest who desire to participate. SIR, INC., and its Branches do not assume any responsibility for the well 
being or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.  

         Four New Members Inducted                                                                             
        (Article by Gordon Boultbee) 

 

Four new members were inducted by Big Sir Neil 
Wheeler at the October luncheon. They are Jim Bor-
ruso, sponsored by Jim Taylor; Tim Knapp, spon-
sored by Steve Saulsbury, Andy Parsons, sponsored by 
Bob Coburn, and Bernie Stephan, sponsored by 
George Traverso. Jim is a retired contractor, a chef 
and a landlord; Tim is a winery owner/wine maker; 
Andy is a fire inspector for Sonoma County; and Ber-
nie is retired from IT and is now a real estate broker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Big Sir Neil Wheeler inducts four new members—from left 
Bernie Stephan, Andy Parsons, Jim Borruso, and Tim Knapp. 
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