
  

      The REDWOOD  BARK  Newsletter September 2025 
 

All members are invited to attend our next SIR In-Person Luncheon/Meeting on  

Thursday September 18th at The Epicenter, 3215 Coffey Lane, Santa Rosa.  
 

      You can reserve a place at the luncheon, or cancel a reservation, through our website by clicking here. 

If you told the Phone Committee “Yes” you plan to attend but later find that you will be unable to attend, 
please contact Rod Mooney at (707) 328-1819 or by email at rnktla@gmail.com by noon on Septem-
ber 11th. Also: If you are bringing a guest, or if you originally said “No” but changed your mind and decided 
to attend, then please contact Rod Mooney. If you are a no-show you may be charged for your meal! 

          A non-profit club devoted to the promotion of independence and dignity. 

Luther Burbank Branch 17, Santa Rosa, CA 

Website:  https://www.sir17.org  

Big Sir Neil Wheeler’s Message:    
          neil@science-one.org  (707) 291-0271 

 

 History. This month I want to 
provide a brief history of SIR for 
those of you who are not familiar 
with it, or those, like me, who may 
have forgotten. Note that much of 
the following is taken verbatim 

from document, How Sir Started, which can be 
found on the State SIR website. 

Realizing the social nature of man and the desire 
for the company of others, particularly those retired 
from gainful employment, the late Damian L. Reyn-
olds conceived the idea of Sons In Retirement (SIR) 
in the Spring of 1958. 

Three friends, all retired, met with Mr. Reynolds 
on occasion for a friendly luncheon. He suggested to 
these three, Messrs. Claus Hink, Lorenz H. Hansen 
and Wallace Plummer, that they join him in his idea. 

        

  
      
 
 
 
    Damian Reynolds     Claus Hink 

 
Wallace Plummer   Lorenz Hansen       (cont’d on page 2 left) 

Little Sir Art Appling’s Message: 
                                                 art4747@msn.com  (707) 538-1769 

        

      SIR Inc. annual meeting!  My book 
report: 

 Area Representative Chris Nelle, Big 
Sir Neil Wheeler, incoming Big Sir (yours 
truly) and incoming Little Sir Stew Lau-
terbach all attended this year’s annual 

meeting in Lafayette.  Formalities were performed like 
electing next year’s State officer, etc.   Bylaw changes 
were also discussed and voted upon. This would be 
best described as modernizing these documents.  
Most of this is important to the BEC in conducting 
branch business and approving branch activities. 

The big topic for discussion was membership and a 
discussion of the tools that the State offers to help 
branches grow. There will be additional zoom training 
sessions for incoming branch officers within the next 
few weeks. I’ll try to report more on this subject in 
future articles. 

Our own Sir Neil Wheeler accepted the position of 
State Marketing Director for 2026.  Neil has been per-
forming many of the tasks for our Branch 17 and with 
his new position we will need to find others to fill 
many of these responsibilities. More on this subject 
later in this issue of The BARK. 

I think it is important to express how much talent 

and dedication our State Officers and Directors pro-

vide to this organization.   

                                                                                        (cont’d on page 2 right) 

https://www.sir17.org/rsvp.html
https://www.sir17.org
mailto:neil@science-one.org
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Big Sir Message:                      (cont’d from page 1 left) 
 

A kickoff luncheon was held in the Clarimar Res-

taurant in San Mateo, California on July 29, 1958. 

Five additional friends of the four founders came to 

the luncheon. They were Messrs. George Rogers, 

Clarence Johnson, Conrad Lange, Lloyd Cartmill and 

William Torello. 

The name Sons In Retirement was unanimously 

adopted by eighteen members of the club at a sec-

ond meeting on August 12, 1958. Consideration was 

given to several other names, none of which seemed 

to make clear the purpose of this fledgling group. 

Because most retired men wish for nothing to do 

with things pertaining to inactivity or laziness, the 

chosen name seemed to enunciate and give dignity 

to retirement.  

Since the name of the group was Sons In Retire-

ment, one of the original group proposed that the 

club’s executive officer be designated as the Big Sir, a 

salutation “indicating maturity and respect.” Second-

in-command would be known as the Little Sir. 

Rules for the club were adopted on October 28, 

1958. Among them were that members were not to 

be solicited for donations for outside groups or pur-

poses. On January 10, 1962, this was further clarified 

to state that solicitation was permitted only to pro-

vide funds to carry out the purposes of the club. 

Luther Burbank Branch 17 was sponsored by 

North Bay Branch 7, San Rafael. Branch 17 in turn 

has subsequently sponsored the creation of branch-

es in Santa Rosa, Sonoma, Healdsburg and Windsor. 

Our first official local meeting was held on June 14, 

1966, and our charter was granted March 24, 1967. 

Over the past six decades SIR has evolved from, 

“A luncheon club for retired men for the purpose of 

maintaining old friendships, making new acquaint-

ances and avoiding the boredom of retirement,” to 

an organization that “exists to enrich the lives of its 

members through fun activities, luncheons and 

events while making friends for life.” There is so 

much more to life than just attending luncheons and 

I’m glad to be a members of today’s SIR. 

Cheers!  

    September Meeting Lunch Menu  
Social Hour: 11 am   -   Lunch/Meeting:  12 noon 
 

 Pesto Chicken 

 Roasted Potatoes 

 Green Beans 

 House Salad 

 Bread and Butter 

 Cookies 

Little Sir Message:                 (cont’d from page 1 right) 
 

These men are making SIR a big part of their lives; 
filling the void that retirement might otherwise have 
created. We should express our appreciation whenev-
er the opportunity arises. 

I could go on for many more paragraphs, however, 
I think it best to address one topic at a time. Stay 
tuned for future discussions of the BIG topic of mem-
bership growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          From the 2025 SIR Annual Meeting in Lafayette. 

      2026 SIR Branch 17 Officers and Directors  

Officers:  *  Voting Members  

 *Big Sir:      Art Appling            art4747@msn.com  
 *Little Sir:   Stew Lauterbach   stewlauterbach@gmail.com 

 *Secretary: Terry Freeman     terryfreeman22@yahoo.com  

 *Asst. Sec: Steven Saulsbury  stevensaulbury@comcast.net  

 *Treasurer: Barry Chapman    barrychapman@comcast.net 

 *Asst. Treas.:  Jim Taylor         jameswt@sbcglobal.net 

 Directors:    

 *Len Grosso                        Leonard.Grosso@Yahoo.com  
 *Craig House                      craiglhouse@att.net  
*Marc Perl                      mperl@comcast.net 
*Kurt Wehrmeister    kurtwehrmeister@gmail.com 
*Morgan Beatty          captmorgan1944@gmail.com 

  *Al Petrie                       alpetrie7@aol.com  



3  

Activities: 

 Bridge:   
 

We meet in the Valley of the 
Moon Club in Oakmont, Tuesdays, 
11 AM to 1 PM for bridge and 
lunch. If you have an interest in 
Bridge, contact:  

 Dean Lundgren  707-544-8088 - Jim Park  707-578-4255  
         mdlundgren@msn.com        jimcpark38@gmail.com               

Use this link below to view the latest online Calendar of Events:      
https://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html  

Return to Page 1 

Book Club:            (Article by Neil Wheeler) 

 

 Our book selection for September 
is The Oligarch’s Daughter by Joseph 
Finder. 

 Paul Brightman is a man on the 
run, living under an assumed name in 
a small New England town with a mil-
lion-dollar bounty on his head. When 
his security is breached, Paul is forced 

to flee into the New Hampshire wilderness to evade 
Russian operatives who can seemingly predict his 
every move. 

Six years ago, Paul was a rising star on Wall Street 
who fell in love with a beautiful photographer named 
Tatyana—unaware that her father was a Russian oli-
garch and the object of considerable interest from 
several U.S. intelligence agencies. Now, to save his 
own life, Paul must unravel a decades-old conspiracy 
that extends to the highest reaches of the govern-
ment. 

Rivaling the classic spy novels of the Cold War, 
The Oligarch’s Daughter is built for the frightening 
world we live in now. 

We will meet to discuss this book at 2:00 pm on 
Wednesday, September 24th at the Cypress Point Pic-
nic Area in Howarth Park. Bring a chair. 

If you have any questions or would like to be on 
(or off) our email list, send an email to neil@science-
one.org. 

 Beer Call:                             (Article by Neil Wheeler) 

 

 A Beer Call has been issued for 4:00 
pm on Tuesday, September 23rd at Iron 
Ox Brewing Company, 3334 Industrial 
Dr, Santa Rosa, CA 95403. FYI: The Tap-
room & Beer Garden doesn’t open un-
til 4:00 pm. 

 You are cordially invited to join us 
for beer and BS.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
        https://ironoxbeer.com/ 

 

Please let me know (neil@science-one.org) if you 
would like to be on the email list for future beer calls. 
Also, if you would like to suggest a venue for future 
Beer Calls, let me know and I’ll put out the call. 

Boys’ Night Out:                  (Article by Don Malvestiti)  
          

     

     BNO for September will be at Chevys 
Mexican Restaurant, 24 4th Street, Santa 
Rosa, September 10th. 5:30 p.m. social, 6 
p.m. dinner. 

Space is very limited - need to know by 
September 5th, NO LATER.  

Contact Don: malvestitidon485@gmail.com. 

Bocce: 

 Bocce can be played on most Fridays on the west 
side of Juilliard Park starting at 10:45 am. Contact 
Ken Ford at kennethford063@gmail.com for more 
information or simply come on by. Bring a friend and 
introduce them to SIR! 

mailto:jimcpark38@gmail.com
https://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html
https://www.sir17.org/calendar-of-events.html
https://www.sir17.org/other-activities-photos.html
mailto:neil@science-one.org
mailto:neil@science-one.org
https://ironoxbeer.com/
mailto:neil@science-one.org
https://www.sir17.org/bno-photos.html
mailto:malvestitidon485@gmail.com
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Return to Page 1 

Community Involvement Program:  (by Bob Reuther) 

 

 On Thursday, August 7th, 23 of us 
came together at the Redwood Empire 
Food Bank to support our community—
and the impact was powerful. Working 
side by side on an efficient assembly line, 
we packed 308 boxes of food, totaling 

9,979 pounds. That’s enough to provide 8,316 meals 
for people in need. 

The Food Bank expressed their appreciation with 
the following message: 

“The Redwood Empire Food Bank greatly appreci-
ates your time and energy! By volunteering, you are 
helping 142,000 children, families, and seniors get the 
nutritious food they need and deserve.” 

Thanks to our collective effort, we helped support 
nearly six percent of the families in need served by the 
Food Bank—a reminder that even a few hours of vol-
unteering can go a long way. 

We’re excited to keep the momentum going and 
would love to see even more volunteers join us in the 
months ahead. Volunteering at the Food Bank isn’t just 
a meaningful way to give back—it’s also a great oppor-
tunity to get active, connect with others, and be part 
of something bigger. Our next volunteer day is Thurs-
day, September 4, 2025, from 9:45 a.m. to noon. If you 
plan to join us, contact George Traverso at: geo-
san@sbcglobal.net by Sunday August 31. 

 Once we know who’s 
joining us, we’ll share 
your name with the Food 
Bank Volunteer Coordina-
tor to make check-in quick 
and easy. And don’t for-
get—everyone who par-
ticipates is entered into 
our monthly prize draw-
ing! Elias Zegarra, Gordon 
Boultbee, Tony Negri, and 

Stewart Lauterbach each won a bottle of wine last 
month.  

Thanks to Rich De Lambert for providing coffee and 
treats at our break. All the information is on our web-
site on the first Thursday of the month. 

 

                                                                        (cont’d on right) 

Couples’ Night Out:            (Article by Fred Rose) 

 

 CNO for September will be Thursday 
the 25th at the Central Market, 42 Peta-
luma Blvd N, Petaluma. It is primarily 
Farm-to-fork California fare with wine 

pairings offered in a casual, loftlike bistro. Dinner  at 
5:30 p.m. The website for the menu is:  

 https://order.toasttab.com/online/central-
market-42-petaluma-boulevard-north 

Reservations are a must. Please contact Fred 
Rose at:   fredricrose@comcast.net. 

  Coffee Club:                      (Article by Rich de Lambert) 

  We have returned to our outdoor 
location near the boat ramp at Howarth 
Park, the second and fourth Thursday of 
each month, 9 a.m.-10 a.m. Bring a lawn 
chair and $1 for coffee and pastries. 

Guests and Partners are welcome so 
bring a friend. No RSVP required. If you have ques-
tions, call me, Rich de Lambert, at (707) 545-3490 
or email me at richdelambert@gmail.com. 

                                                    (cont’d from left) 

 

After volunteering at the Food Bank, you are 
welcome to join the group led by Rich de Lambert 
for a Hot Dog Thursday Lunch close by at the Pacific 
Coast Air Museum from 11:30 a.m.to 1:30 p.m. A 
large hot dog or Polish dog, chips, and a drink costs 
$10—well worth the price, and a good way to sup-
port another good cause. 

Barry Bialkoski and Bob Reuther, Co-Chairs 
   Rich de Lambert, George Traverso, Co-Vice Chairs 

 

https://www.sir17.org/other-activities-photos.html
mailto:geosan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:geosan@sbcglobal.net
https://www.sir17.org/cno-photos.htmlC:/Users/Bob%20and%20Kit/Documents/archive
mailto:fredricrose@comcast.net
https://www.sir17.org/other-activities-photos.html
mailto:richdelambert@gmail.com
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Golf:                (Article by Bob Nadell)     

  

 Great weather is the forerunner for 
great golf. We continue to play on Monday 
mornings at the Bennett Valley course. On 
average we have enough for only one 
flight. You are encouraged to join us by no-

tifying the clubhouse by the preceding Friday. Recent-
ly we had a nice day playing at the Sebastopol course 
followed by a great barbecue hotdog lunch. Special 
thanks to Bill Brooks for organizing this event.  

Hiking Group:                             (Article by Gordon Boultbee) 

 

 The SIR hiking group meets every 
Friday, weather permitting, typically at 
8:30 a.m. The hikes average three to 
four miles, 600-800 feet elevation gain 
and less than three hours. The pace is 

determined by the slowest participant. The loca-
tion changes weekly, and is announced via text 
message the day before by our hiking activities 
chair Stew Lauterbach. If you would like to be add-
ed to Stew’s list, contact him at:    

stewlauterbach@gmail.com or 707-495-0985. 

 

 

 

  Poker:                             (Article  by Mike  O’Neill)  

 

August was a good month for 
the Poker group. The really good 
news is we added a new player. 
We had 12 players this month. 
On Table 1, Les was the big win-
ner and on Table 2, Glenn won 
the most. Our next game is scheduled for Sept. 11th 
at Epicenter, 12 noon to 3 p.m., with a break for 
lunch from the menu. Just a reminder players MUST 
register with Mike. If you are interested, contact 
Mike O’Neill at mikeo46@sbcglobal.net. 

Global Forum                     (Article by Marvin Mai)    
 

 What a glorious summer we’ve been 
able to enjoy. Much of the world has 
struggled with extreme temperatures 
and now monsoon rains. The many con-
flicts we’ve all been watching and read-
ing about have not abated and don’t 

seem to have any solution in the near term. 

Meanwhile, did you celebrate and dance for the 
50th year since the release of Bruce Springsteen’s al-
bum Born to Run? The Boss is 75 and still puts on mar-
athon shows with no plans to retire. When queried 
about stopping touring he replied, “Well, you’ve never 
seen a hearse with luggage on top.” He’s a legend. 

I’m of the school that thinks an active mind cre-
ates a healthy and resilient mind. Our 
monthly luncheons with lively conversa-
tions and interesting speakers keeps us 
engaged as does our Global Forum discus-
sions. Although our in-person meetings 
on the 2nd Friday of the month are limited, there’s no 
limit to the Zoom talks on the 4th Friday of the month. 
Remember, the early reservation gets a seat at the 
home of Sir Chris Nelle with a great cup of coffee and 
pastry. Email Marvin at: maimarvin57@gmail.com for 
a seat or the Zoom link.  

  to all those born in September! 

 David August 

 Stan Borges 

 Rick Brannon Jr. 

 Walter Clark 

 Tom Johnson 

 Richard Lundblad 

 Jim Oswald 

 Frank Panza 

 Marc Perl 

 Mike Requarth 

 Jim Richards 

 Mike Rogalski 

 Fred Rose 

 Ted Scapeccia 

 George Schneider 

 Marv Schouweiler 

 Neil Wheeler 

https://www.sir17.org/golf---photos.html
https://www.sir17.org/other-activities-photos.html
mailto:stewlauterbach@gmail.com
mailto:mikeo46@sbcglobal.net
mailto:maimarvin57@gmail.com
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  Walking Group:                (Article by Richard Lundblad)   
 

     The walking group meets every Tuesday 
morning at 10 am, weather permitting. 
We have been leaving from Cypress Point 
and go for coffee afterwards. Come join us 
and bring a friend! If you would like to be 
on our email list, contact me at: 

 richardlundblad@gmail.com  -  707-888-8386. 

  Oktoberfest:                          (Article by Neil Wheeler) 
 

Branch 17 will host an Oktoberfest event on 
Wednesday, October 1st at 1:00 pm.   

 Bratwurst, Sauerkraut, Pret-
zels, Potato Salad, German 
Beer, water and soft drinks, and 
traditional Oktoberfest music 
will be provided for this festive 
occasion! A $5 donation is re-
quested. We’ll meet at Upper 
Oak Picnic Area in Howarth 

Park. Partners are welcome!  

If you plan to attend, please let me know so you 
won’t go hungry or thirsty. Call me at 707-291-0271 
or send an email to neil@science-one.org 

       New Member:  

              Dale Chaffin 

                             Badge # 130 

 

  Hi, my name is Dale Chaffin. I was 
born in Long Beach, California in 1949. 
I attended Long Beach Poly High, 
where I met and fell in love with the 
love of my life, Pam. We married in 
1969 and have been partners in life 

ever since, raising two wonderful children who have 
gone on to give us four amazing grandchildren.  

In 1974 we moved to Sonoma County where I 
pursued my craft as a union carpenter. Over the 
years I got my contractor’s license and built many 
wineries throughout Sonoma Valley, eventually mak-
ing Glen Ellen Winery–later known as Benziger Fami-
ly Winery–my professional home for 37 years.  

Now retired, I move at a slightly slower pace. My 
home woodshop is a place of creativity and crafts-
manship, and my love of fishing offers time out-
doors. Above all, my greatest joy comes from time 
spent with my family, especially the grandkids whose 
laughter and energy make every moment spent with 
them brighter. Whether building, hooking a big one, 
sharing a meal, or traveling with my wife, my life has 
been shaped by hard work, enduring love, and the 
simple pleasures that mean the most. 

  Four New Members Inducted    
                 (Article by Gordon Boultbee) 

 

Four new members were inducted by Big Sir Neil 
Wheeler at the August luncheon. They are Dale 
Chaffin, sponsored by George Traverso; Bob Coburn, 
sponsored by Fred McMane, Rick Moshier, sponsored 
by Rick Brannon Jr., and Don Powers, sponsored by 
Gordon Boultbee. Dale is a retired contractor with 
Benzinger Family Winery; Bob is a retired produce 
wholesaler; Rick is a retired Public Works Director for 
the city of Santa Rosa; and Don is a retired lawyer. 

  Publicity:                           (Article by Neil Wheeler) 

 

We had a successful publicity event at the Sono-
ma County Fair on August 1st.  Hundreds of fairgoers 
stopped by our table at the Senior Information Fair 
to learn about SIR and partake of our giveaways. 
We’ve received several fair-related inquiries about 
Branch 17 and referred one potential member to the 
Petaluma branches. 

 

 
 

mailto:richardlundblad@gmail.com
mailto:neil@science-one.org
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        SIR17 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

 For 2026, our branch will need 4-5 volunteers to take over the tasks that our outgoing Big Sir Neil 
Wheeler has been performing on a monthly basis. The tasks have been organized into groups as seen below. 
One or two volunteers can be responsible for each task section. Neil can review the tasks with the volun-
teers and help provide the training necessary to complete the tasks. None of the tasks listed will take more 
that a few hours each month but all are critical to the success of our SIR branch. 

We talk each month about the importance of stepping up and saying yes when asked to help. Now is that 
time. Please contact Neil at njmwheeler@science-one.org  and volunteer for one of the areas listed below. 

Luncheon:    

Identify and coordinate Speaker A/V needs   
Prepare lunch signs (speaker & menu)   
Create and post online Call List   
Send email to members (Invite & lunch RSVP) 
Send email to callers re Call List   
Monitor call list and RSVPs    
Process RSVPs (enter in Call List)    
Prepare & Distribute Check-in List    
Prepare & Distribute Agenda    
Transport and Setup SIR Signs/Banners 
Setup Lunch Table Signs and Publicity Materials   

Information Support:   

Generate/Distribute Reports  
Statistics 
Badge Finder   
Roster and Extended Roster  
Form 65   
Email List   
Birthdays  
Check-in List  
Provide personal laptop, video camera, and tripod 
 for Luncheons   
Provide Tablet and Extension Speaker for Picnic                                              
Manage Gmail and Google Voice Accounts  
Maintain forwarding email addresses (rsvp, mem
 bership)    
Monitor Messages/Contacts   
Website Contacts (www.sir17.org)  
Telephone/voicemail (Google Voice: 707-596-8027)
Email (SIRBr17@gmail.com) 
Maintain SIR17 Member Contacts in Outlook   
Send Emails to All Members as needed     
Prepare, publish, and report on Surveys   

 Luncheon Audio/Video:   

Prepare Meeting Slides   
Prepare Pre-lunch slide show  
Load and Test Speaker Presentation (if any)  
Prepare Birthday Drawing   
Setup Equipment (computer, mics, video Cam)  
Make sure lights and screens are on; podium in 
 place; audio works  
Operate slide show, slides, closed captions, video       
Provide Speaker with Laser Pointer/Remote  
Breakdown Equipment  
Edit and post video  
Post slides  

Storage:  
Video Projectors (2)   
PA System   
Wireless Microphones (2 sets)   
SIR17 Paper Records   
Apple iPad  
Gavel   
Laser Pointer/Presentation Remote   
The "Rooster"   
SIR76 Greeter Vests (2)   
Photo Album  
Acrylic Display Stands  
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 I'm originally from New Jersey/
New York, where my father owned a 
grocery/deli in Manhattan. I played 
all sports in junior high & high school. 
I went to college my first two years in 
Boston, and my next two in Staten 

Island, N.Y. Then when everyone was moving to the 
west coast, we joined them. We came directly to 
Forestville, then moved to Vineburg, near Sonoma, 
where I became a beekeeper and studied with one of 
the best. Then I did many random jobs over the years. 
 In the early 1980’s I started selling produce in and 
around Sonoma County. I ended up owning “Bob's 
Fruit Truck” in Santa Rosa for about 30 or so years. I 
have three children and four grandchildren, and have 
been married for 35 years to my wife Christina, who is 
from Wales, U.K. 

        Windows PC Security Zoom Meeting 
 

Topic: Keep Your Windows PC Secure by Upgrad-
ing to Windows 11 for Free! Save the Date – Septem-
ber 11, 2025, at 1:00 pm Pacific Time. 

Did you know that after October 14, Microsoft 
will stop applying security patches for Windows 10?  

Good news: You still have time to move to Win-
dows 11 at no cost, and you don’t need to be a tech 
wizard to do it. Join us for a Zoom session where 
Alan Baker will help you: 

 Preserve your data -- Keep your information 
safe during the upgrade  

 Know your options – There are several ways to 
upgrade, even if Microsoft says your computer is 
too old.  

 Demystify the upgrade – Keep it simple while 
moving from Windows 10 to Windows 11.  

Information for the Zoom meeting will be made 
available at a later date, closer to the September 11 
meeting.   

Regards, Ramesh Thadani, SIR State CIO 

New Member:  

 Bob Coburn - Badge #11 

 

 I was born in Schenectady, NY in 
1952, the second of four children. The 
city was a General Electric town and 
my father was soon transferred to 
Plainville, Connecticut, another facto-
ry town. We lived in Bristol in a post- 

war housing development filled with young families 
and many kids. Many years later, ESPN moved into 
the town and changed the world of watching televi-
sion round the clock. Like all the Boomers are now 
saying, we were untethered and could roam the 
neighborhood.  

My Dad was transferred to the big headquarters 
in New York when I was 12 and we moved to a much 
more affluent town, Greenwich, CT. My parents 
stayed there for the rest of their lives. I graduated 
from GHS in 1970.  

I always liked sports and running around. As a kid, 
I played baseball and football. As I got older, I was a 
wrestler and a gymnast. I started skiing when I was 
16 or 17 and have continued to do that even as most 
folks my age have dropped out. I have been lucky to 
have old friends from high school that I meet for a 
ski trip every season. I am also lucky in having a son 
who is pushing his family into skiing, so I get to ski 
with the granddaughters (kind of grueling at this 
stage). 

I went to college first to Villanova. I hated it (too 
Catholic) and then to Tufts in Boston (much better). I 
majored in English, as I have always enjoyed reading, 
and I thought I would be a teacher. At graduation, 
jobs were hard to come by and I eventually switched 
to law. I did not like law school, but hung in there 
and graduated in 1979. I opened my own office in 
Stamford, CT and started working, doing everything 
that came in the door. Eventually, I joined a friendly 
firm that specialized in estates and real estate. I han-
dled the litigation.  

I married Ellen, who I had met in high school. She 
was dating Boomer Nelson at the time, and I was 
with Patty O’Brien, so our fates were decided we 
thought.     

                                (cont’d on page 9 right) 

New Member:  

 Don Powers - Badge #83 
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 I was born in Tacoma, Washing-
ton on April 28th, 1946. I lived in 
Tacoma until I was twenty-one. 
The US Navy took me to Southern 
California. When discharged, I 
joined the Long Beach Police De-

partment where I worked from 1969 to 1981 having 
assignments in Patrol, Investigations, Narcotics and 
Public Affairs. During that time, I got married and we 
had a boy. 

In 1981, not wanting to raise our kids in SoCal (my 
wife was pregnant again), we moved to Santa Rosa, 
buying a home in Bennett Valley. Shortly after we ar-
rived in Santa Rosa, our daughter was born. 

I worked for Santa Rosa PD from 1981 until I re-
tired in 1997. During that time, I became active in the 
Santa Rosa POA (the Union) serving on the board of 
the POA from 1982 until my retirement. That led to a 
second career working for a large bay area labor law 
firm negotiating pay and benefits on behalf of police 
unions all over the Bay Area, north to Crescent City 
and east to Reno. I am in the twilight of that career 
with one contract left to negotiate for Sebastopol 
POA. 

My wife and I divorced in 2001. My son, Clai, lives 
with his wife in San Diego. My daughter, Kate, and her 
significant other live here in Santa Rosa. My significant 
other/neighbor since moving to Vista del Lago, Janne 
O’Neil, suddenly passed in February of this year. I miss 
her greatly. 

I believe in being involved in my community. Some 
of my volunteer service includes being a member and 
serving a term as President of the Sonoma County Alli-
ance, serving two terms on the Bennett Valley Heights 
HOA and am currently serving on the board of the 
Vista del Lago HOA. I am an avid reader who enjoys 
both fiction and non-fiction. I walk at least a couple of 
miles every day with my two small dogs. 

I hope to make friends with many of you soon. 

New Member:  

   John Noble-Badge #117 

Don Powers continued — 

 

We got together later, after college and grad 
schools. Three kids joined us, two adopted in South 
America and we were off and running.  

Our oldest became an ophthalmologist and 
joined a practice in Santa Rosa. He and his wife 
have two girls. My daughter moved to San Diego 
and has a beautiful two-year old girl. My middle 
son also has a beautiful daughter (see a pattern?) 
but is still back in Connecticut.  

I retired after 43 years of not-always-so-pleasant 
lawyering and we sold our big house with a large 
lot and moved to the West Coast, home to tiny lots 
and smallish houses for a lot of money. We are hav-
ing barrels of fun with our kids and especially the 
granddaughters. I have realized that my sense of 
humor is ideal for the two-to five-year-old set. (The 
seven-year-old already thinks I am an idiot.) 

We don’t know anybody here and it is hard to 
make new friends without joining activities. We 
haven’t done the traveling we hoped for because 
my wife has had a series of knee problems. I play 
golf across the street at Bennett Valley and joined a 
gym. Feeling a bit aimless without the full days and 
weeks of working. I got a part-time job working at a 
law office as a legal assistant.  

I do not want to take another bar exam, so I am 
happy deferring to the lawyers and figuring out the 
various problems that come across my desk. I have 
again been fortunate having landed with a veteran 
lawyer who is easy-going and appreciates my expe-
rience and opinions.  

I joined SIR after seeing the signs around town 
and talking to one fellow who recommended it as a 
great place to meet people to do things with. I like 
hiking (I was a runner but after a few knee surger-
ies, I am limited to hiking) and golf and going to the 
gym.  

We also have a dog that requires a lot of walk-
ing. I am ending up walking a few miles a day, much 
of that around Galvin Park. It has the benefit of giv-
ing me some exercise and time outdoors, although 
not so much in the winter time when the “rivers of 
rain” flow through. 
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New Member:  

  Rick Moshier 

      Badge # 53 

NON-RESPONSIBILITY  DECLARATION  
 

 All activities arranged for, or by, or sponsored by SIR INC., and its Branches are for the convenience and pleasure of the 
members and their guest who desire to participate. SIR, INC., and its Branches do not assume any responsibility for the well be-
ing or safety of the participants or their property, in any matters pertaining to said activities.  

                        The Beard        (a John Weaver Story) 

 

 During the 1950’s and early 60’s it 
was unusual for men to grow long 
beards. One of my fellow technicians 
however, would periodically grow a 
very long and good-looking beard. His 
purpose was simply to look like an old 

time cowboy. When he did this he was always the first 
one hired for the latest cowboy movie that was being 
made in Hollywood. He usually had a bit part but his 
voice was not used. 

This particular time Lyle was catching the plane to 
LA to make a Western movie. He was dressed like a 
wealthy rancher. During the flight a local talent scout 
spotted him talking to the flight attendant and 
thought Lyle looked so great he decided to use him in 
his next film.  Soon he was off to make a Western. 

There were two other fellow workers who also 
performed in movies on the side. One time they were 
both in the same movie, and that movie was “Bullitt.” 
For those who may not remember, “Bullitt” was 
filmed in San Francisco in 1968 and featured a very 
famous chase scene. Jack Hanson was one of the two. 
He played a desk clerk in a Nob Hill hotel. Many local 
performers would get a small part in a major movie 
and then would be called on again because they per-
formed well. Jack Hanson, who worked as a floor di-
rector with me, succeeded in becoming an actor in 
Hollywood. 

Lyle would take about two weeks off to be part of 
a cowboy movie, then he would come back up to San 
Francisco. Before he came back to work he would 
shave off the beard and get a new set of clothes so 
when he arrived no one would recognize him. He en-
joyed coming to work and walking in, knowing that no 
one knew who he was. It’s amazing how much remov-
ing a beard can change an identity. I had been work-
ing with Lyle for six months when he came back from 
LA the first time. I introduced myself because I 
thought he was a new employee. He laughed and 
said, “Don’t you remember me? I used to have a 
beard.” 

d on right) 

 

Mount Everest is officially 29,032 
feet tall, but that figure only captures the 
peak’s magnitude. It may be easier to 
envision twenty-seven Eiffel Towers 
stacked on top of each other, or 6,000 
Danny DeVitos. 

 

 I’m originally from east Los 
Angeles. I have a Civil Engineering 
Degree from Long Beach State 
University. I’m a licensed Civil 
Engineer and Land Surveyor. My 
first job after graduating in 1977 

was Construction Engineer at the Geysers, in 
Sonoma County. I liked Sonoma County, so I 
decided to stick around. My third job after college 
was working for the City of Santa Rosa. Again, I liked 
it a lot, so I worked for the City for 34 years, and got 
to be the Director of Public Works and City 
Engineer. I loved my job. I also taught a Civil 
Engineering Tech. class I created at SRJC for 19 
years: “Non-Technical Skills for Technical Careers.” 

I retired 10 years ago. I volunteer as a Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate (CASA) for a foster child. 
I’ve been with my kiddo since he was 10 years old, 
and he is now 18 and doing great. It has been one of 
the most rewarding things I’ve done with my life. 

My main hobby is music. I write songs, play pi-
ano, ukulele, synthesizers and computer instru-
ments. I DJ at the Arlene Francis Center every few 
weeks. I took two semesters of recording engineer-
ing at Sonoma State a year ago. I sing, but maybe I 
shouldn’t. I enjoy driving my ’66 Impala convertible, 
original paint, that I have owned since 1980. 


